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ien Morals to each Chapter, explaining what 
appears Doubtful, or Allegorical : And every 


Chapter illuſtrated with « curious Device, ot 
Picture, repreſenting to the Eye all the material 


Paſſages. 
To which is added, 


Ie Hiſtory of Cimwood the Rook: Or, The 
Aſſembly of Birds: With the ſeveral Speeches 
they made to the Eagle, in Hopes to have the 

Government in his Abſence: How the RFOok¹ was 
baniſh'd; with the Reaſon why Crafty Felews are 

N called Rooks, T ogether with Morals and Expo- | 


$ ſitions on every Chapter. 
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2 Lyon in Pater · Noſter- Ro; R. Ware, at the Sun and 
Bil-, in Amen- Corner, aud James Hoages, ac the 
: Loeking-Glaſs on London-Briage, 1737. | 


Tang NV this ſmall Hiſtory, under the: 
n 2 Tables, er Stories of Birds and: 
Beaſts, you- will find Things 
7 4 fl not only pleaſant, but advan- 
eon, to the [Improvement of 
(G72 Who)! your Underſfanding, to 4 Dey 
— ree, that you may read Men, 
as well as Books, Þ, thei Actions decipher'd in 
i. Here you may ſee Policy, Deceit, Wiſdom, 
Lower, Strength, aud many other Things lively 
er forth ; and by the Events and Succeſs, whether 
Good or Bad, judge accordingly ef thoſe that aſe - 
Pew, becher they tend to honeſt, or evil Pur- 
DOles. 
Here, as in a Mirror, the politick Stateſman 
ay fee his Counterfeit ; the flattering Paraſite 
ow to carry himſelf even, and ſail with all Minds; 
be Powerful and Mighty, bow weak it is 10 rely 
holy on Strength, when they bave a ſubiil Enemy 
0 deal with. And thoſe that traſt awning Friend - 
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Io the READER. 


hip, are here convinc'd, That in Adverſity, but 
few will ſtand by them: And 4 Number of other 
Things it contained in it, ſuiting the States and A 
| Conditions of all Sorts of People. 4 
| AU is 4 Book that has been printed in moſt} 
European Languages, as Dutch, French, Italian,, 
| Cc, and that other Nations have given it high® 
it Encomiins and Applauſes ; it being originally". 
written by an Eminent Stateſman of the German 
| Empire, to ſbem ſome Men their Follies, and cor- 
. 

f 


rect the Vices of the Times he lived in. 4 
Therefore receive it not as a Trifle, but 4s 4 
Work of Weight and Moment, which coſt much 
 feand Fudgment and Labour in Compiling ; and 
being done into Englith, it varies lutle from the 
'Original. However, 4s it js, I recommend it to 
you, in Fepes you will find as much Pleaſure and 
Advantage in Reading and well Weighing it, a 
I did. | 6 8 


Your Friend, 
* E 


| And Humble Servant, - 
| P. DI 
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0 th: Lion ſammon'd all th: Beaſts of the Foreſt in 
the Anauual Feaft of Penrecoſt, to be held at his 
Royal Palace of Saaden; with the ſeveral Complaints 


as 40 there made —_— Reynard the Fox, 44D 


3 HEN the Sun return'd to refcia 
the drooping Earth from the cold 
Embraces of Winter, and cloath- 
ed each Tree and Field in à plea- 
ſing Livery of Green, enamell'd 
over with fragrant Flewers of 
various Colours, then it was the 
1 1 Noble Lion, King of 1 ſent out his Royal 


4 Mandates 


2e HISTORY of 
I Mondates to all his Subjects, the Inhabitants of Inc 
Woods, Foreſts and Fields, to attend him at bis wit 
Royal Palace of Sanden, there to celebrate the ore 
S Annual Feaſt of Penteceff : Which was no ſooner pn 
ſignified to them, that it was his Pleaſure they For 
| ſhould give their Atrendance, without any Excuſe ho 
or Delay, but they flock'd thither in great Num-Wo1 
bers, (as well to ſhew their Obedience, as to avoid And 
his Diſpleaſure,) at the Time appointed; and ve. 
being call'd over, none was found wanting but Ie 
| the Fox ; who, Conſcious of Guilt for the many rat 


Injuries he had done, kept cloſe in his Den, as Se; 
fearing they would make ſuch juſt Complaints Jer 
' againſt him, as might endanger his Life. Nor pe 
were his Fears yain, or fuggefted; for the King, 3p: 
with the Queen on his Right Hand, and the Lee- pe 
pard, his Kinſman, on the Left, being ſeated on ge 
the Throne, under the Canopy of a ſpacious Oak, an 
and Silence Leing commanded, he proceeded to G 
commend them for their ready Obedience, in g'V- al 
ing ſuch exact and punctual Atrendance ; but mi- 
| fig the Fox, he wonder'd how he alone ſheuld h; 
neglec being there at this ſo ſolemn a Meeting, 
ſince he bad always held him as a Friend in high, 
| Eſteem; which made him enquire about his Wel- 
tare, ſvppoſivg lome Sickneſs, or Misfortune had 
befel him. But white his Wander lafted, Sir Igrim. 
— 2 COS L 
tte Wolf, ſtood. up, and accuſed him in the fol- 
| lowing Manner. | 
My moſt Gracious Soveraign Lord, I well knew, 
; that it is neither Sickne's, or any ill Hap, that 
makes Ru decline appearing before your Ma- 
jeſty, with the reſt of your Subjeds; but his great 
Quilt for the many Outrages and Violences he has 
| , commiited auaiuſt a Number here preſent, whole 
| juſt Compiaiats he fears will be laid againſt him, 


| 

to bring him to deſerv'd Tuniſhment and Dit- 
grace, for abuſing not euly us, but your Majeſty, 

| | Fs in 
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5 of In condemning your Orders and Commands, not- 
his Lithſtanding your Clemency towards him hereto- 
the Fore. and the many Fayours you have heap'd up- 
ner pn him; and particularly, as to the Injury he has 
hey gone me and my Family, I have brought many 
ule to teſtiſie ir, and which, being plainly prevd, I 
im- oubt not of your Majeſty's Conſent to redreſs 
oid und revenge my Wrongs. Then thus, dread So- 
and Syeraign it was: My Wife and Children being at 
ut Home, and basking at their Eaſe, whilſt I was 
my rang ing abroad, Reyzward coming that Way, en- 
45 Frer'd my Houſe . _ my Wife's Con- 
nts Fſent, and after many Scoffings and Tauntings at 
or per, and my young Ones, in a ſcornful Kind of 
ng, ſporting Manner, whisking up his Tai}, he fo 
een Mbepiſs'd their Eyes, that by the Stink and aces 
on Bnets of his Urine, they immediately became blind, 
ak, and have ever ſince continued ſo, to the great 
te Grief and Sorrow of me and my poor Wife: And 
'V-& altho' a Day was fer that he ſhould come to an- 
nit {wer for this Injury, and the Book was tender'd 
ula him ro ſwear, whether he was Guilty of ir, or © 
g not; yet he refus'd'to do it, in Contempt of your 
gh Majeſty's Command and Royal Authority. Many 
more Injuries L eould reckon up, as divers noble 
B:aſts here preſent can teſtify ;' but they are ſo 
many, and grievous; that ſhould I tell them all, 
os they would tire" yeur Patience, and diſcompoſe 
your Majeſty wich too great an Anger: And there- 
fore expecting the fuſtice of the Law, for what 1 
bave related, and more particularly for the Shame 
MY ad Villany be offer d my Wife, - which in this 
Place I am unwilling to mention, I9Hall at this 
Time ſay no more, leſt I ſhould ſeem too tedious 


ole te your Grace. | 
10 He had no ſooner ended, but Cart the Hound, 


ö (formerly a Lady's Lap- Dog, but turn d off when 
Iich Spanlels came into Favour,) in a piteous 
6-4 . A 5 Tone. 


— 


. 
% 
= 
v - 
4 
MF 
ha” = 


— 


— 
ac. a Se Or 00S. . 


— 
r 


„ 
lk. 


| 
| 
. 
[ 
| 


purpoſely croſſing the Way upon me, without a 


properly, mine, and I forgaye my Kinſman, there 


Te HISTORY / 


FO 
Tone, began to yelp out his Complaint againſt the C: 
or, ſaying. May it pleaſe your Majeſty, tho“ 1. 


u' 

was brought up tenderly, lay warm, and far'd e 
ſum ptuouſly at my Lady's Table every Day, yet, fi 
loſing my Miſtreſs's Favour, to make Room for a 
French Cur, I was thruſt out ef Doors in a cold A 
Winter, and forc'd to ramble up and down till, Þ 
almoſt ſtary'd, but at laſt Fortune turn'd a little 
favourable, and gave me the good Chance to find > 
« Pudding, which tho' Reynard knew it, was all 1 * 
had to live on, he violently took it from me, ſo 
that through Cold and Hunger, as your Highneſs% Þ 
may plainly ſee, I am almoſt ſtarv'd to Death 4 a 
and therefore I demand Juſtice againſt him. / Wa 

Sir Tibert the Cat hearing this, and being «kin to b 
Reynard, ina Rage ſtarted out of the Throne, and © 
humbly beſought his Majeſty's Leave to ſpeak ; - * 
which the King granting, he proceeded in this f. 
wife : | * 0 

May it pleaſe my Soveraign Lord, I own that - © 
grievous Complaints are made againſt my Kinſman” 
Reynard. in his Abfence ; yet were their Actions 
narrowly fearch'd inte, who make the Complaints, f. 
they would appear worſe to your Majeſty, than [ 
what they lay to the Fox's Charge: For cho' I pre- 
tend net in every Thing to vindicate him, yet 
thus much I muſt ſay, touching the Accuſation of 
this ſcoundrel Hound, If Roel took the Pud-V 
ding from him, he only deceiy'd the Deceiyer ; © 
for the Theif, my Liege, ſtole it from me after I. 
had ventur'd my Life for it in a Mill, by taking 
it thence, whilſt the Miller was tumblipg a hand- 
ſome Weneh; on the Sacks; ang he meeting me 
before I could convey it to my Store Howie, by 


Word ſpeaking, took it by Violence from me: 
Beſides, this is long fince, and ſeeing it was moſt 
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ir 
iche can be no juſt Ground of Indictment againſt him 
o“ I. upon his Accuſation, ſince according to the old 
far'd Proverb, To deceive the Decei ver, is no Deceit. And 
yet, further, if, without offendivg, I might produce 
for a Evidence, I doubt not but to prove the Wolf's 
cold Accuſation malicious, and to. clear the Fox in all 
till. Points. 
itte At theſe laſt Words, the Panther riſing from his 
find Seat, with a compos'd Countenance, ſaid, Sir Ti. 
all T bert, jou are carried too far by the Bonds of Friend- 
>, ſo ſhip, in Vindication of your Kinſman, more than 


th he deſerves, fince you muſt know him to be a Thief 


th; and a Blood-ſucker, a Deſtroyer of the King's peace- 
able Subjects, and a Hater of them all, making it 
n to his ſtudy how to bring them into Miſchief, and 
and then his Paitime to inſult over, and devour ſuch 
ak; as are too feeble for him, or not wile enough to 
this ſhun his Crafrineſs ; a Perſon altogether regardleſs 
of the King's Honour, Which ke would not only 
hat contemn, but ſuffer to the utmoſt, for ſo ſmall a 
nan Thing as the Leg ofa fat Hen, or Gooſe. 
ons And to make this more plain, I ſhall only in- 


* 


+ * ® * * 
ats, ſtance what I was an E,e-witneſs of, in relation to 


& 


* 


nan Ik Keyward the Hare, who now is under the 
re- ing's Frotection, by whole Royal Goodneſs he is | 
yet defended from Reynard's Inſults. This cratty Vile 
of lain, Reynard, pretending to be in Orders, and a” 
a0 $- Chaplain, fo tar inſinuated on the poor Hare's Be- 
r; lief. with a ſhew of SinRicy, closk'd with Hypo- 
r 13 criily, in hopes of ſatisfying his own End, than 
ing the lily Creature agreed he ſhould teach him bis 
d- Creedo, and being by that means in his Power, he | 
me made him fir between his Legs to ſing, but it had 


by like indeed to have been his laſt Song, for cha Fox 
catch d him to faſt by che Threat, that had I not 
e : been paſſiag by, and at the Cry ruth'd in to his Af. ' 


ot fiſtance, be had died there, and ferv'd Reynard and 
his Famil tor a Hoijiday-Feaſt, And that this, 
A 6 my | 
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my Lord the King, is true, you may eaſily per- 

— by the yet bleeding Wound on K-yward*s th 

roat. | | 1 
Therefore my Liege, if 7 4p ſuffer fuch Outrages . 
e a Diſhonour to your ficli 
| Royal Dignity, a manifeſt Violation of the Laws, ij 
21 2 only reflect on yourſelf, but on your Chil. 


toe go unpuniſh'd, it will 
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dien, that are now, or ſhall hereafter be begotten, mi 


and many Years to come will not be able to blot 
out the Slander of this Evil. 
This was applauded by moſt, and the King by 
them intreated to execute the Laws, in puniſhing | 
of ſ the Fox; but eſpecially the Wolf urg'd it ve- 


bemently, ſaying, The Panther has ſpoke the 5 
Truth, and therefore his Advice and Council pi 


| ought not to be rejected. 


But whilſt the King was about to give Sentence, 


bis Eyes ſparkling like Fire, and groaning within p' 
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Court, and as much as you ſuppoſe you ny 
A 1 the. 


himſelf, ſo that moſt Beaſts trembled, up ſtarted 


Grimbard the Brock, Nephew to Reynard, intreat- | 
ing, That in his Uncie's Abſence, he might plead © 
for him, to the Accuſation laid to his Charge; f. 
which, with ſome Difficulty, the King conſented 3 


to ; and then he proceeded in this manner : 


As to tbe Wolf, ſaid he, my Dread Sovereign, 2 


you cannot, I hope, but conceive in jeur princely 


Wiſdom, what he ſays againſt my Uncle, proceeds 


onty from Malice; and that, according to the Old 


Proverb, Never ſpeaks well : Kings, as well as mean- 


er Perſons, are not exempted from it. 


Then turning to him, ſaid, Sir grim, not u ith- : 
ſtanding all that you have alledg'd, I wiſh you | 


durſt to venture your Honeſty with, my Kinfman's, 


upon the Trial of both your Lives, that he, who 
upon plain Proof and Conviction, ſhould be found 


Guilty of the greateſt Crimes, might die in a Hal- 
ter. I boldly tell you, here in the Face of the 


— 


Reynard the FOX. 7 
ec. he King's Favour, on ſuch a Trial your Guilt will 
4% Bpppear ſo heinous, that if you were not sſham' d 

to do it, it would bein vain to ask Mercy: How 
zes pften, with your venomous Teeth; have you ma- 


ur Aiciouſly worried and wounded my Kinſman, put 
Vs, him in Peril of bis Life, and defrauded him of. 


11- hat he Jabour'd and veritur'd hard for, that you 
en, might ſatisty your greedy Maw ? Amongſt many. 
Ot df which Injuries and Outrages, I- ſhall here, for 
cho th ſake, reckon upa few: You have-per- 


by [haps forgot how you cheated him of a large Plaice; 
Pg Which he, at the Hazard of his Life, adventur'd 
"iſ into a Cart for, and throwing it down, you im- 
ke 


mediately took it by Violence fiom him, and for 
bis Share, gave him only the Bones, which you 
Durſt not eat, for fear they ſhould ſtick in your 
©, Throat, and make you howl, as Men you im- 
in plord the Crane's Aid, and prov'd inyrateful 19 
er, in denying her the promised Reward, tho' by 
at- her paring her long Neck down your Throat, 
ad "ſhe had eas'd your Miſery, and in all probability 
e; ſav'd — from being choak' d. At another time 
ed you ſery'd my Kinſman a baſe fraudulent Trick, 
by taking from him a Flitch of Pacon, which he 
n, got out of a Chimney, not without Danger of 
iy Preaking his Neck; and tho' he was ſo kind, when 
he perceiv'd you.almoſt ſtarv'd, to offer you Pert, 

d Wothing would ſerye you but the Whole, tho will 
n- Fou came to deyour-the laſt Morſe], you all a'org 
fromis'd to leave him a ſufficient Share; and fird- 
ig he was deluded by you, he went only away 
ghing, without making any juſt Reproach. Nor 


S, Was this all, for following him at a Diſtance, you | 
oO Ferceiv'd he was going In Search for Proviſion; | 
1d ou ſoon found he, by bis Cunning, had ſung a 
\l- arge Sow. aſleep, and. gotten from her one of her” | 
ne Fatreſt Pigs, which you likewiſe greeeily ſeiz'd, 
in bo! at his Return, in Hopes to get another, he 


WAS , 


E 
| 
3 
Os 
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n was not only torn by the inrag'd Sow, but taken ne 
Dy the Owner in a Sack, out ef which he gnaw'd® 
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2 Way, whilſt the Peaſant carried him at hi; 


Fa: 
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Back, to have him worried in the Market-place by 45 


| Maſtifis. Theſe, and innumerable other Injuries, ; 
; have you at ſundry Times done my Kinſman Rey-" 


a tender Affection to him; and therefore it is 4 2 
Folly for him to complain, who at that Time had gr 
2 3 in her, as to her Honeſty, or Dil ©, 
oneſty. | tr 
The Brock had no ſooner ended his Diſcourſe 
in Vindication of his Kinſman, but K:yward the an 
Hare, ina pitedus Tone, began his Complaint in 
the manner as the Panther related. Mw 
To which the Brock again replied, That if the . 

Hare would undertake to learn, and prov'd a Dunce, 
it was but reaſonable, that Reynord, as his School ap 
Maſter, ſhould corre@ him; for it Scholars havegz“ 
not due and moderate Correftion, it is impoſſibleſ je. 
there ſhould be any capable of managing Mattets in th 
State and Religion. | ; | | 
Lay, The Hound forſootbh, makes his Com- ce 
'ainr for the Loſs of his Pu ding; he might havefed 
Pehav'd himſelf better in his Miftreis's Service ee 
than to have been turn'd out to a deſperate Fora. 
tune; beſides, we hear what Sir Ebert ſays, he a 
ſtole it firſt from him; ſo that had my Couſfi ce 
hang'd him up when he cook him, he had offence 
non 


ken, one but the King in doing Juſtice without his 
w FF cave, which be forbore to do, in regard to your 

hi: Majeſty, as being Wiſe, and well underſtanding 
> by "the Laws: Beſides, how can he do amiſs, who 
es, goes nothing without the Advice of the Prieſt ? 
"71 e is a Gentleman, and a true Man, and ſince your 
) be 


ajeſty's Proclamation for a Ceſſation of Hoſtili- 


. 4 ies, he has ſo far complied, that he has injur'd 


ider one, keeping his Body under by Abſtinence, eat- 
con- ing but once a Day, often chaſtiſing it, and wear- 
n ing a Hair-Shirt next to his Skin: And, as I 
vith haye been inform'd, it is above a Year ſince he eat 


a grown meager and Jean, ſequeſtring himſelf from 
Di Company, as one weary of the Vanities of this 
tranſitory World. F 

>; Whilſt the Brock was thus labouring to excuſe 


arſe, 


the nd vindicate Reynard, the whole Aſſembly was 
Jo in ſurpriz d at the Approach of Chanticleer the Cock, 


th 25 viith two Hens, in à mournful Manner, 


Boe, came down the Hill towards them, bringing upon 
2, 


100 | 


a Bier a dead Hen, with her Head birten off; as he 
approach'd, he ſmote his Wings againſt his Sides in 
12 meiancholy manner, whilſt the two Hens cack- 


them bearing a Taper, their Names being Cragrant 
and Jantart, and were found to be the Daughters of 

Coppel the dead Hen. But whilſt the Wonder laſt- 
Jed, after they had made great Walling, and were 
Ycome before the King, the Bier was no ſooner ſet 
F mT down, but Chanticleer humbled himſelf, and cray'd 
Audience; which being granted, he thus pro- 
ul ceeded- 


Great 


1 Reynard the FO K. 9 


led out great and doleful Lamentation, each of 


* by 
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Great and juſt Prince, I humbly beſeech you tofarm 

We. and revenge the Injuries done to me by Rq-Ad 
| 1 "Rar d the Fox, as alſo to my Children: For thus, Wall 


* 
._ 1 

yt 
BY 2 


brought forth, being in the Height of my pride f f 
and 


whilſt he remain'd there fearleſs of Danger, de- Ei. 
ceitful Reynard came one Day, (after he had many Put 
times attempted to leap the Walls in vain andepe! 
had been hunted away by the Maftiff,) in a reli- [A 
ious Habit, telling over his Beads, and making Ii 
E. Bens of much Humility and Devotion, he call dhe 
to me through the Wicket in a friendly Manner, pn 
” ſhewing me your Majeſty's Letters, 1eal'd with? 
pour Great Seal, wherein 1 found you had made an 
Ulaiverſal Peace among Beaſts and Fowls, through- 
out your Empire; yet, knowing him to be a Dit- 3 
ſembler, and ſuſpecting them to be Counterfeit, wi 
as I fince underſtand they were, I at firſt but lightly 17. 
credited. him, till with many Oaths and Proteſta- bo 
tions, he avowed it to be Truth; and, that for 
his part, he had done with the World, and was be- 
come a Monk, intending to take along Pilgrimage 
to repent of his Sin, ſhewing me his Books, Beads, 
Hair- Shirt, and all other religious Accouttements; 
and perſevering to affrm it with ſuch ſeeming E. 
Sanctity, that I could net any longer miſtruſt J 
and being willing to walk at large, ſeeing him go HH 
away ſighivg, ſay ing bis Creede, and teiling over“ 
his Beads, I call'd my Family about me, and in-Y 4 
torm dF 


Reynard the FOX. 17 


1 
12 
| 1 ä a 
u toßerm'd them of the News, who were exceeding 


Raey- Jad thereof; ſo that by Conſent we flew over the 
hus, Walls to range in the Fields; tho' I may ever rue 
vhen t Day, for as we careleſly , pick'd about, the 
the hx, who lay behind a Buſh, crept on his Belly, 
had Il he came between the Wall and us, and ſudden- 
rideffy ſurpriz'd one of my Sons, whom he murther'd, 
and ck d up, and bore away, to my unſpeakable 
lea-1Grief ; and having had ſo ſweet a Bait, neither 


the Maſtiff's, nor Hunter's could keep him away, 
$1] at ſeveral Surprizes, he had ſtole away thirteen 


in- It my Children, leaving me but two; and Yeſter- 
my gay, Ceppel, my dear Wife, was ſurpriz'd by this 
for Traytor, whoſe Head, as your Majeſty may per- 
de- five, he bit off, and had born away her Body; 
any put being purſud by the Hounds, he was com- 
and pell'd to let her fall, and fly for his Life. 

eli. [And thus your Majeſty having heard my Wrongs, 


implore you, by that Juſtice and Comp aſſion 
1] d ®Fhar reigns in your Royal Breaft, to revenge them 


* vn the bloody- minded Reynarg, 
itnh® 
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3 
i- By this we ſee however wicked Men flatter them ſel vet 
it, ¶ with eſcaping unpuniſb' d, by hiding themſulves from 
ty VE Juſtice, yer it the mare fr. vet their Guilt, by im- 
ta- ¶ bo/dening in their Alb ſence, their Encmics, to con plain 
or egainſt them: Which is demosfirated by the Wolf, who, 
e- Guilty as the Fox; nevertheleſs takes this Time 70 
ve W moke his Complaints againſt him, and ſo gives Eu- 
is W ceuragement to others, who in all L'kelihood other wiſe 
s; old not fade doneit, The Brock's pleading for the 
ny Fox, denores that rich Men and Flattercrs, tho" never 
„ Hieicus. rarely want an Advecete ro excuſe them, 
zo % they frame themſelves in dong it, as che Brock 
ec #4, when the Cock oppear'd with . freſh Complains 
n- 

d 


again? the Fox, &c. 
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- 


CHAY. n. In! 
How the King anſwer'd the Cock, and caur'd his er 
fo be buried: How Bruin the Bear, was ſent by tf | 
King's Command to fetch the Fox to Court, axd Mat 
Trick Reynard put en him in his Search for Honc th 
And how th: Cat was ſent for him. C 


© _ —— — - — , 


PON the Complaint of Chanticlur, tht 
| King grew exceeding angry, and turning! 
his Eyes on Grimmard the Brock, who had thu% 
Jabour'd to excuſe and juſtify Renard, he flerniyt: 
ſaid, What think you now, Sir Grimbard, of thi; 
R eluſe ? Where is the Fox's Penircnc» ? See how 
he bas faſted, prayed, and mortified bis Bod, to 
your Shame, that dare to vindicate ſuch a Trax tor 
and Murtherer. But, by my Crown, I iwear, it 
T have Life long remaining in me, he ſhall dearly 
pay for this. But at preſent, Sir Chanticleer, all 
that we can do for jou, is to give Ceppel you. 
Wife honourable Burial, which ſhall be at my 
Charge. And in the mean Time, I will call 
| Counſel, 
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Wnſel, to conſider of Ways and Methods to do 
1 Juſtice and Right againſt her Murtherer, 
ereupon he appointed the Goat and Ram to 
> Maſs at the Interment of Ceppel, and that 
$at Mourning ſhould be made over her; fo, up- 
this, the Bier was taken up, and carried before 
Cock and his two Daughters, who follow'd in 
burning-Hoods, attended by many other Cour- 
Irs, making a doleful Cry; but coming to the 
gave, and the Placede, &c. being over, the was 
a in very decently, and cover's with a Marble» 
one, on which were engravd theſe Lines: 


Here Coppel lies, fout Chanticleer's kind Wife, 
Whom bloody Reynard did bereave of Life : 
Mourn you that read, whilſt you to wecp are able 
For her, whoſe unjuft Death was lamentable. 


M8 Whilſt theſe Things paſs'd, the King was at 
oſe Council with his Nobles, conſulting how he 
ight bring the Fox to deſery d Puniſhment ; and, 
if frer many Detates, it was concluded, he ſhou'd 
e immediately ſent for, to make his Perſenal A p- 
, Pearance before the King, without any Excuſe or 
„Delay, there to anſwer ſuch Matters as he ſtands 
Eharg'd with, and that Sir Bruin, the Bear, ſhould. 
2 Beliver him the Summons, ſeal'd with the King's 
Pignet; whereupon the King call'd him to him, 
aying, | 
Sir Bruin, it is our Pleaſure you carry this Man- 
ate to Reynard; but, withal, I adviſe you be- 
ars of him, for he is full of Policy, being a 
raft· Maſter at Flattery and Diſſimulation, leſt 
e betray you into Snares and Intanglements, and 


ring you to Scorn and Mockery ; therefore let me 
\vffÞdviie you not to rely upon your Strength too 
much, but uſe Policy and Caution, that y ou may 


= . - 
1 (<rurn in Safety and Honour. 
1 | | 


The 
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The Bear hearing this, and that the Truſt 
fetching Reynard to Court, was repos'd in hi: 
could not refrain laughing to himſelf a Whi! 
for the Hopes he expeited of being reveng'd Mf, 
him; and boldly made this Reply to the KingMWar) 
My Lord, ſaid he, let me alone with the Fox; 1 hay 
Diſcretion enough to deal with him; 1 ſha defeat h. 
Defigns, and baffle all Pretenſions he can have on n | 
And ſo the Bear departed that Night, that Me 
might be going early in the Morning onwards dÞþu, 

his Journey towards Malepardus. "WW 

Thenext Morning. Sir Brain, taking the King Wha 
Letter with him, ſer for ward, paſſing over Mounſ@em 
tains, and "through many thick Foreſts, till hke 
came to Reyard's chief Caſtle, when, ſcorning ihre 
go in, but reſolving Reynard ſhould do him thi V 
Honour to come and wait on him without, fitting ! 
on his Tail before the Gate, helifred up his Voice 

Tazing, Reynard, come forth to me, your Kinſmaile 
Bruin, who am come with the King's Mandate, to 
ſummon you to Court, to anſwer the Complaints 
there laid to your Charge; therefore I adviie you, 
in a friendly Manner, to come forth, and go along 
with me, thereby to ſhun the Danger, that, for 
the Contempt of Royal Authority, may further} 
be fal you. 

The Fox heard this, but made no Anſwer, till 
he had conſulred how to iereveng'd on the Bear, | 
whom he well knew had no Love for him, but was 
rather his mortal Enemy; and having caſt ſeveral 
Things in his Mind, whilſt the Bear Jay clamour- 
ing again for him to come out, he immediately 
threw open the Gates, and imbracing bim, ſaid, 
Dear Uncle Bruin, I am overjo; 'd to ſee you; 
pardon, I pray you, my Slowaels of coming, for 
when you firſt began to call, I was in the Middle 
ot my Evening Song ; and Devotion you know, 
muſt be minded before all other Buſinels. Truly 
you 


* 
1 
ur 
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ſweat, Uncle, and ſeem much tired, pray en- 
in and reſt you: Could the King, in all his 
urt, ſend no meaner a Servant than your Noble 
f, (who is both Rich, Wiſe, and Powerful, 
Warly allied to him in Blood,) on ſuch an unwor- 

y Errand ? I am exceeding ſorry for it; but if 


1g iofgrelled me. | | 

tha What Meat is that, Nephew ? ſaid the Bear. 

ting Alas! replied Reynard, it is of ſo poor a Sort, 
21ce hat it ſignifies nothing for me to tell it you; you 
manggat of the daintieſt and moſt coſtly Fare: Hows» 
„ toßzver, notwithſtanding this Excuſe, which the Fox 
1n1Þurpoſely made, to make the Bear more eager to 
ou, Know it, he preſſing him to declare what it was, 
ongfgeynard told him it was Honey, of which he had 
for found ſuch Abundance, that it could not, but in a 
herYong Time, be exhauſted. This made the Bear 
ug himſelf with Joy, for there is nothing in the 
orld, that e Creature loves more than Honey; 
o that many times they run the Hazard of their 


till 
ar, 


vas Efes being ſtung out in rifling the Treaſure both 
ral Wof the wild and tame Bees, by unadviſedly thruſt- 
ar-Wng their Heads in amongſt them, when the little 
ely MCreatures, finding the Bear's ſhagged Skin impe- 


etrable by their ſhort Weapons, cluſter about 


u; Wtheir Eyes, Noſe and Mouth, and ſting them in a 
for furious manner. F 

ile The Remembrance of this, however, did not 
w, frighten Sir Bruin. for without asking whether it 
ily was in Hiyes, or Trees, he inſtantly embrac'd the 


ut 


Fox, 


| 
1 
N 
| 
| 
} 


travelling together in divers Diſcourſes, till the 
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Fox, telling him, if he would help him to as m 
of that lordly Fare, as would ſuffice him, he wor 

be his Friend for ever, and ſtand by him againſt 
greateſt Enemies, till he had made them files 
and aſham'd of their Accuſations. = 

Upon this, the Fox having conſidered how 
lay a Trap for the credulons Bear, tho' he kad be A 
re-admoniſhed by his Soveraign to beware of i 
iles, found an eaſy Advantage herein; for 1 
membring that when he had ſtole a Pullet in L. 
Fet, the Carpenter's Yard, the Night before, | 
perceived two Wedges ſticking ina mighty Oi 
which being about the middle, divided one Ef 
to a great Wideneſs; and, thought he, if I fc 
the Bear to put his Head in, that I might dra } 
out the Wedges, and catch him by the Ears, Rur. 
mould make fine Sport. | ind 
Whilſt R-ynard was muſing on this Project, t 
Bear lay urging him to declare where this 'Treafuh;; 
was, which he ſaid, were he a King, he woa 
give his Crown and Kingdom to be poſſeſſed of. r'; 
Why, truly Uncle, ſaid Reyzara, not to keeho 
vou much longer from what you deſire, if re 


[ 
bl 


£ 


thought you were in Earneſt, I could conduct yore 


to the Yard, where is no leſs there than ten Tun Yiſ 

Aye; but are you in Earneſt, dear Coulin 7 {ai 
the Bear, 3 

Why, do you think, ſaid Reynary, I jeſt in thi 
Marter ? | 

No, no, dear Nephew ; come along ; oblige m 
in this, and bind me to you for ever. t 

So away they went together, the Bear in Ex tl 
pectation, and the Fox laughing in his Sleeve, lf 
think how finely he ſhoula fool his Great Uncle 


came wichin Sight of the Houle, which Repnar 

no ſooner ſhewed to Eruin, but he exceedingly re 

joyced; aud as they approached it, the Fox faifhd 
Sf ; 2 
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miſhuzm in Deriſion, Pray Uncle, be moderate in eat- 
w_ for ſuch luſcious Meat will put you into a 


2 keit. 


et me alone for that, ſaid the Bear; I war- 

ht you I know well enough how to govern my 

pperite. 7 4 

1 be Well, ſaid the Fox, Uncle, I know you are 
of W-reet, and I leave it to you. 

or y this Time they were come into the Yard, 

Lere the Fox ſhewed him the Cleft of the Tree, 

e, Ning him, there was ſome Part of the Honey; 

Ou ich, when he had diſpatched, he would ſhew 


e Em more. The Bear, 12 the Morſel, not 


I efitruſting the Treachery of his Kinſman, thruſt 
dra his Head and Fore-feet ; but whilſt he was 
IS, arching about, Reynard pulled out the Wedges, 
pd — * him in the Cleft. 

„ {7 The Bear finding himſelf thus unexpectedly ſur- 
afur rized, through Shame and Pain roared out moſt 
vouleGiouſly, ſo that he raiſed not only the Carpen- 
f. Ir's Family, but upon their Cry, the village; 
keeſſho came running with Staves, Clubs, and all 
if rts of Weapons; and among the reſt, Dame 
t yk. the Parſon's Wife, came running with her 
un Yifſtaff in her Hand; ſo that poor Sir Bruin was 
treamly. belaboured, whilſt the Fox ſtood at a 
Jiſtance, fleering and ſcoffing at his Calamity : 
t finding his Life in Panger by the Blows that 
ere laid on bim, he put too all his Strength, and 
e nich much Strugling, rent his Head and Feet our 

the Cleft ; yer with the Loſs of bis Ears, Part 
Eu the Skin of his Face, and moſt of that cf his 
„ ier; whoſe bloody Face, and furious Teeth, 
cle Fighting the whole Aſſembly, they parted in a 
bene, and gave Way for him; yet followed, as 
argon as he was paſſed, with mighty Stroaks, till 


Ice Bear making to the River, plunged into it, 


ſai 
t 


d by the Force of his Body, threw Dame Jane 
= af " an 


. 
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and ſome others into the Water, where th 
floated like Shirtle-cocks; te whoſe Relief: 
Prieſt, and others came running; the former 
fering a full Pardon and Indulgence for ſeven Yell 
to come, to any that would ſave Dame Jolleck ; 
at laſt, this occafion'd the ſaving of them all, a; 
proy'd a Kindneſs to Sir Bruin; for whilſt th 
were buſy abont it, he had ſwam a League do 
the River with the Current, and then got 
Land, to bemoan his unadviſed truſting the Fo 
after he had been forewarned about it: But as 
happened, he landed on the ſame Side the Fox 
on, who had juſt then ſtole a Hen out of a Far 
Yard, and was going Home with great Joy ; co 
cluding Bruin was dead of the Effuſion of Blo 
that flowed from him, and the mighty Blows 


had received: But when he ſaw him there, he wi * 
extreamly grieved, yet he reſolved to ſcoff hi 
thereby to increaſe his Miſery, ſaying, How nf! 
Uncle ? it ſeems you would not take my Adviq e 
but have over-eat yourſelf; ſee what comes f 
Greedineſs: Now perhaps, you may fall int | 
Surfeit, and complain of me at Court; tho wif"! 
J did was well meant, and at your earneſt Deſire. <4 


A Plague take you, replied Sir Bruin, for ye 
Kindneſs ; was I able to catch you, you ſhoaſſtc! 
dearly pay for this Trick you have put upon mug 
Foot that I was, to believe a profeſs'd Villain, F< ( 

ecially when I had ſo much Warning beforehauWve 
ut I hope to live to revenge this Treachery. jul 

Well, laid the Fox, that you muſt plot; and |: 
fare you well. 

The Bear was more grieved at theſe 'Taun | 
" than at his Wounds, tho' the Blood ran furioqpul 
from his Face and Feet; but finding no Remo 
after many Groanings, he threw, himſelf in en 
River again, and ſwam to the other Side, wh: Ho 
landing, and not being able to uſe his Fore-f:etMWd | 
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ne tumbled-over Head and Heels, till he came 
the Court. 


t he ſuſpected ſome Treachery, and demanded 
ho durſt ſo miſuſe him: Sir Bruin having ta- 
En Breath, roared out in a piteous Tone, O my 


, Word, revenge me of this wicked Villain, Rey 
do who has done me all this Injury and Dif- 
or Nie. Then he proceeded to tell the whole Sto- 
rot bis Misfortune, as it had befel him. 

"asf {be Royal Lion hearing his Relation, groaned 
. ithin him for Anger, ſaying, How durſt that 


illain be ſo hardy, as thus to abuſe my Mel. 
nger, and one of ſo Noble a Rank ? By myſelf 
(wear, it ſhall be retaliated with the bloodieſt 
venge that ever Traytor ſuffer'd, as a Warning 
all othefs$. | 


tes, it was concluded he ſhould be ſummoned 
appear, elſe to be Qut-law'd for High Treaſon 
his Refuſal, and all his Honours and Eſtate 
ofiſcated. 

Then they order'd, that Sir Tybert the Cat, 
- yefho was wile and jucicious, ſhould be ſent to 


ſhod tch him to Court; who being called, and ha- 


\ nÞ"g before pleaded: in Reynard's Behalf, againſt 
in, Je Complaint of Curtis the Hound, would fain 
hanWve cxcuſed this Undertaking ; but the King's 
junction, being ſtrictly laid on him to perform 
he obeyed; only ſaying, That if the Bear, 
ho was of mighty Strength, bad been fo abuled 


: him, it was not likely but his Misfortunes 
riougÞuld be greater, as being weak; and that thoſe 
me o adviied his Majeſty tro fend him, were his 


Wc mics. 
However, Sir 7ybert went with his Summans, 
d being on his Way, a Swallow flew towards 


wh 
feet 


The Lion no ſooner ſaw him in this Condition, 


bin Then he called a Council, to deviſe how to 
ing his Purpoſes about, and after many De» 


- 
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4 im, which is one of St. Martin's Birds, which“ 
he intreated to turn on the Right Hand, but the A 
Bird turned on the Left, which he thought an. 
ill Angury ; yet went with heavy Cheer, till he J 
came to Maleparaus, where he found Reynard fit- Ab 
ting before the Gate, to whom he produced his 
Summons. h. 

The Fox hereupon welcomed him with all the Wu! 
Blandiſhments and Flatteries imaginable, ſaying, F | 
I will obey it: Vet, ſaid he, dear Couſin Tyberr, he 
after your great Travel, let me me intreat you}? 
to enter my poor Houſe; and ref:eſh yourſelf! 
with ſuch Proviſions as I have, which are, in-Wri 
deed, but mean, and in the Morning I will goWac 
with you, for you I dearly love, and can truſt ; f 
the Bear indeed was with me, but uſed ſuch 0 
prutiſh Rudeneſs, that I was afraid to accompany. 
him, leſt he ſhould deſtroy me by the Way; . 
but as for you, I know you to be wiſe, learn, Ra; 
ed, and good natur'd ; ſo that were I labouring Jne 
under any Diſeaſe, I would put forth all my Por 
Strength to accompany you. ; 
| Well, ſaid Tyberr, I believe you; but IT remem-'Þ 

| ber a little While ſince, you were talking of Pro. 
viſion, I rauſt confeſs my tedious Journey has. 
ralſed an Appetite in me: Pray, Couſin, what el! 
have you to eat? 

Truly, replied Reyyard, IT am but ſlenderly pro- 
vided at this Time; my beſt Fare is only a 
few Honey -Combs, and to thoſe you ſhall be 
heartily welcome. 

Alas, ſaid Sir 7ybert, that's Meat too daintyſſj U 
and luſcious for me; beſides, I am often uſed tqplat 
eat of it; but if you could help me to Half ec 
Dozen Mice, you would infinitely oblige mein 
and make me your Servant for ever. 10 
Mice, replied Reynard, love you them ſo well . 
Sure you are but in Jeſt, but if if in Barn 46 

| PD rake 


wy * 


lt 
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he ke no farther Care, for here's a Prieſt that has 
an A Barn hard by, where they ſwarm in ſuch abun« 
he ance, that you, and all your Kindred, are nor 
it- ble ro deſtroy them. 2 
his Well, ſaid Tyberr, lead me to the Place where 
gheſe Delicates are, and you ſhall find how faith - 
the zul I will ever be to you. 
ig, Follow me then, ſaid the Fox; and ſo toge- 
rt, her they went to the Barn. | 
ou, Now it had fo fallen out, that the Fox, the 
(elf Night before, had ſtollen a fat Hen, and the 
in- Prieſt, in Hopes to take him at his next coming, 
oo Pad placed a Gin at the Entrance of the Hole; 
& ; If this he was aware, and laughed to himſelf, 
uch do think how the Cat would be noos'd in it; 
any Pying, Hark, Sir Tybert, how they ſqueak, here 
I * the Hole, enter in, and you will not fail of 
Arm Saving your Belly full in a few Minutes; in the 
ing nean While I will ſtay and watch without, that 
Done come to interrupt you. But, dear Couſin, 
pe not too tedious, for I know my Wife will 
pe impatient to ſee and embrace you. 
Aye, but ſaid the Cat, do you imagine Fmay 
afely enter at this Hole? Thele Prieſts are crafty 
eJlows, and couch Danger in the moſt ſeeming 
Places of Security. 
O! never fear it, ſaid the Fox: Why, what 
ill you turn Coward, and be faint-hearted ? I 
ever perceived this Timerouſneſs in you be- 
ore; in Man, in, and fear no Danger. 
Upon this the Cat ſprung in, and was imme» 
d tohiately taken in the Gin, which Danger he no 
\FWooner perceived, but he would a ſprung ouc a- 
ain, Which drew it ſo cloſe, that he was al- 
1oft ſtrangled, ſtruggling and crying our bitter- 
y. All this While, Reynard was a Looker on, 
greatly rejoycing, and ſcoffing in this manner: 
ah, Couſin Zyberr, have you laid hold on the 
| B32 Mace ? 
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| Mice? I hope they are fat, for your Sake; me. 


thinks you ſing merrily at your Meat; pray, is 
it the Court-Faſhion ? If the Prieſt knew you 
were there, he would afford you ſuch Sauce to 

our Meat, the like you never taſted before: 1 
wiſh the Wolf was here, and coupled with you, 
then your Mewing, and his Howling, would make 
a curious Conſort for the Bear to dance to. 3 


\ 


The Cat all this while making a flouncing 10 % 
It 
| h1 


| 
L 


* 
c 
by 


and fro to get looſe, _awak'd the Parſon, who, 
ſuppoſing it had been the Fox that had been ta- 
ken, alarum'd his whole Family, and ordering 
Dame Jellock his Wife, to light up an Offering - 
Candle, he leaped out of Bed, and ran downge 
Stairs, being followed by Mortinct, his Son, andy? 
others, who laid fo unmercifully on Ybert, that 
they not only wotully bruis'd him, but Marti. th 
net, thinking at one Blow to deprive him of $© 
Life, beat out one of his Eyes, which the Cath. 
perceiving, and finding what Danger ſhe was in, X 
taking a deſperate Leap between the naked Prieſt ''Y._ 
Legs, with his Claws and Teeth, caught hold of. 
kis Genitals, and brought them clear away, which 1 
made him a perfed Eunuch: This Dame Folocth * 
{ecing, cry'd out moſt piteouſiy, and ſwore thi} 5e 
had rather have loſt Ten Years Offerings, thai 1 
ene ſmall Morſel of thole precious Jewels; cut- th. 
fing her hard Misfortune, and the Time that ever eie 
the Gin was placed there, to occaſion this Loſiſſ je 
and Sorrow; ſaying to her Son, ſee Martinet jet 
thy Father's Delight, and my Jewel, raken away Na 
by the curſed Car, ſo that now it is quite ſpoil an. 
ed; and tho' he may be recovered, and live long pre 
yet he can never be recover'd to my Satisfaction, ga 
or be any ways uſeful to me; but it is ſpoiled ® |} 
to his Shame, and my utter Loſs; O, Wor 


me 
Whill 
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Wblilſt ſhe thus lamented, the Parſon fell down. 
in a Swoon; while Renard lay fleering at a 
MD ſtance, ſaying, Dame Jodok, be not ſo griev- 


Y Med, there is many a Ghapel has but one Bell in 
; It., and that is ſufficient to call the good Wives 
uk ogether ; here is ſomething yet left, therefore 
.,,@be not ſo diſcontented. 


4 + . . . * * . 
e Anguiſn had put him into, one rubbing his 


Tempies, another running for Holy- Water to 
ing rinkle his Face, and the reſt very buſie about 


chat he had eſcaped; he returning to Malepardus, and 
the Cat in that miſerable Pligkt, to the Court, 
* {there to complain of R enard's Treachery. 
cal The King was exceedingly enrag'd, upon hears 
"ing and beholding what had happen'd to his fe- 
n cond Meſſenger, through the Fox's Villany, vow- 
ing a cruel Revenge, and called a Council how 
dich! to contrive it, fo that he might be brought to 
* 1 ſpeedy Juſtice. But here Grimbard the Brock, Rey- 
nel nard's Kinſman, once more preſum'd to inter- 
1 'X poſe on his Behalf; ſaying, May it pleaſe my 
mal Lord, tho' my Uncle were more wicked than 
US theſe Complaints make him, yet there are ſufli- 
eig cient Remedies againſt his Miſchiefs: Therefore 
if you proceed ro Juſtice, I beſeech your Mae 
jeſty it may be done as appertains to one of his 
Rank, which is, to give him a third Summons, 
and then, upon his Refuſal, to appear, you may 
dug pronounce Judgment and Sentence of Death a- 
107. gainſt him. 
ec Upon this the King ſternly demanded of the 
VN of Brock, if he knew any one that would truſt him, 


B 3 ſceing 


+ 
. 
* 


A ſeeing two of his faithful Servants had been bo 


— 


"4 
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tray d already to the Hazard of their Lives. 


That will I, faid Grimbard, if your Highneſ 
leaſes to command it; and no doubt but | x 
all bring him with me. of 
Then the King order'd him to prepare for hi 
A and above all Things, to take good} 
eed to his Safety; and ſo the Council broke up 


MOR AL. 


This ſheweth, that the Brock being diſgrac' A for fan 
ing up for his Kinſman, gave not ever to vind:cate him 
{o jome Men, innocent emſelves, think alſo, and ran 

en el ves inte Hazards, by vindicating their vi. 
ce Aient. The Kings decently burying the Ha 
jÞ-ws the Effects of a geod Diſpoſition to the Injured, u 
giving what pycſent Satisfaction they caw In the Bear: 
Recdineſs to fetch the Fox, we find theſe that hate 11, 
will take hold of any Ad vautage to do us Miſchief, 111'\* 
thy run a Hazard in doing it ; as we find by being 
intropped by the Frx 5 Cunning, with a feigned Bast 
Honey. By the Cat's going unwill ng'y, ſignifies Pru- 
#ence wit to venture upon an Unaertaking again enn - 
ning crafty Min, leſt we be unaaviſcaly enjnared, a 
the Cat wat it hopes of M.ce. * 
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CAT. 
ineſ 
ut i row Grimbard the Brock was ſent to command the 
Fox to come to Court; how he conſented to come, and 
r hig was ſbriven by him; and the Excuſe he made be- 
obi fore the King, of the Crimea laid to his Charge 3 
up. where upen he was condemn'd to be hang d; wiih the 
= Confiſſion he made, 
* 
ang 
TA 
Fall 
. 
Hen: 
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* EA the next Morning Grimbaid, the Brock 
took Leave of the King, and went on his 


journey to Malepardus, where he found Reynard 


and Ermilin his Wite playing with their Young z 
and, when they hadſaluted one another, he ſaid, Dear 


Uncle, take heed to yourſelf, almoſt every one} 


at Court is againſt you, and your Death will 
certainly enſue, with thoſe of your Wife and 


Children; allo the Deſtruction of this vour fair | 


Palace and other Edifices, if you ſpeedily appear 
net to vindicate your ſelf ; which if you do, 
upon third Summons, you will foil your Adverſa. 
ries, and put them to Silence; for you know bet- 
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| _ Accuſers, indeed in Mens Abſence. ate bold. 
ſaid the Brock, but when they come Fate to Face, 


' 


11 
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rer how to plead your ownCauſe than any one; you 
Have paſs d thro' many -Dargers, and come off with 
Safety ; then do nor incenſe the King in ftandingii 
out but go along with me. 0 
fear not replied Reynard, and therefore will 90% 
to Court; not to anſwer to Crimes, but becauſe 1 
know it ſtands in need of my Counſel 
doubt to make my Defencè, and ſhame my Accu. 


. 


iers, 


they hatelittle to ſay to them. 


of 


- hor do | 


tlereupon Rrynard, being about to depart, ad- 
Grels'd hi;nſelf to his Wife, ſaying Dame Ermil'n. 


teke care of my Children, Reynaraine and Roſſe/, and 
doubt not, but if ] eſcape, I ſhall make quick ert - 


turm to you. 


Then he took his Leave, and went with the 
Brock, leaving them Weeping, and in great Hea- 3 


vinels for his Departure. 


Reynard and Grimbard had not got a Mile on their 


Way. Lctore the Fox ſighed grievoutly, ard appeat— 


ed very pen ve; ot which Alteration the Breck 
demanding the Rea'on, the Fox fetching a deep- | 
er Sigh then before, replied Dear Nephew, ſince 


Jam going to venture my Life, and fome Things 
lie heavy on my Conſcience, it is but reaſonable to 
disburthen myſelf of 'em, and corfels em to you, 


that fo, acco ding to Your Wiidom, you being 


in Orders, may abſolve me of them. thar I may 


ſneak the more boldly when I come to 
Peience, 


Conient, faid the Brock. ſo that fer th 


you'll become a ſincere Penitent, 


This the Fox promis'd, and began to make his 


make my 


- 


udure 


- 


Confeſſion : I have, ſaid he, grievouily offended 
againſt almoſt all Creatures: Bruin the Bear, was 


brought near unto Death by me; 


— 


Tybert the 
Cat 
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at I likewiſe ſnar'd, and caus'd to loſe his Eye- 
hanticleer I have abuſed, and devoured many of 
his Children; nay the King and Queen haye not 
been free from my Malice; the Wolf I have in- 
Fur'd many ways, calling him Uncle, the better to 
delude him into Danger, tho' he is not any ways 
akin to me, no Part of his filthy Blood running 1n 


my Veins, however, by this Decoy, I gain'd io 


upon his Eaſineſs, as to make him believe he was 


exceeding learned, and that I would per fer him to 
be a Pariſh Clerk, which he joyfully hearking to, 


told him, the firſt Step to it was to toll the Bell: 
Well, he defired me that I would teach him to do 
it; ſo finding one Day the Chapel Door carelelly 
left open, I faſtned his Foot to a Bell- Rope, when 


+. making a Jangling with the Bell, the Village Toie | 


upon him, and almoſt murther'd him; I taught 
him to catch Fiſh with his Tail in the froſty Wea® 
ther; and led him to a rich Prieſt's Houſe to ſteal _ 
Bacon, where feeding ſo unreaſonably that he could 


not get out at the Hole enter'd. I inatch'd a Hen 


from the Prieſt's Table, and running away with it, 


dropt it where the the Wolf was, where my Put- 


ſuers found him, and having as they thought, 


beat him ro Neath, they dragged him out and 
os threw him into a Ditch ; where, notwithflanding 


he revived, and crawled Home with broken Bones, 
& curſing me all the Way; But the more the Fe 
is curſed, the butter he thrives ; for I carch'a 
by the way a ſtubble Goole, and putting her up 
into my Male, went to Malepardus, and made 
merry with my Wife and Children: Another 
time led him toa Place where I told him, there 
was ſeven Hens and à Cock, which indeed there 
were before I had ſtole em, and conveyed them to 
my Den, and there I thruſt him on a Trap-door, 
ſo that he fell down into the Houſe many Stories, 
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= the Wolf, roſe with Tongs and Shovels, and ſo b 
* labour'd him, that had he not eſcaped at a Door 


F Life. Thus at ſundry Times I've brought him t. 
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& raiſed the Family, who crying out, The Wo! 


lefr open by Careleſneſs, they had there ended hi 


the Brink of the Grave; yet, like a true Fon 
can deny it upon the Account of any Danger ti 
myſelf, as confidently as if I had never ſeen hin 
in all my Life; I have alſo offended Dame 4r{: 
wind his Wife, of which I muſt likewiſe repent 
. tho'T am now aſhamed before you, who arg a ve 
ry modeſt Perſon, to expreſs the manner of it. 

Nay ſaid Grimbard, if you make your Shrift im 
perfectly I know not how to allot your Penance 
and abſolve you- | 
Truly, replied the Fox, I've often lain with 
her; firſt by Force, when I perſwaded her ty 
thruſt her Head and Fore-feet into a Yoak, telling 
her it was a Nun's Veil, and that I'd teach her t. 
ſing her Ave Mary, and afterwards, often by he, 
Conſent, ſince ſhe has been married to 1ſzrim ; and 
now I've told you all, order me my Penance. # 

Well, ſaid Grimbard, break off that Hazel wan! 
wich your Teeth. Which the Fox readily did: 
then ſaid the Brock, Give yourſelf three Stripes 
on the Body; With this he alſo complied ; ther 
faid the Brock, Lay it down and leap over it, with 
out bowing your Legs thrice. This he did like 
wile. Now ſaid Grimbard, there remains but ons 
thing more, and I abſolye you, and that is, take 
it up and kiſs it gently, in Token of your Repen 
Tance and Humility. + | 

This done, the Brock abſolved him of his Mur 
thers, Thefts and other Crimes to that Day 
ſo that the Fox exceedingly rejoyced, not that he 
fancied it ſignified any thing, but that it being 
_lold ay Court, ſtood him in Read with the Over 
| cl 
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eredulous, and beget in them a better Oppion of 
him for the future. Yet for all this, Reynard 


could not long diſſemhle, for as they paſſed by a 


Nunnery where many Geeſe and Pullets were 
ſtraggling on the Common, he lcap'd at a fat 
Hen, bur ſhe ſtruggled and got away from him, 
leaving him only his Mouth full of Feathers ; for 


which the Brock extreamly chid him, putting. 


him in mind of what he had lately promiſed ; 
but it ſignified little, for till they were out of 


Sight, he looked back and Lept his Eyes on them, 
his Chops 8 ſo dainty a Morte], for } 


which, when tke 
plied, 

Dear Nephew, you do me Injury for I was only 
looking towards your holy Place, and ſaying a 
Placedo for all the Souls of the Hens, Geeſe, Ducks, 
Cc, that have been wounded and deyoured by me. 

Ah, faid G-:.mbard, I am afraid you are of the 
Nature of the Cat in the Fable, whom a young 
Man ſo intirely loved that he prayed in the Tem- 
of Yinus, till, for his Sake, the Goddeſs turned 
ter into a Woman; but no ſooner was ſhe in Bed 
with her Bridegoom, in the Height of Joy and 
Delight but ſceing a Mouſe on rhe Floor, ſhe 


reck again chid him, he re- 


leaped from her Husband's Arms to purſue. her, 
e forgetting how ſhe was changed and deligned for 
ne other things; which ſo angried Yen, 


transformed her again into her former Likeneſs. 
You are wiſe, Uncle, and can make a Mora) Con- 
ſtruction of this, fit to be applied to your preſent 
Circusaſtance, therefore be cautious, and well 
onſider your Ways for the future 
Whiif this  Diſcourie continued, they came 
within fight of the Court, which made Reynard 
tiemble; however, he reſolv'd to face the Storm, 
and ſo, with the Porter's Lec ve, they entred the 
Gates el the Ro; al Palace of Sandy, 
N 3 6 Na 
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that ſhe 
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| 


| interrupting him, ſaid, Hold your Peace, Tray: 
tor; I know, by Diſſimulation and fair Speeches 
zou would evade your Puniſhment, and lay Crimes 
to the Charge of others; but your Blandiſhmenrs 
will not now avail you, you have too often de- 
ceived me, and broken the Peace I firiftly com- 
managed to be inviolably kept. 
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No ſooner was the Fox's Arrival known, but 
un the Beaſts whom he had injur'd prepared to ex- 
hibit their Complaints againſt him, but as he paſ. 
fed thro' Troops of them, he kept his Counte- 
nance, without any Sign of Fear, or Regard of their 
threatning Looks, as if he had been the innocens| 


reſt Creature in the World. When he came be. 


fore the King, who ſat ina Chair of State, his} 
Queen on the right Hand, and his Counſellors 4. 
bout him, he fell on his Knees, craving the Bleſ-k 
ſing of Heaven and Earth on their Majeſties and! 
all their Royal Progeny, wiſhing them Succeſs, 

Health and Victory, with many other flattering 
Expreſlions, to curry Favour ; but they were lis 
tle minded by any, as knowing they proceeded} 
rather from Fear then Reverence or Reſpect ;|# 
however, he thus craftily began to excuſe him - 


ſelf: , '8 
1 do not doubt, moſt gracious Sovereign that 


tho' I] am the trueſt of all rvants to your Mai 
jeſty, yer I am enyied for it by many in this 
Court, who labour to riſe by my Fall: yet tho 
Platterers always lurk in Princes Courts with their 
jalſe Tails, and ſer Speeches, to abuſe Royal Ears, 
yet your Majeſty is known to he of a more djicern-} 
ing judgment than ſo to be impoſed on; there-} 
tore I doubt not but thoſe who would abuſe you} 


with unjuſt: Complaints againſt me your faithful 


Servant, will be brought ro deſerved Shame. 
He would hrve proceeced, but the King angrily 


Then 
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Then all preſent began cry out againſt the Fox 
of ſeveralInjuries he had done them; but the Lion 
commanded Silence, and thus proceeded : Thou 
wicked Wretch, doſt thou ſee how many accuſe 
thee ? and dareſt thou pretend to be Innocent? 
With what Face can't thou ſay thou art my faith- 


ful Servant, ſince ſo often you have willfully bro- 
ken my Commands ; but a ſevere Puniſhment 


hangs over thy Head. apy 

Alas, replied the Fox, I ſee many powerful 
Enemies here, who, by their raſh Unadviſedneſs, 
or covetous Inclinations, have ruſhed into Miſ- 
fortunes, and now are prepared with Malice 
enough to lay the Fault on me: Could I help ir, 
if Sir Bruin gota bloody Pate by his greedy Search 


after Honey in the Carpenter's Yard ? Had he 


had any Regard to your Majeſty's Affairs, he would 


have immediately returned to give an account 
ati of his Errant, and not, by prefering his own 


Advantage, fallen into the Hands of Men who 
ſo miſuſed him. As for the Cat, his Fault was 
the ſame, to prefer a few filly Mice before your 
Intereſt, or the Regard of your Commands; and 
tho' being took in the Prieſt's Barn ina Gin, he 
loſt an Eye, yet by biting off the Prieſt's Geni- 
tals, he has diſappointed all the young Women 
in the Pariſh, who us'd to be refreſh'd with that 


moſt comfortable Morſe] : Thoſe Injuiies the 


Bear and Cat received, were none of my Offen- 
ces it is plain, but ſoughr by themſelves. But 
you, my gracious Lord, may do your Pleaſure 
with your humble Slave, who has no other Hope 
againſt ſuch powerful Opponents, but in your 
Royal Clemency, tho' my Death is too mean a 
Sacrifice for your Anger, and can yield you little 
Profit; yet whatever you determine, I ſhall pa- 
tienzly ſubmit to. 


2 3 When 
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he cauſed him immediately to be arreſted, and up- 


was paſſed upon him, That he ſhould be excutel}/ 


the Slip, and eſcape into ſome Hole, Buſh; oc 


When Reynard had proceeded thus far, Belin th# 
Ram, and Oſeway the Ewe, ſtept from among 
the Crowd, and humbly beſoughr the King, tha! 
they might have a fair Hearing ; and ſo did ſong 
hundreds more, who had been injured by him, al 
with one Cry imploring Juſtice againſt him. This 
made Reynord look pale, eſpecially when he found 
the King was no longer to be won on his Side, for 


1 


on plain Proof of many notorious Crimes, by ſe. 
veral credible Witneſles againſt him, Sentence 


on a Pair of Gallows of twenty Foot high; which 
Sentence was immediately recorded. : 

This made Sir Reynard look very m&elancholy,y 
and dejetted, eſpecially becauſe the King had ſtri 4 
ly commanded that none of his Friends ſhould i: 
tercecd for his Pardon; but his Enemies great:1\? 
rejoyced, as not doubting but they ſhould novhy 
be revenged on him: which made the Brock, ard 
other of his Blood, ſeeing they could do him no 
Good, retire from Court, diſcontented; which 
the King obſerving, ſaid to his Council, It is need} 
ful that we take mature Deliberation on th: 
weighty Matter: For tho' the Fox has Faulrs| 
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that have created him many Enemies, yet I per 
ceive his Virtue has chain'd to him cloſe mam 
fait Friends. b 
Whilſt the King was thus diſcourſing, the Cat, 
impatient of Revernge, urg'd the V\ olf and che 
Bear to haſten Reynard's Execution, alledging, the 
Night was at hand, and then he would give then 
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Brake, where they ſhould not, without great Dit 
ficulty, if at all, recover him: Beſides, Sir 1/:im, 
conſider it was by his means your two Brother 
vere 2anged ſome Years ſince, where the Gallows 
is yet ſtandivg ; let us conyey him thither. 
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reſolved to be reveng'd ; they lead him, 
before, and the Wolf behind, to the Place of Exe- 


cution, where Tyberr, who was appointed Hang» | 
man, had got with the noozed Rope, and there 
when the King, Queen, and Nobles had plac'd. 
them on Scaffolds, to ſee his Laſt, they raiſed the 
Laddder of it with the Rope about his Neck ; | 
when turning to that Side the King and Queen 


fare on, he ſaid, Now I am in great Sorrow 


ſurrounded with the Terrors of Death, tho'l } 

have ſeen my Father die this Way with much Gen- 

tleneſs, yet as a peor dying Wretch, all IT intreat } 
is, That I may disburth 

open the Secrets of my Heart, to die with the 

more Eaſe, that I may not be diſturbed in my 

„ Grave, by going out of the World with any | 
thing that may be burthenſome to my Conſcience. | 


en my Conſcien ce, and 


This Requeſt was thought reaſonable by all, 


and the King thereupon giving him free Leave to 
ſpeak; after fetching a deep Sigh, he thus proceed- 
ed: Alas! I ſee few here whom I have not offend- 


ed ina grieveous manner, tho' in my Youth I was 


55 accounted Vertuous ; but playing with Lambs, at 


laſt I fortuned to bite one, and taſting the Sweetneſs, 
of bis Blood, I could not forbear til! I had murther- 
ed many ; this carried me likewiſe among the Goats, 
to deſtroy many of their Kids, then Ife upon Hens, 
Geele, Cc. And ſo by degrees my Crimes en- 


| 33 
At this Reproach Igrim grew very angry, yet 
the Bear, 


| 


creaſed to greater Matters, till roving in the Win- 


ter, I met with Sir 1/grim, who lay ina hollow 
Tree almoſt famiſh'd, and made bim believe he. 


was my Uacle, declaring unto him my Pedigree, 
ſo that he ſeem'd to be very glad of his Kindred 
and from that Day (which Iam bound tocurſe) 
I ſtruck a League of Friendſhip with him, and 
we together murthered many of your noble Sub- 
jeQs, the leſſer not being ſufficient for his boner 
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[ Ws as Bucks, Does, Rams, Ews, and the like !. 


[ 
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which I had to my preſent Grief, but a veryſ.. 
*Mender Share ; not that I wanted ir, but to ſee hike; 


Ingratitude, who ſet for him all Game; for I then n 
had, and ſtill have, more Treaſure than ten Carts} 
can contain. - co 
When the King heard him ſpeak of ſuch great 
Riches, he interrupted him, and commanded him Con 
to declare how he came by it, as being deſirous too 
be poſſeſſed of it: To which the Fox replied, MyP&. 
Lord, this Wealth indeed was ſtole, and had it. + 
not been ſo, it had coſt you your Life, which N e 
Heaven defend from the bloody Deſigns of your be 
Enemies. When the Queen heard him ſay ſo, put 
ſhe ſtarted, ſaying, its 
Reynard, I command you to conceal nothing of ig. 


this dangerous Conſpiracy againſt the Life of my : nit 


dear Lord. | Nei 

To which he replied, Moſt gracious Lady, I think bf | 
it well becomes me, in this Caſe, to disburthenſted 
my Conſcience, that I may go out of the World or 


with more Peace of Mind: Certain it is, that Raff 


the King ſhould have been murtherea by his own Mon 


Subjects; and tho' many of the Confpirators are hs 


my near Kindred yet, as a dying Wretch, for v 
whom Hopes of Life coes remain, I will not ſpare Ihe 
to diſcover them for the publick Good, in the o 
Preſervation of your Majeſties, who had e' e HRo. 
this Time been diſpoſed and murthered, had it le. 
not been prevented by my Means. And here: r 
upon he looked fo pirifully, that the Queen in- Har 
treated the King, that the Fox might have Liberty Way, 
to make the Matter more plain; which being Wee 
granted, and Silence commanded, he again pro-Mo | 


 cceded. Thi 


Some Years ſince, my Father ſearching the EarthÞÞye 
in a range Wilderneſs, happen'd to find the Nor 


Treaſure of King Ermerick, conſiſting of Jewels, 


Silyer, 
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ilver, Gold, and other rich Things, whereupon 


e grew proud, and held in Contempt of the 
hifMeaſts of the Foreſt; then calling Sir Tybert to 
henſſſum, he ordered him to go to the Foreſt of Arden, 
Arts 


and ſeek out his Bruin, with Letters, wherein he 
Acquainted him with his good Fortune, and ten- 
eatBlered his Fealty to him, ſaying, If he would 
infrome to him, he would make him Ting, and ſet 
StoBKour Royal Crown on his Head; which he, who 
Myßzs the moſt ambitious of a'l Creatures, delayed 
I itf&;ot to come, and then they ſent for Grimbard my 
ich heephew, and Igrim, and many others, ſo that 
gur tbe Conſpiracy grew ſtrong, and divers were ſent 
„put to levy Forces, to be paid with the Trea- 
Jure my Father had found, which they ſecretly 

; Of Wifted in great Numbers, throughout your Do- 
my ninions; but while they thought to bring their 
$wicked Purpoſes to an Iſſue, Grimbard, at one 
ink of their Feaſts, being fluſtered with Wine, dec'a- 
1enfed all to Dame Sl/opard his Wife; and tho' he 
110 Bcommanded her Secreſie on Pain of her Life, yet, 
hat! Frighted at ſuch horrid Treaſons, ſhe could not 
vn ong conceal it, but told all to my Wife Ermel'n 
ares they were paſting over a Heath, ſaving their 
forByve Maria; and tho' ſhe ſwore her to Secreſie by 
are [the three Kings of Cullen, yet ſhe could not refrain 
the to reveal it to me in a great Conſternation : 
er Nor was I leſs aſtoniſhed when I heard ir, my 
:Ficart fnking down as cold as Lead, yet I made 
Br my Buſineſs to Counter-plot my Father. and fo 
narrowly watched him, to find where his Treaſure 

ay, (and prelerye your Majeſty) that one Dey I 

ee him come out of a Hole, looking every Way 


im, he threw in the Earth, and ſmoothed it 
yer with his Tail, going immediately to the 
onſpicators, to tell them all was ſafe. 
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on The Night was no ſoonercome, but I brough 
my Wife and Children to the Place, and with ir 


Mn finite Labour we remov'd it to another Plac: 
which Loſe, when my Father came to underſtan! 


| 
U 
j 
| 


not knowing how to recover it again, he thr 


Shame, Anger, and Vexation, hang'd himſelf 
which I contentedly could behold for the P. 
ſervation of your Majeſties Lives; for when th 
reſt heard of this Diſaſter, and the Loſs of th 
Treaſure that ſhould pay their Forces, they di 


tation with great Confuſion. 

Thus, by my Po'icy, the Bear was fruſtrate 
from placing himſelf in your Royal Thron 
tho' From this good Service to vour Crown at 
Dignity, ſprung all my Miſeries, by making n 
ſelf ſuch potent Enemies, whole Malice has pe: 


who would have deſtroyed you, are of yo! 
Privy Council, trampling on me who am f 
into Miſery and Diſgrace, for doing that, whi 
by my Allegiance I was bound to bs And he 
he ended very ſad and penſive, though in h 
Mind he was otherways, as knowing this feign 


. 
10 


Story would work his Deliyerance, and gain At 


vantage over his Enemies. 
MORATL. 


By the Brock's being ſent, ſhews when others | 
endangir'd, to try ſuch as the V eous Party has 
Kindneſs for, or will appear n hi Vind'cation, th 
they enaꝝ · either prevail, or run the Hazard ef th 
own Folly, His Shrift to him, ſhews Hypecriſy, 4 
a ſeeming Religion when in Danger, that thoſe wbo 
innocent, ay pity and fiand by them, being decei 
by their ſpecious Pretences of reforming their Liv 
get are ſo habitually wicked, they cannot long conc, 


banded their Armies, and broke up their Conluſ 


ſecuted me to the Gates of Death, whilſt the 
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it, as appears by the Fox's catching at the Capon, &c* 
His Excuſes at. Court, ſhews when Men are in Danger, 
they will not flick at any Falſhood to fee themſelves, 

as by the Fox's feigned Treaſure appears. ; 


— CC 


CHAP. IV. 


How the King credited him, and cauſed him to be taken 
from the Gallows, whereupon he wowed a Pilpri- 
mage, and brought th: Bear ana Wolf into great 
Diſtreſs, and was himſelf highly honourcd : How he 
murthered Key ward the Hare, and ſent his Head 
te the King, by Bellin the Ram, who was thereupon 
given to the Bear and Wolf to be ſlain, &c. 


— . 


3 HE Fox by his diſſembling Speech, having 
poſſeſſed the King with Hopes of gaini 3 
vaſt Sums of Treaſure, and how he had befriende 

him in preventing the Treachery deſigned againſt 
him, he cauſed him immediately to be taken down 
from the Gallows, and queſtioned him where the 
great Riches he ſpoke of was, who told him it 1 


| O my Lord, replied the Fox, as I am a dying 
Creature, unleſs your Mercy be extended to me 
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hid by him in a Wilderneſs, called Halfterlo, ut 
der the Bottom of -a Beech-Tree, by the Side of 
the River Creckneypit, that runs through the Wil- 
derneſs. At this the Lion ſtared on him, as it 
he belieyed it not, ſaying, he had heard of mo! 
Places in the World, as well Cities and Towns, 
as Foreſts and Rivers, but never heard of thei: 


it is certainly true; and if my Words gain no 
Belief, even Xeyward the Hare, though he de) 
calres himſelf, without Cauſe, my Enemy, if h 
be ſworn, will give you an Account of the Wil 
derneſs and River. Then was KeywarAd call'd ant 
put to his Oath, to anſwer nothing but the Tru: 
to ſuch Queſtions as ſhould be demanded of, him, 
Then ſaid the Fox, Kqward, let not Prejudice 
kinder you to anfwer my Queſtion, Know you, 
Creckneypit ? Yes, very well, replied the Hare, it 
is a great River that runs thro' the Wilderneſs c 


Hulſterlo, where Father Simony the Monk, waßpou 


taken Coining falſe Money, many Years befor$0O 
Ringwood the Hound and I ſcraped Acquaintance: 
I may well remember it, for there I have en 
dured many bitter Winters. Upon giving this 
Teſtimony, he was ordered. to withdraw. The 
ſaid the Fox, May my Relation be now credited ? 
Yes, Reynerad, faid the King, and I intreat you 
to excule my Jealouſie, which could not be lels 
ſince you have ſo many times deceived me; bun 
however, it will be convenient that you go withi 
me, and ſhew me the Place. Alas, ſaid ReynardgpQt 
I ſhould be proud to attend on your Majeſty, ane 
rhe willingeft Creature in the World to do it 
had I not Yeſterday made a Vow, if I eſcape 
with Life and Liberty, I would immediately rak 
a Pilgrimage to Rome, to be abſolved of the Pope 
Curſe, which I lay under, for perſuading 55 

. S 0 


ur 


© 0 
Wil 
a8 It 
Mol! 
bens, 
heſe 
y 111g 

me, 


Volf to run away from a Monaſtery where he 
ad enter'd himſelf a Monk, upon his complain- 


pt Food, tho' indeed he eat as much as ſix ; 
nd from thence I intend to paſs to Jeruſalem, 
ind ſo mortify myſelf by Faſting, and doing 
ood Works, that I may waſtoff the Stains my 
times have fixed on me, Well, replied the 


ning, if ſuch a Vow be upon you, and you un- 


deer the Cenſure of the Church, you ſhall not 
f heþccompany me, but depart and perform what you 
Wilhave promiſod : I will take Keyward the Hare, 
and _ others with me, who may direct me as 
ruhen. 


him The Fox greatly rejoyced at this; and the Con- 


idicerence was no ſooner over, but the King and 
you, Queen mounted on a Scaffold, in Sight of all Beaſts 
„ ipreſent, placing the Fox between them, and Si- 
s oſence being commanded, the Lion thus began: All 
wald ou my Subjects, who are here aſſembled, give 
forgood Attention to what I ſhall ſay: In Renard 
ace © find no Fault, or at leaſt ſuch as he has repented 
- enÞf; therefore I conſtitute him one of my ſupream 
thigMiniſters in State-Affairs, and of my Houſhold 
Chenſthe Chief Officer, freely acquitting him of all 
red is Treſpaſſes, and conſigning to him a General 
youardon for all Crimes committed by him to this 


leery Moment; and therefore command yon, up- 


bun your Allegiance, to do to him, his Wife and 
withildren, that Reverence as is due to their Cha- 
nardffacters; for he is become a new Creature, and 
ano is going a Pilgrimage to Rome, to repent him 

o irÞf his Sins, and obtain the Pope's Abſolution. 
ape When the Wolf, Bear and Cat heard this, they 
tallverę much grieved that his Flatteries and Lies had 
ope prevailed againſt the Truth; fo that the Wolf 
+ th$ould not forbear complaining againſt the Fox to 
Wolie King, with ſuch Arrogance, that being. ſe- 
Rs | conded 
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ng to me that he was almoſt famiſhed for want 


| 
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conded in the ſame Manner by the Bear, it Was 


taken ſo heinouſly, that they were both arreſted 


for High Treaſon, and bound Hand and Foot, fo 
that they could not ſtir from the Place where they 
3 , afterward they were caſt into a Dungeon, 
which not only overjoyed the Fox, that his Project 
had taken ſo well, but Huck the reſt of his Ene- 
mies with ſuch Fear, that they immediately de- 
parted; yet. here he ſtopped not, but petitioned 
the Queen to haye as much of the Bear's Skin as 
would make a Coat of Male; as alſo to have the 
Wolf's two Fore-Shoes, and his Wife's Hinder- 
Shoes, to keep his Feer from the Stones and Gra- 
vel; which were taken from them with great 
Pain and Danger of their Lives; yet notwith- 
ſtanding the intollerable Pain, they durſt not re- 
vile the treacherous Fox, who had been the Oc- 
caſion of their Miſeries. 

When Reynard had greas'd and fitted on his 
Shoes, he deſired that his Staff might be bleſſed 
and delivered to him aecording to the Uſe of 
Pilgrims ; which the King commanded the Ram 
to do, as alſo to ſay maſs over him before he de- 
parted ; but he retuſed it, becauſe he was under 
the Pope's. Curſe, unleſs the King would ſecure 
him againſt the Biſnop and Ordinary; but when 


he ſaw the Lion look angry, he trembl'd for Fear, 


and immediately fung Maſs over the Fox, who 
little regarded it; then giving Benedi&ion to his 
Scaff and Male, he delivered it to him; ſo the 
Lion and all the Beaſts attended the Fox Part of his 
Way, who ſeemed loth to depart, tho' inward)y 
he deſir'd nothing more than to be rid of thei 


Attendance ; ſo that he intreated the King to xe 


rurn for his Health's Sake, and to prevent the 


Danger that might happen if the Wolf and Bearfl: 


ſhould get looſe, and raiſe Tumults and Commo 


tions; ſo taking ſolemn Leave, the King return . 


With 
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vas ith all the Beaſts, except Keyward and Sir Bellin, 
ted hom Reynard perſuaded to go farther with him 
ſo , by Degrees, with pleaſant Tales and Diſcourſes, 
ey) e drill'd chem, by unknown Ways, to Malepar- 
on, , that being his furtheſt intended Pilgrimage; 
elt id now he was fully reſolved to be reveng'd on 
ne- he Hare for accuſing him to the King; where- 
de- Pre at the Gatt᷑ of his Palace, he ſaid, Sir Bellin, 
el F you'll but ſtay a little here, I and Keyward will 


as ep in a few Moments, and take Leave of my Wife 


the nd Children, where he ſhall be Witneſs to a 
ler · N] Paſlages and Vows between us, that if ei- 
ra · Mer break them, the Law may inflict due Puniſh» 
eat ent; ſo going in, they found the She-Fox and 
the heir young Ones at their Eaſe; yet ſhe no ſoon- 
re· I ſee Reynard return jn Safety, but leaping up, 
Ice Pe ran to embrace him, and ask d of his Welfare, 
d how he ſped at Court; which he told her from 
hisFoint to Point, with all the Honour that had 
fled ficen done him; how he had left the Bear and 
; of Wolf in Priſon, and deceiv'd the King; and, as 
am pr this Keyward he's my Enemy, and has vehe- 
de-hently accus'd me, and have decoyed him hither, 
der take Revenge, and feaſt on his Carcaſs. 
ure K ward no ſooner heard this, but he trembled 
hend cried to Bellin for Help; but Reynazd ſoon 
ear ſaught him by the Throat, and ſtopped his Noiſe, 
whop cat him up all but the Head, which the Fox 
hiszved to enſnare the Ram's Life. 


the After they had merrily breakfaſted on poor 


 hiſeyward's Carcaſs, the Fox declared to his Wife, 
rdlyfhat this Fact known at Court, would make all 
heiſſe disbelieved he had ſaid, and then ſpeedy Scearh 
re- Voald be made after him; theerefore if ſhe 
therou!d agree to it, he thought fit, for both their 
Bealfafeties, to change the Place of their Aboad, and 
move Incognito, but ſhe urged ſo many Realons a- 
rn'S:iaſt ir, that he reſolyed not to remove. 

vith g | Whilſt 
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Whilſt theſe Things paſſed within, Bella nc 
was without waiting, wich much Impatience, th 
for the Hare's Return, that they might go back v 
to Court, and therefore call'd alould for hinfl. th 
to come forth; whereupon the Fox went to hin re 
and ſaid, Good Sir Eellin, be not angry, for Ky H 
ward is ſo engag d in Diſcourſe with his Aunty to. 
he cannot leave her, nor tan ſhe us yet part wich ce: 
him, her Love is ſo great to him; but if you we 
will be pleas'd to go a ſoftly Pace before, you for 
know he is light, and will eaſily overtake yu, La 
before you nave travelled many Miles. Nav Ac 
laid the Ram, but if I miſtake not, I heard Kg. rh 
ward piteouſly cry out, Murther. Alas, rep'icdf - 
the Fox, then you are miſtaken indeed; can you Ha 
ſo much as fancy he can receive any Hurt undeiſ No 
my Roof? far be that Thought from you: Truny 
it is, there is ſome thing in it; ydu might heat une 
him cry indeed, for when I told my Wife tbez tio 
long and dangerous Pilgrimage I had undertaken,wh 
ſhe ſwooned away for Griet ; wherein X ward the 
through the great Affection he bears her, fear-Bhe 
ing the would have dy'd, cry'd out, O! vSifwit 
Bellin, help, help, my Aunt dies; but ſoon ſnegwhe 
was revived to his and my unſpeakable Joy, ac 
- whereupon he left erying. But letting rhel: 
Things paſs, you remember I promiſed to ſend 
the King Letters before my Departure, which 
all this While I have been writing, and mull 
intreat you, dear Couſin, to carry. | 
I would be your Friend in this, ſaid the Ram, 
but J am, as you ſce, unprovided of any Thingſ*ke 
to put them in; and to carry them in my Mou: 
py would look ridiculops. Well, ſaid the Fox, furfÞad 
1 this trouble not yourſelf, you ſhall have my*cv 
= Mail, which you may hang about your Neck! 
and carry with little Trouble; they are fo we! 
bl , penn'd, chat you will gain Credit by them, iP 
* IM —_—— @ 
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not Preferment : I am content you ſhould have 
the Praiſe of them, and fay you diQated the 
Words, whilſt I writ them down. This made 
.the filly Ram, who was ambitious, greatly to 
rejoyce; to the Mail, with murther'd Keyward's 
Head in it, was hung about bis Neck, and fo he 
took his Leave, flattering himſelf with the con- 
ceived Hopes of Advancement all the Way he 
went to Court, conſidering many ignorant Per- 
ſons, who have had the Vanity to attribute the 
Labours of others to themſelves, have mer witk 
Advancement ; and why might not he be of 
Nh. tit Number? | e INES 
ed When he came to Court almoſt breathleſs for 
you Haſte, he found the King ſitting ' amongſt his 
10erff Nobles, diſcourſing of Reynard's Pilgrimage, ma- 
rue ny pitying bim tor the tedious Journey he had 
nea'fÞY undertaken, and applauded him for his Reforma- 
the tion from a wicked, to a virtuous Life; but 
gen, when the Lion ſaw the Bear's-Skin Mail about 
ard the Ram's Neck, with ſomething weighty in it, 
eat he wonder'd, and the more, becauſs he came 
ditwithout the Hare; and thereupon demanded 
me where he left the Fox: My Lord, replied he, I 
attended him to his Houſe, and from thence I 
brought theſe Letters, which, indeed, are of my 
own indicting, tho* my Coulin writ them over, 
nd recommended them to your, Majeſty, nog 
Joubting but they will give your Highneſs great 
Satisfaction. | 
am, The King commanded Becert his Secretary te. 
ningfteke off the Mail, open it, and read the Letters 
butch a laudible Voice; bur inſtead of Letrers, he 
 forfÞad no ſooner put his Hand therein, but he 


mypiew out murther'd Xeyward's Head, which ſtruck | 


ech be whole Aſſembly into a great Conſteryation ; 
welſad the Ram ſeeing how he was impoſed on, 
irembled, and fell on his | craving * 

: - : 1S 
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The King having by this Time recoyer'd him. 
ſelf rom this Amaze, with an angry Voice, his 
Eyes ſparkling like Lightning, ſaid, How blind- 
ed was I in my Underſtanding, e'er to credit 
| this Traytor Reynard, who under all his fair 
Speeches, covers Malice and Miſchief. Whereup- | 


on he groaned terribly, and hung down his Head 
For Anger and Shame to be impoſed on, as like- 


wiſe did the Queen; which Sir Firelaper the | 
Labbard, who fat next to the King, perceiving, | 


thus began : 
Let not 


nobler Purpoſes : Are not you Lord of the Fo- 
reſts, and all your Subjects in your Power to 
Puniſh as you pleaſe ? To this the King repli- 
ed, Dear Couſin, ſuch unexpeRted Miſchief and 


Difſgrace as this, cannot but touch me near; I 
am, to my Shame, betrayed by a baſe Villain, 


whom I roo fondly, and againſt Reaſon, credi- 
ted ; one who has made me do Injury to my beſt 


Friends. and even thoſe of my Bloed, as is teſti- 


fied in what I have unadviſedly done to the Wolf 


and Bear on his Accuſation, and my Queen's Per-; 


ſuaſions, which will ſtick as a Stain and Reproach 


on me for eyer. 
Let not your Majeſty ſay fo, replied the Li- 


dard, you ſtand above all Injuries, and your Smiles 


ran eaſily cure the Wounds you have made; the 


Recompences you are able to give, are ſufficient 
to reward thoſe that may complain: If the 
Bear and Wolf have been injured by Reynerd's 


falſe Accuſation, there is a preſent Way before 
you to make them amends; fince the Ram has 
confeſs'd himſelf a Party with Reynard in Ke -· 


ward's Death, owned he indicted the Letters, 
hick in plain Terms was murthering rhe Hare, 
For no better ConſtruUtion can be made of it, ſee- 
ing 


Sorrow come near your Highneſs's 
Heart for this traiterous Deed, but keep it for | 
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. ing he has audaciouſly brought his Head to his 


15 | Majeſty, let him and his Lineage be given te 
chem as a Prey: And for Reyuard, tho' he is nor 
rin your Power at preſent, yet we will go and 
ir Þ beſiege his Caſtle, take him thence by Force, and 
P- Þ bring him bound to your Majeſty, to do with 
al Þ him as you ſhall think fir. 

e This Counſel highly pleas'd the King, who im- 


he mediately ſent the Libard to fetch Sir Bruin and 


8» | Sir 1/grim from Priſon, where they lay in Chains, 
„ expecting every Hour the Sentence of Death; but 
SS F Sir Firelapel no ſooner pronounced their Pardon, 
Or put thoſe Fears vaniſhed, they rejoyced when he 
told them the King was not only ſorry for the 
co Puniſhment he had cauſed to be inflifted on 


li- them, but, as a Recompence, had deliver'd inte 


nd their Power the Ram and his whole Lineage, 
: I F to devour and deſtroy at their Pleaſure, where- 
in, Fever they met them, for ever; as alſo to hunt 
di- and deſtro Reynard the Fox; and all his Lineage, 
eſt Þ whereyer t ey ſhould find him, or them; and for 
iti- which Privilege they ſhould receive Letters Pa- 
ol tents under the Royal Signet, not to be reyok'd, 
er-Fif they kept their Fealty inviolable : Upon theſe 
ach Terms, coming into the King's Preſence, they 

_ {were received into Favour, fo that at the King's 
Li-YCommand, Bellin was immediately ſlain, and af- 
ter him, they went out and deſtrayed a great 
the many of his Kindred, as well ſucking Lambs, as 


_ ws, and ſo continue to perſecute them to this 
the Pay. 

rd? Now upon this Reconciliation, great Feaſting 
fore g vyas made at Court, which continued many Days, 
has No which reſorted all Beaſts, and as many Birds 
K -s were in Friendſhip with the King; bur the 


Fox he kept cloſe, and would not be preſent, 


Are, Fhough he was cited, ſo that all manner of Re- 
ſee-Neatious were to be ſeen there. But during 


G 2 Lilly 
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.. poling to have paſſed peaceably by him, he leap- 


long with her; 


gathered up all the Remains, 


this, came Laprel the Coney, with a grieyous 
Complaint againſt Reynard, That whereas he was 
paſſing by Malepardus, and perceiving nim ſtand- 
ing in the Habit of a Pilgrim at the Gate, ſup- 


ed on. him at unswares, and ſtruck him ſuch a 
violent Blow between the Head and Shoulders, 
that he fell down, and had he not ſuddenly re- 
covered, andleaped from between Reynard's Claws, 
tho' very much wounded, he had there devour- 
ed him. 7 

The Coney had no ſooner made an End of 
his Complaint, and prayed Juſtice, but Corbant | 
the Rook, came flying before the King with a 

iteous Noiſe, ſaying, I beſeech your Majeſty to 
Gear and revenge my Wrongs on bloody Rey 
nard; for ſo it happen'd, that this Morning, 
Sharpbeak my Wife, leaving our young Ones 11 
a neighbouring Wood, flew to the Heath to ſeek 
ſome Food for them, where, to our great A- 


mazement, we ſaw Reynard lye ſtretched on the] 


Ground like a dead Carcaſs, his Tongue lolling 
out of his Mouth, and his Eyes fixed and ſta-F 
ring; who, Woe is me, my Wife in her Sim-f 
plicity, laying her Head to his Mouth, to hear 

zf ſhe could perceive kim breath, the treacherous 
Diſſembler, who had put himſelf into that Po- 
ſtute to move our Compaſſion, and draw us with- 
in his Reach, leaped up on a ſudden, and catch- 
ing hold of her Neck, bic her Head off: Where» 
upon, aftrighted, I flew into the Air, or elle, 
with the ſame Greedineſs, he had taken me a- 
but getting to a Tree, I there 
lat ſecure, tho' in great Sorrow, to ſee him de- 
vour her Body; waich done, he went away, 
then flew I with doleful Cries to the Place, and 
which were only 
the!s 


% 
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ous {Cheſe Feathers, which I brought before your Ma- 
was jeſty, as a Teſtimonial of her Murther. 


AP* i een A. 


ers, By the Honour the King did the Tox, ſhews, that 
re- Great Ones may be dcceiwed by ſpecious Pretencer, 
WS, eſpecially if they are covetouſiy given, as the Lion's 
ur- Hopes of gaining the Treaſure, made him acquit Rey- 
rard, whom, a little before, he had jaſily condem- 
ned. By the Mifery he put the e. and Bear 10, 
ſignifies the ſudden Turn of Affairs, and how to 
complain unſeaſonably, brings Miſchief. His ſlaying 
the Have, and ſending his Head by the Ram, denotes | 
innocent Perſons. are betrayed ints Miſchicf unadvi- 
ſedly, under fpecious Prerences of Friendſhip. The 
Complaints. of the Coney. aud Roth, a wicked Habit 
int Fes. p n ; ah * 


2, "I * . 
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ä CHAP. V. 


N the King, upos theſe freſh Gomplaints, grew en. 
ceediug angry. How Grimbard the Brock, gave 
him Aduice of it; and hew the Fox was a ſecond Þþ 
Time Abſoly'd, and eveurd himſelf to the King. 
Hew Dame Rukenaw, rhe Sbe-Ape, pleaded for Þ 
him, aud the King cenſented v0 hear him. 


10 HE King, upon theſe new Complaints and 
Villanies, was ſo moved againſt Reynerd, 
that he vow'd the bloodieſt Revenge that ever 
Creature 'fell under, from which all his Flatteries 
ſhould never be able to deliver him: Is this, 


4 Faid he, bis Pilgrimage to Rome, and the Holy Land? 


For this did he procure his Shoes and Scrip. to 
the Hazard of my Friends Lives? Well, he ſhall 
dearly rue it; tho', indeed, I ſhould never have 
believed him, but for the Perſuaſions of my Queen. 
When he had thus ſaid, with a ſtern Countenance 


he 
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he commanded his Nobles to give Counſel, ſo 
that his Honour might in this Caſe be ſaved, 


and his Fame not evil ſpoken of. At this the Bear 
and Wolf greatly rejoyced, as ſtill thirſting after 


Revenge; yet they kept Silence, expecting others 


to ſpeak firſt ; but none doing it, the King grew 


exceeding angry, looking grimly on them, 'rilf 


the Queen ſaid, Sir, It's no Part of Royal Wiſ- 


dom to proteſt, or believe any Thing, 'till the. 
Matter be made apparent ; therefore you ought 
to have both your Ears open in this Caſe, as 
well to the Complainants, as Complained ; ſo 
that weighing the Cauſe in Equity, you may 
the better do Juſtice: And however I may have 
err'd in perſwading vou to any thing in Favour 
of- him, I am thus far ſure, that it will ve moſt 
for your Honour, fince he cannot 'fly out of 
your Reach, to try him by the Laws. | 
This Speech of the Queen's was ſeconded by 
the Libard, who ſaid the had ſpoken very gra- 
ciouſly, and that he could not in Reaſon go from 
what the had ſaid, in trying the Fox, by which, 
if found Guilty, would leave him without Ex- 


cuſe : Therefore, ſaid he, ir is fit he ſhould be 
ſummoned, and confronting his Acculers, make 


his Defence. 
This moved Sir Igrim to Anger, fearing, if. 
the Fox had this Favour allowed, he would not, 


by one Trick or other, fail to get another Ad- 


vantage over him ; ſaying, If my Lord, the 


King's Pleaſure, be to comply with your Ad- 


vice, none of us muſt gainiay it ; however, E 
will maintain Reynard a falſe Traytor, and one 
whoſe Life is deſervedly forfeited, if but for his | 
late abuſing the King, with a falſe Story of | 
Creckneypit, which was only feignd to get his 
Liberty, and to bring the King's true Subjeas 
into diſgrace, that he might go on in his Rogueries, 
C 4 | and 
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and rob and ſpoil all that paſs by his Caſtle : 
You ſee, like wiſe, how little he reſpects the 
King, who the other Day gave him his Life, that 
he has ſent him in Deriſion, Keyward's Head, 
and laughs at the Thoughts of his deceiving him 


With a feign'd Pilgrimage. 


The King hearing this, made but light of what 
the Queen and Libard had ſaid, and therefore 
reſolving to take him from his Caftle by Force, 
and execute him on his former Sentence, he 
commanded all the Beaſts to arm, and attend him 
for that Purpoſe within ſix Days; orcering 


> thoſe that were not free to this, as any way 


favouring the” Fox, to turn their Backs, that he 
might hnow them for his Enemies; and here- 
upon the Aſſembly broke up. 

Grimbard hearing what Danger Reynard was in, 
privately withdrew, to advertiſe him of it, that 
to he might make timely Proviſion for his Safe» 
ty: K-ynerd no ſooner faw him, but concluding 


l - ke came with Lad News, demanded what brought 


Him thither? To which the Brock replied, O 
Uncle, fly for your Life, the King, with all the 
Power of his Kingdom, is arming againſt you; 
your Enemies, Eruin and Igrim, are releaſed out 
of Priſon, and have ſlain the Ram, for bringing 
Keyward's Head ; likewiſe all his Lineage is given 
up to their Power, and they are now in higher 


Fa vour than ever, wherefore they will not fail 


to urge your Deſtructicoa ; there are: likewiſe 
exhibited againſt you, new Complaints by Cor 
bant the Rook, and Laprel the Coney. | 

Well, Nephew, replied the Fox, I return you 
Hearty Thanks for jour officious Care; but were 
there a Thouſand conſpiring againſt me, I value 
them not a Ruſh; for if I can have Liberty to 
ſpeak for myſelf to the King, I ſhall be even 


with ſome of them, before they are aware: 


There- 
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tell his Wife nothing of the 


went, where Ermelin received the Brock very 
; kind] 
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Therefore trouble not yourſelf, Nephew, but lot 
us go in and feaſt on this Pair of young Pige- 
ons I juſt now took, as they attempted to fly 
out of their Neſt : So charging him he ſhould 

anger, in they 


Aﬀec Dinner, Reynard requeſted Grimbard that 


{ he would N to ſtand by him, and get him 


as many Friends as he could, to do the like, 


for he was reſolved to come to Court; and 


once more face his Enemies. You do well in 


that, replied the Brock; and on my Life, I will 


undertake for you, that you ſhall not be with- 
our Friends to ſecond you, nor want the Fas 


vour to ſpeak freely before the King. Then 


Reynard called his Sons before him, end decla- 
red to the Brock how forward they were at 
their Game; that they had the true Quality o£ 
the Fox, which was to intangle and betray, and 
kill, when they ſeemed moſt compaſlionate ; and 
all that he had further to learn them, before 
they were ſent our, was how to avoid Gins, 
Snares, and Hounds ; vihich Towardlinels of his 
young Kindred, made the Brock greatly rejoice; 
and having reſted a little, they prepared to de- 
part; Reynard charging bis Wife te be troubled: 
at no News ſhe ſhoula hear, but conſtrue it to 
the weſt; alio ro be careful of herſelf and his 
Children, and keep cloſe the Gates, not letting. 
any one in, Friend or Lee, till his Return, or 
that ſhe heard further from him. And fo away 
they went together, not telling his Wife the 
Cauſe of his Journey, whereupon he left her in 
exceeding Sorrow, for his ſo ſudden and unex- 

pected Departure 5 
Being on the Way, the Fox :inged the Brock 
to make his Confeſio;, a ſecond time, or tha 
1 ; es- 
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ſince he was laſt ſhriven, he had committed ma- 
ny Sins; to which Grimbald agreeing, he thus 
| * proceeded : You know very weil, how I cauſed 
the Bear and the Wolf to be ſerved, by falily 
acculing them to the King, as alſo Dame Arſe- 


Story that I told the King of the Treaſure was 
All feign'd, as was the Conſpiracy of Bruin and 
S Uzrim; K:yward J killed, and betrayed the Lite 
of Bellin, in ſending his Head by him to the 
King; the Coney 1 wounded, and would have 
flain, had he not ſlipped out of my Hands ; 
Sharpbeak I did ſlay and eat; I further put an 
almoſt fatal Trick upon the Wolf, which in my 
Jaſt Confeſſion Fomitted to mention, which was 
thus: As we paſſed over a Heath by a Wood- 
Side, the Wolf being very hungry, eſpied a 
Mare with a curious fat Colt running by her 


Man's Strength, he reſolv'd to try another Way, 
whereupon he ſent me to know whether ſhe 
would ſell it, and if ſo, what the Price would 


Money; but when I came to demand her 
Price, ſhe ſaid ſhe could not tell it; but if 1 


Uncle Igrim, but not cn me; then I told her 
truly, that I could not read, nor did I come to 
3 for myſelf, but for the Wolf, who is 

ard by, expecting your Anſwer : Then ſaid the 
Mare, let him come and read it himſelf, that 
we may, ſpeedily agree; fo I went and told him, 


if he could Tad, be might haye his Belly 2 
J r 


wins, whoſe Hinder-Shoes were ſtript off at my F 
Requeſt: And further then, know, that the Þ 


Side; at this his Chaps water'd, but fearing the 


be; when I, to pleaſe him at that Time, went! 
and asked the Queſtion ; to which the Mare re- 
plied, ſhe would willingly ſell him for ready Þ 


could read, I might find it written at the Bot- 
tom of her Hind- Foot. Ho, ho, thought I, are Þ 
you thereabouts ; well, this will pais on my Þ 


% 
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for the Mare would freely ſell her Foal, if he 


could read to her the Price of him, which, the 


ſaid, was written on the Bottom of her Hind» WW 


Foor. 


that be all, let me alone to buy the Purchaſe. 
So away he went, but had no ſooner taken up 
the Mare's Foot, but the crafty Jade, whilſt he 
was poring on it, ſmote him full on the Fore- 
head, ſo that he tumbled over and over, lying, 
and piteouſly howling on the Ground, whilſt ſhe 
gallopped away, laughing at the Trick, her 
Foal following her the ſame Pace, till they were 
both out of Sight: Whereupon I went to him, 
and faid, Dear Uncle, what have you eatea up 
all the Colt, and left me not one {mall Morſel ? 
But prey, what did you find written on the 
Mare's Foot ? It ſhould be a prick'd Song by 
our ſinging. Indeed you have now ſh:wed yours 
ſelf a good Scholar, and gained a plentiful Feaſt 
by it. O Nephew, replied he, do not add more 
Miſery to me by ſcoffing at me; you fee I am 


all bloody, and deſperately wounded, for whilſt 4 | 


I was looking on her Foot, taking the Nails to 


be Letters, the dam'd Jade, with ber long Leg, 
and Iron-heel, ſmote me on the Head, that ſhe W 


has e'en beat out my Brains. Alas, ſaid I, Uncle, 
I am ſorry for that; but indeed I took you 
for one of the greateſt Scholars; but, I fee, ac- 
cording to the oid Proverb, That the greateſt Sches 
lars are not the wiſeſt Men, This, with my ſmi— 
ling, made him fret exceedingly, but all in yan, 
he knew not how to help himſelf. in 

Upon this, Reynard defired the Brock to abtolyn 
him, which he did. by making him take certain 
Scenes out of a Brook, and Jaying. chem at a 


Read, reply'd Igrim, (with a kind of Diſdain) i 
why I have ſtudied at both Univerſities, and 
can icad 1 all Languages; therefore if 
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Diſtance, rowl himſelf three times over them; 
and ſo they went on, diſcoarſing of Flatteries of 
Courtiers, the Diſſimulation of Prieſts and Wo— 
men, Cc. till they came to the King's Preſence, 
where he ſaw many of his Friends, which made 
him not a little rejoyce ; then he fell down be- 
fore the Throne, whilſt the King wonder'd how 
he durſt yenture to appear ; and thus began to 
deliver himſelf : My dread Sovereign Lord the 
King, and Lady the Queen, May all Bleſſings 
deſcend upon you, to crown you with a laſting 
Health and Happineſs, and give you Wiſdom, 
that you may truly diſcern between Right and 
Falſhood ; ro know who are your Friends, and 
who are your Enemies, Here I am come to ex- 
cule myſelf of Crimes unjuſtly laid to my Charge 
ſince my late Departure; or elſe by this Time, 
1 had been far on my Pilgrimage; therefore I 
beſeech your Majeſty to let me ſee my Accuſers 
that dare to impute to me any Failing in my 
Promiſe, or Diſobedience to your Majeſty. 

To this the „. replicd, with a ſtern Coun- 
tenance, Reynard, I know you are ſubtil, and 
Full of Deceit ; but this Day ſhall be the End 
of your taking Pride in my Diſgrace, for which 
your Life. ſhall immediately pay the Pride of 
my, Dithonour: You have ſhewed your Obedience 
to. my Commands, in the Violence and Murther 
vou offered the Coney and Rook, who are here 
to teſtify againſt you. 

My. dread Soveraign, replied the Fox, their 
Accufation L would gladly hear; however, I know 
It: to. be falſe. 


hben they accuſed him, as has been recited ; 


upon which the Fox replied, My Lord, this is 
palpable Malice, and no Truth, they are ſuborned 
by. my Enemies, to bring theſe Sſauders againſt 
me.: I contels, when my Nephew Grimbard brought 
me 
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me Tidings ot it, I was preparing for my Pil- 
grimage, but it ſo 10 me that I reſolved 


not to go till I had cleared myſelf before your. 


Majeſty : The Coney, wanm I eyer beld as my 


| Friend, came indeed to my Howie, as I was 


ſzying Mattins, and was kindly welcomed, and 
feaſted by my Wife, with tuch, as on a Faſt- Day 
I kept in my Houſe ; but heving 1eficthec Inme 
ſeif, Roſſel my Son, who waited at Jable, of- 


| fered to take away what he bad left; where» 
upon the Coney gave him a violent Blow on 
the Mouth, which made him bleed; which his 
Brother Reynardine ſeeing, and being grieved 


thereat, fell upon him, and would have ſlain him, 
had not I, upon his crying out, come from my 


| Devotions, and taken him off, giving my Son 


ſevere Correction for breaking the Rules of Hoſ- 
pitatity in my Houſe; but, it feems, for my 


good Deed, his Malice has made him poſt.to your 
| Highnels, and accuſe me of a Crime I am ig- 


norait of, | 
As for the Rook, there is nothing more falſe 


' than his Accuſation ; for, as Yeſterday I was 


fitting at my Door, he came flying about me 
with great "Cries, of which I demanded the 
Cauſe, he ſaid, Woe is me, for my Wife, Dame 
Sharpbeak, is dead. How came ſhe by her Death, 
faid I ? Alas! reply'd he, Yeſterday on the Heath 
ſhe found the Carcaſs of a dead Hare, which ſne 
eating, and it being full of Worms, they eat 


through her Stomach and killed her. This, my 


Lord, is the Truth, neither more nor leſs. 

If this be true, which I very much doubt, re- 
ply'd the King, there's another Treaſon againſt 
vou, Which, I believe, you cannot deny, that is, 


the Murther of Keyward, whoſe Head you ſent | 


me in Deriſion, by Billis the Ram, wy. ey 
een 
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and for which you ſhall ſurely die. 
| Ar this Reynard was much dejected, but be. 


ing comforted by Dame Rukenaw the She-Ape, 
his Aunt, he took Coarage, and replied, Alas, 


my Zracious Lord, you tell me ſtrange News; 


is the poor Hare dead? It grieves me to think 


ont: He was dear to me, and far be it from 


me, that I, who loved him, ſhould have a Hand 
in his Death 8 ö 

Then ſaid the King fternly, Thou diſſembling 
Traytor, dareſt thou pretend to gild over thy 
Wickedneſs with plauſible Words, thou art now 
too ſure in my Hands, to eſcape my Juftice. 

This made him fetch many deep Sighs, as 
fearing now his laſt Hour was come; which 
the She-Ape perceiving, addreſſed herſelf on his 


Behalf co the King, in this manner: My gra- 


cious Lord, I beſeech you for a While, ſuſpend 
your Anger, and hear what I have to ſs;. 

A firſt the King refuſed her Requeſt, but the 
Queen and LZibard interceeding, ſhe had Leave to 
proceed. 

Then ſaid ſhe, My Gracious Lord, there are 
many here that complain, who have more griev- 
ouſly offended ; my Kinſman's Merits plead for 
him, when they can pretend to none, that have 
been any ways ſerviceable to your Highnels ; 
zit is not unknown to your Majeſty, what Ser- 
vices yourſelf and Predeceſſors have received 
from his Father and ſelf, having born greater 
Reputation in Court, than either the Bear or 
Wolf, or all their Kindred ; their wiſe Coun- 
ſels have been in great Efteem, when others 
have been rejected; but now Things go ftrange- 


ly, bis Services are forgot, and thoſe that de- 


ſerve not, are taken into Fayour, who rather 
leck 


been executed, as being only your Meſſenger, 
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judgment and Wiſdom has beer. applauded by 


Bear, Wolf, or any other knew how to do it ; 
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ſeek to debaſe, than advance your Majeſty's Ho- 
nour and Dignity. 8 | 

The King replied, Dame Rxkenaw, had the 
Offences done by Reynard been to you, you 
would have reſented them more: He has been 
ſo wicked, that of all others, there's none but 
yourlelf will ſpeak well of him; and you only 
he has deceived into a Belief of his Sanctity, 
by Flattery and Diſſimulat ion. 

Nay, replied ſhe, my Lord, IT am more wile 
than to be deceived; 1 know much Good by 
him, and therefore love him: I can tell how his 


your Majeſty; you may well remember a Man. 
and a Serpent came to the Court of Judgment, 
and he wiſely determin'd it, when neither the 


the Caſe was briefly thus: A Man on the Road 
found a Serpent entangled in a Snare, who cried 
piteouſſy to him for Help, which moved the 
Man to Compaſſion; ſo that upon the Serpent's } 
Oath, not to hurt him, he delivered him from 
certain Death; whereupon they travelled toge- 
ther, till the Serpent, grown hungry, flew at the 
Man; but he ſtarting afide, put him in mind of 
his Oath, to which he replied, IT remember it 
well; but now Hunger diſpenſes with it, I may: 
lawfully kill thee. However, the Man defired WW 
that his Caſe might be try'd by the next Paſ-- # 
ſenger, which happened to be Zielen the Raven, 
and Slinope his Son, who gave Judgment againſt 
the Man, in Hopes to get a Share, but he re- 
fus'd to ſtand to their Award, as Delighters in 
Blood, as alſo he did that of the Bear and Wolf, 
who gave the like Sentence againſt him for the 
ſame Reaſon, appealing from them to your Ma- 
jeſty, whom he knew to be Noble, Merciful, 
and Wiſe, yet much perplexed to determine this 
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do it : en he deſired to ſee the Serpent in 


the ſame Cale he was, when the Man releaſed 


him ; whereupon, by your own Command, be- 
ing ncoze in the Snare, out of which he had 
been delivered, my Kinſman then ſaid, If the 
Man wil: releaſe him now, and truft to his Oath, 
then the Serpent ſhall be at Liberty to chuſe 
whether he will eat him, or forbear; but if he 
thinks he will break his Oath, then I leave it 
to his Diſcretion ro do as he pleaſes. To which 
the Man replied, I will nor releaſe him; for it 
he, who is once perjurcd,-get looſe, he will not 
hereafter regard any Oath, but certainly deſtroy 
me. So the Serpent for his former Ingratiruie 
was left in the Snare to be famithed. This 
Judgment of the Reynard's was then highly ap- 
plauded, as juſt and equitable, by yourſelf and 
all the Court, above what had ever been given 
in any doubtful Caſe ; tho' ke boaſted not of it, 
as many would baye done, tho' leſs deſerving. 
Beſides theſe, and other Things, he has many 
Kindred that will ſtand by him with their Lives 
and Fottunes; as for my Part, 1 and my three 
Children will die in his Cauſe, rather than he 
ſhajl ſuffer any Injury, which a Number more 
will not fail todo. Then ſhe called forth all her 


Kindred and Relations, ſaying, Come forth, all 


my dear Friends, and ſtand by your Kinſman 
Reynard; all of you petition for him to his Ma- 
jeſty, that he may give him the Privilege oi 
the Law. 

Then preſently leaped forward a great Number 
of Beaſts, as the Squirrel, Weaſel, Ferrit, Ot 
ter, cc. all of them loving Pullen as well as 
Reynard, ſtanding by him, and beſeeching the 
King in his Behalf, for they ſtood in Awe ot 
Dame ot Rukenaw, and durſt not diſoblige her. | 

The 


for himſelf, and if the Laws will quit him, Iam 
contented. - 
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The Queen ſeeing this, ſaid, True Dame, I 
and” Sir Firelapel! told the King as much, but his 
Anger for the Death of Keyward, blinded his 
Judgment and Reaſon ſo, that he would not 
give us the Hearing. | . | 

To this the King replied, Truly I was a little 
overſeen in it, for that Diſgrace done me, gave 
me no Time to conſider ; but now he ſhall anſwer 


At this unexpected Turn of his Affairs, Rey- 
nard greatly rejoyced, and gave hearty Thanks 
to his Aunt, who had gained this Advantage 
for him, ſaying, Dear Aunt, I am now confident 
all my Adyertaries ſhall not prevail againſt me. 


MORAL 


The Anger of the Lion, ſhews the Diſpoſition of 
# Good Prince, to be offended at. Vice and Injuſtice, 
or at the Injuries done te his good Subjefts ; and 
the Perſuaſion of the Queen and Libard, -ſhews the 
Temper every good Prince ought to be endowed wi hal, 
not to be too haſty, or paſſionate, but to aaminiſter 
Juſtice with Moderation. The Wolf's Envying, ſhews 
the Malice F à ſubtil Fee, is to take all Ad van- 
racer. The Brock s ſecret going to the Fox, ſhews the 
Office of a good Friend; as does the Apes, who ſpoke 
-r him; but the Foxs ſecond Repentance, a comi- 
nued Dſimulation, to inſuare the Belief of the Credu- 


lens. 


CHAP. 


I Go The HISTORY of 


. 
, 
: 
= 
* 
T3 
F#? 


| 


— — — — — — 


CHAP. VI. 


How the Fox having Liberty to Plead, proteſted hi: 
Innocence, and deſcribed certain Jewels he ſent 1 
the King and Queen by the Ram, grieving for thy 

| Loſs of them; and his own Services and Merit, 
gains the King's Good Opinion. 


— 


HE Fox having now free Leave to plead, 

ſaid, May it pleaſe my gracious Lord, you 

much aſtoniſhed me, when you mentioned the 
Death of Keyward the Hare: If he be dead! 0 
where is Bellin the Ram, that he may ſtang forth 
and clear my Innocence ; beſides, I tremble to 
think what precious Jewels are loft ; if he ha 
miſcarried, all the Wealth of both the Indie 
cannot make a Recompence for their ineſtimable 
Value ; but more it grieves me, they ſhould be 
detained from you, to whom I ſent one of them 
and the other two'to my Lady the Queen, in 
| KRequi- 
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Requital of her Kindneſs to me in my late Mi- 
— ſery. 

Nay, ſaid the King, however it happened, I 
received no Jewels, the Ram enly brought me 
bi the Head of Keyward. : 
% Upon this, the Fox looked very ſad and de- 
they jeRted, crying out, Woe, and alas! to me, that 
ever I ſhould truſt ſo faithleſs a Meſſenger with 
ſuch ineſtimable Treaſure; the Loſs of theſe 
Jewels, I know, will be the Death of my Wife, 
when the doleful Tidings comes to her. Well, 
ſaid Dame Rulenaw, ſorrowing for them will 
little avail ; Jet us hear them deſcribed, and then 
we will take Care to find them out in whoſe. 
Hands they are, if all the wiſe Women in ths 

Country can diſcover them. © . 

O, dear Aun:, ſaid Reynard, you do but ſay 
this to take off my Sorrow ; for I am confident 
into whole Hands fcever they are fallen, they 
will nor part with them for any thing on Earth 
no Crowns or Kingdoms can buy them from 
them, if they but know their Virtues : However, 
though their Remembrance does add to my Af 
fliction, yet, to pleaſe you, if the King and Queen 
deſire it, I will deſcribe them. Upon this, ha- 
ving Leave given, he began in this manner: 

1 be firſt, ſaid he, that I ſent to my Lord the 
King, was a Ring of Gold, in which was placed 
of * Jewel of great Price, it was enamell'd with 
; Sable and Azure, and within it engraven three 
Hebrew Characters, whieh I could not read; but 
'h goirg to a great Aſtrologer and Linguiſt, he 

OY told me, they were the Names which Serb brought 
ble out of Parad'ce, when he fetched from the Guar- 
d dian Angel ſome of the Oil of Mercy to heal his 

Father Adam's grievous Diſtemper, and wholo- 
ever wore it, ſhould be free from Thunder, Light- 
ning, and any Conſpiracies againſt him, N, 
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be always Victorious, reſiſt Temptations, Witch- 
craft, and be Prudent and Healthful. The Stone 
ſet in it was of three ſeveral Colours, the firſt In 
like Cryſtal, glittering with Sparkles of Fire, ſo ſin 
that in the Dark it gave a marvellous Light; the Di. 
ſecond was clear, and ſparkling with Flame-Co- ves 
Jour, having a Virtue to cure any Defe& in the wa 
Eyes or Body, only by ſtroaking the Place grieved, no 
and indeed moſt Diſtempers, eſpecially all Venom. Nrup 
The laſt was of Emerald - Colour, mixed with cur 
ſmall Spots of Purple, ſo that whoever wore it, lou 
ſhould be matchleſs for Valour, altogerher uncon- Nur 
querable, not ſtirred to Paſſion, but Wiſe, Juſt, exp 
and Merciful. It had many other rare Virtues, Nh 
fo that I could not imagine any Creature on Earth Hab! 
worthy to poſſeſs ir but your Majeſty, who is the Imo 
beſt of Princes. The other two Jewels 1 ſent to Ad 
my Lady the Queen, one of them was a Comb out 
made of the Shoulder- Bone of Pantherus, a Beaſt tha 
found near Paradiſe, whoſe Beauty and Smell al- Yan 
Jures all Beaſts to him; and in this ene Bone, a! He 
the Virtues of him is contained, yet it was po- Io 
liſhed ſo light, that any Breath of Wind would Nh 
move it from its Place; the Scent of it was ſo ſer 
rare, that it cured Apoplexies, and all Diſeaſes of Ron! 
the Head, beyond the Skill of the moſt learned Ithe 
g' DoQtors ; and between the Teeth of ir, which WA! 
looked like Silver, were Spaces in which curious 
Figures were engraven, and inlaid with Gold, re- lov 
reſenting the Story how the three Goddeſſes La! 
fivove for the Golden Apple, and choſe Paris, Son lit 
to King Priamus, Judge, to determine the Strife; Bw 
who ſeeing them all naked, for the Inſcription on LA 
it was, Be it given to the FaireF ; he decreed it to ir 
Venus the Queen of Beauty, in Lieu whereof, ſhe Ito. 
pre him the beauteous Helen of Greece, Wife to 
ing Menelaus, which cauſed Ten Years Wars of War 
Troy, and in the End, the DeſtruQion of that fa» 
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mous City by the Gre-ks, The next Jewel, as 
I may well term it, was a Mirror, or Glaſs, where- 
in whoever looked, might fee Things at a great 
hs Diſtance, as plain as if they had been near them, 
%0- ea, for many Miles: The Wood of the Frame 
he was of ſuch a Nature, that it was exceeding light, 
ed, Ino Worms, or Space of Time, was capable to cor- 
m. ſrupt or deſtroy it; and on it were framed many 
ith (curious Stories, inlaid with Wood of various Co- 
it, Fours, enamelled with Gold, the Words being 
on- © written under the Figures in Letters of Gold to 
it, Jexplain them. The firſt was the Fable of the Horſe, 
es, (who being at Contention with a Hart, and not 
rth able to overcome him, implored the Herdſman to 
the mount on his Back, that ſo he might purſue his 
to NAdverſary; but being weary, the Hart by much 
mb Fout-ſtripping him, he deſired his Rider to light, 
aſt chat he might reſt. Nay, ſaid he, not fo, for 
al- Jhaving a Bridle in your Mouth, and Spurs at my 
a! Heels, you baving once voluntarily given up your 
do- Power and Freedom, ſhall be at Command. At 
ud which, the poor Horſe, too late, feeing what Mi- 
; ſo Ffery his Thrift of Revenge had brought him into, 
of Nonly ſighed, and bewailed his Captivity. At ano- 
1ed Ether Corner of the Frame was, the Fable of the 
ich NAſs and the Hound: It ſo b-ppened, that an old 
ous rich Farmer had a little Hound that he entirely 
re- Jov'd, who us'd to play with him, leap into his 
ſſes Lap, and feed at his Table, whole lazy Kind of 
Son ite the Aſs ſeeing, and how much the Hound 
fe ; {was made of for ir, whilſt himſelf, who by his 
on Labour brought in much Gain, was turned into a 
dirty Hovel, to feed on Chaff and Straw, reſolved 


ſhe to try if his flattering his Maſter might bring him 
to into as great Favour ; whereupon, one Day as he 
; of Neame Home, he mer him, . leaped about him, frisk- 
fa» Jed his Tail, and ſhook his Ears; but his Maſter 


little minding it, ke came nearer to him, and 
ſtanding 


Corner, was the Story of my Father and Sir 7). 


fingly told him, It was weil he eſcaped with Life, 


64 The HISTORYof 


{ Rtanding on his Hind-legs, laid his Fore-feet on his Not 


Shoulders, braying horribly, and offered to kiſs Pim 
bim; by which the Maſter was thrown to the Per 
Ground, crying out piteouſly, Help, help, this wh 
wicked Aſs will murther me. Whereupon hisPit 
Seryants came running with Cudgels, and ſo be. at] 
laboured poor Baldwin the Aſs, that with a bruiſed elt) 
Pate, and broken Bones, he was forced to fly toro. 


þ his Hoyel for Shelter, where lying down on dirty. 


Straw, he thus complained to himſelf : O Woe Pon, 
is me ! I ſee I muſt be but a poor laborious Afs, Pu 


whilſt idle Paraſites and Flatterers live by my Toi 


and Sweat, in Faſe and Pleaſure. At another vil 


bert, who travelling together by a Wood-Side, and 
being eſpied by the Huntſmen and Hounds, when 
my Father ſaid to tlie Cat, Climb up that Tree, 
for I have a hundred Wiles to eſcape. Where. 
upon . he immediately clamber'd up a high Oak, 
where among the thick Boughs, he remained ſe- 
cure and unſeen, whilſt my Father was purſued E 
near at the Heels; and had he not dropp'd his“ 
Male, and flipp'd into a Hole, he had, notwith- Ag 
ſtanding all his Wiles, become a Breakfaſt to the 
greedy Hounds ; whilſt the Cat ſtood ſecurely, 
ſcoffing, faying, Now, Sir Reynard, it's Time to 
uſe all your Cunning, or your Skin goes to the 
Furriers. At the fourth Corner, was the Story of 
the ungrateful Wolf to the Crane, who having“, 
with his long Neck and Bill pulled a Bone outt of if A 
Throat, that ſtruck croſs, which grievouſly pain- 
ed him, and had certainly killed him, he not only t 
refuſed Sir Gruiz the Crane, his Reward, but ſcot- 


ſince when his Head was in his Mouth, it. was in 
his Power to have bit it off; and ſince he was ſo 
kind as not to do it, he ought to take that for Sa- 
tisfaction: Which proves his high Ingratitude, 

| ROC 
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us ſhot only to the Crane, but to me who have done 
i im much Good, Theſe, and a Number more, 
the (ere the Devices that beautified this ſtately Jewel, 
his Phich makes me ſhed Tears for its Loſs, ſince, 
his Pich ſuch Care, I took it from the reſt of my 
be. Father $ Treaſure, to preſerve it for your Ma- 
ſeq eſty- And one Thing more there is that much 
„to Froubles me, which is, that your Majeſty ſhould 
rty L That neither my Father, nor myſelf, have 
„oe Done _ Good, but been troubleſome to the 
, VHourt: Remember, I beſeech you, when you were 
"oil oung, bow your Royal Father, lying on a lan- 
herFviſhing Bed, deſpairing of Life, my Father came 
Tye Tom his ſtudying Phyſick at Montpelier, and com- 
and Ing into the King's Preſence, he ſaid, Ah! Rey» 
hen /, I am grievous ſick, and muſt die, unleſs your 
ee, TLeaning and Skill in Phyſick can find a Remedy. 
Let not my Lord ſay fo, replied he, then feel- 
Yak Ing his Pulſe, and viewing his Urine, he found it 
ſe. Pas a Pleuriſ, , and might be cured, by eating the 
ued Liver of a Wolf of ſeven Years Growth. This, 
hir rim s Father hearing, began to tremble; but the 
wy anguiſhing King caſting his Eyes on him, faid, 
che ir Igrim, you hear this, and I am ſorry it falls 
ely, En you, yer, for the Publick Good, you muſt nor 
 toFalue your Life, ſince in mine the whole Com- 
the Ponwealth is ſo nearly concerned, 
of Then the Wolf began ro excuſe it, ſaying, He 
ing * _ meant by it, for he was but five Years 
F is | 
lin- However, ſaid my Father, that matters not, 
nly ſer me ſee the Liver, and then I can tell whether 
t will fit or nor. 
ife, . $0 the Wolf was ſlain by the King's Cook, his 
$ in Liver taken out and dreſs d, and therenpon your 
s ſo ether recover'd his Health, and liv'd many 
Ha- Nears; tho' perhaps, your Highneſs was ſo young 
ide, Pen, chat this Pallage is flipp'd out of your Me- 
Mory; 
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mory, tho' my Father was honoured for this withne 
a Gold Chain and Medal, which I yet have. Nay, 
as for my own Part, I may boaſt ſome little Service 
done to your Majeſty ; you may well fremember, 
how when this Wolf preſent, and I, had killed a 
fat Swine, you and your Queen came very hungry 
out of the Foreſt, where you had been taking thrhe 
Air, and demanded a Share, but 1/grim grumbled for 
and would allow you none of his Part; howfftre 
ever, I beſtowed mine on you freely; but that noꝗ no 
ſufficing, you demanded ſome of his, which he wa bot 
conveying away, and for his Refuſal, gave him ſucahjo 
a Blow with your Paw, as fetch'd the Skin over hispo: 
Ears, and then compelled him to hunt for more me 
when I going with him, we ſoon found a tatleg 
Calf and brought it to you, and it being. my Lot 
to divide it, I gave Half to the Queen, and Hal 
to you; the Intrails I ſent to the Princes your 
Children, giving che Wolf only the Head, ant 7 
being myſelf centented with the Feet, which made z. 4 
you ask, Who taught you to divide ſo well? Tolflcun 
which, pointing at the Wolf's Ears, I replied, uz, 
That Example before me, made me ſee how to ene 
behave myſelf towards my Betters. This you ap- 
plauded, and was very much pleaſed at what I nor. 
had done; but now, by Flatterers and Upſtarts, Hug 
ail my paſt Services are forgotten, and I am travp {pu 
led on, who have done well; whilſt they for do- 65 
ing wickedly, are exalted. There was a Time that 
nothing was cone Without my Advice, but that 
is paſt, and I muſt be content with my Suffer. 
ings. 7 
Well, replied the King, grieve not ſo much Sir 
' Rejnard, for that Day may be reſtored, if you be. 
have yourſelf as becomes your Birth; I have no- 
thing more to lay to your Charge but Keywars's 
Death, and the Diſgrace you put upon me in do- 
ing it; but 3% in being executed, and no Wit. 

Nels 
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it nee to prove it, as to Matter of Fact, I muſt 


quit you. _ 42 

Upon this the Fox fell on his Knees, and re- 
turned him hearty Thanks, vowing, by his Holi. 
Ineſs's Toe, none could be more ſorry than he for 
the Death. of the Hare. Bus more particularly, 
for the Loſs of the Jewels, which, he ſaid, the 
treacherous Ram had imbezell'dẽ; but that Search 
ſhould- be made for them in all Parts of the World, 
both by Art, Magick, and ftrizt Eng, which 
highly pleaſed the King and Qyeen ; > ſd that the 
Fox was diſmiſs'd to take his Repoſe, and make 


ed what ſhould be done for him. 


| MORAL, 


The Relation the Fox makes of the Jewels, whioh 
he knew would be Baits te a covetous Mind, ſhews 4 
cunning Diſſembler, who knows how to blow with all 
Winds : He well knew this gained Belief, his In. 


Mis Pardon, which he fancied his ſeeming Sorrow would 
work on them, upon their Loſs ;, aud that his incuxa- 
ting to the King, his Father s and his own Services, 
Would much. further it; wh, indeed, is the greateſt 
*B/nuarioy te gain Belief. of our Inuotęnce. 2 


67 


take your Word that you are innocent, and ac- 


Imerry with his Friends; whilſt the King conſults 


tention of ſending them to their Majeſties would gain | 
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he was complain'd againſt by the Wolf, whereupon 


they exchanged Glfoes, in oraer to fry their Inno- 
eence by Combat. 5 wy er; 
2 2 * 2 4 | P — 
[8 „ 324 5 
e 7 h 


HE Fox at this expected Deliverance, and 
opes of Ad vantage, was exceeding joyful, 
A, his Enemies to Scorn, which ſo en- 
rag'd the Wolf, that he reſolved to lay new Accu- 
ſations to his Charge; and therefore when he was 
call'd into the Council, he ſtood up and crav'd 
Audience; which being granted, O mv Lord, 
ſaid Igrim, is it poſſible your Wiſdom ſhou!d again 
be c-ceived by this Tiaytor, compoſed of all 
Falſhoods and Deceits, to whole Oaths there is no 
Cre-.it to be given: The. Villain, notwithſtand- 
ing he now looks ſo demure, lately + pager? my 
110, 


How the Fox made his Peace with the R ing ; ad how 
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uke, and put us both in Danger of our Lives: 
For perſuading her to take Fiſh with her Tail, 
while ſhe, ly Soul, ſtaid ſo long in a froſty 
Morning till it was frozen in, he leap'd upon her, 
and raviſh'd her before my Pace, I being then ac 
a Diſtance from him ; but upon my Approach he 
ran away, and raiſed the Village upon us, ſo that 
we were deſperately wounded, and ſhe freed from 
the Ice, with the Loſs of four Inches of her 
Tail. bk T7 | 

To this the Fox replied, My Lord, It is alto- 
gether Untruth as to any Rape; I taught her in- 
deed to catch Fiſh, and ſhe caught a great Num- 
ber; but ſhe, over greedy, ſtaid too long, till ſhe 
was frozen in, then the called me to help hef out, 
which I Jabour'd to do with all my Strength, 
but he, over-jealous of her, ſeeing, me at à Di- 
ſtance, ſuppoſed me over-familiar with her, to 
avoid whoſe Fury, I retired ; then they rau howl- 
ing about the Fields to catch them a Heat, which 
made the People come out armed in Purſuit of 
them. This, my Lord, is the Truth, and the 
Truth is the Badge of our Family; which in eight 
Days I'll prove by ſufficient Witneſſes. 

Then ſaid Dame Arſewind, O thou diſſembling 
Villain! this is not only true, but more; for ſind- 
nd ing you once in a Well, got down in a Bucket, I 
al, Nesk'd what you was doing ? and you reply'd, you 
n- had there found ſo many Fiſh, that you had al- 
u- moſt broke your Belly with them, and yet great 
as Score was remaining; then ſaid I, Reynard, how 
may I come to help you to devour them? 0 
d, J Aunt, ſaid you, get into the other Bucket, which 
il is aicfr, and you will be prelently with me; fo 1 
all leap'd in, when by my Weight I deſcended, and 

ou aicending got out; then wich Taunts and 
d- 2.45 you left me there, where I narrowly eſca- 
1 Wl ped with Life, being found half flarved by_the 
| D 2 | Swains, 
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S: Swains, that came to draw Water for their Sheep, 


OY -- 4 
— —— Ad 
— ea * 
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who miſerably beat me. 

Why Aunt, replied the Fox, if this be true, it 
was but Self-Preſervation, and there is no Mortal, 
1 think, but would free himſelf from Trouble, 
when it lies in his Power to accompliſh it; be- 
ſides, you were more able to bear the Strokes than 
J, being both feeble and tender: In this I have 
taught you that Wit, never to truſt Friendſhip too 
far, before you have triad it, leſt you repent your 
Credulity too late. 

Well, Villain, ſaid Iſgrin, you may triumph 
over my Wife's Weakneſs, tho* it becomes you 
not, but do you remember, Varlet, how you 
ſervd me with the She Ape. 

I remember, replied the Fox, ſhe gave you due 
Correction for your Sawcineſs and Brutality ; and, 
if you pleaſe, I will relate the Story before this 
noble Aſſembly. - 

With all my Heart, ſaid 1/grim, if you wil 
ſpeak Truth. 

Fear it not, ſaid the Fox: And thus, my gra- 
eious Lord, it happen'd, As I was ranging the 
Woods, 1/grim found me, complaining of Hunger, 
asking me 1f I had any Thing to give him, or 
could ſet any Prey for him; for he is naturally 
lazy of himſelf, and will rather undergo the IIa- 
zard of ſtarving, than labour, as other Creatures 
do for their Food: I told him,-eat that Time 1 
gould not, and ſo we travelled together in various 
Diſcourſes, till we heard a great Rnſling in a 
Hole under a Tuft of Buſhes, where I imagind 
there might be ſome Prey; thereupon deſicing him 
to go in, by Res ſon of his great Strength, to ſeize 
it, but he eines Courteſy with me, ſaying, He 
was atraid leſt Serpents thou'd lurk there; bur I 
being wiſe and ſubtle, might better avoid the 
Danger, ang he would ſtay till I returned to give 


him an Account; ſo, to pleaſe bim, I ventur'd, 


v 
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and found there a monſtrous She-Ape with her 
young, the ugglieſt that ever I bcheld, the Placa 
ſtunk abominably with their Piſs and rotten Litter 
they lay on; yet being willing to pleaſure him 
with Food, of which I ſaw great Store, I ſpoke 
her very fair, calling her Aunt, tho' indeed, none 
but Rukenaw of that Kind is my Aunt, ſaying, 
Much Joy to you, and fair Coufins, your Chil- 
daten; 1 ſhould have viſited you ſooner, had EL 
known of your Lying in. | 
Truly Reynard, replied ſhe, I am ſorry you find 
me no better provided; but to ſuch as I have you 
are heartily welcome. | 
Then ſhe ſet before me Veniſon, and other 
Proviſions, on which I ſcemed heartily to feed, 
the better to pleaſe her, tho' indeed the Stench 
had much impaired my Appetite. Then faid ſhe, 
ephew, I am glad you are come, being the wor- 
thieſt and wiſeſt Gentleman in the King's Domi- 
nions, that I may recommend the Care of my 
Children to you, to be trained up in vertuous and 
induſtrious Ways, that they may know how to live, 
and behave themſelves in the World with Credit. 
I told her I would do any thing for her, and the 
Good of my young Couſins at my next Viſit, which 
ſhould be very ſhortly; ſo being witling to be out 
of this noitom Place, I made my Compliment of 
Leave, bur ſhe forced upon me a Side of Veniſon 
to carry to my Wife, which, when I came our, 
I gave to the Wolf, who lay howling under a 
Tree for Meat; but that not half ſufficing him, he 
ask'd if there were any more in the Place ? I told 
him there was, and he might have ir, if he could 
diſſemble and give ſmooth Words. O, ſaid he, 
let me alone for that; and ſo he greedily enter'd, 
yet he had not long been there, but I heard him 
howl moſt terribly, and ſoon. after he came ruſh. 
ing out, With his Ears bloody, and his Skin torn in 
D 3 many 
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many Parts; for, it ſeems, he had not only re. 


who had been yaliant, doing many braye Exploits 


—— ſ— — 


— 


proached her with her own and her Young's Uyli. 
neſs, but went to take away her Meat by Force, 
wherefore they all fed upon | Gray and uſed him az 
he deſery'd, for ſo ill timing his brutiſh Lang vage, 
fince he ought to know, according to the old Pro- 


verb, That how deformed ſoever they be, each on: 


eftcems her own the faireſt. This, my Lord, is the 


Truth of the Matter, and if he can deny it, let 


him ſpeak. 

The Wolf hearing this, fell into a great Rage, 
(for indeed he had been betray'd into that Place by 
Reynard, ſaying, Thou Traytor, this, as all the reſt 
thou haſt alledged, is utterly falſe ; and to juſtify 
it, and that thou art the baſeſt of all Traytors, [ 
will prove upon thy Body by Combate, according 
as the Laws cire&t; in Confirmation whereof, | 
throw don my Gage before the King, if thou 
dareſt take it up to anſwer me, | 

The Fox doubting his Strength, krew not what 
to think of it; yet conſidering the Wolf's Claws, 
ſince the laſt ſtripping, were nor grown again, and 
contemning to let his Courage fall before fo many 


of his Kindred ; and that what he had ſaid might 


thereupon be ſuſpetted, he recollected his Spirits, 
and ſtarting up, ſaid, Whoſoever accuſed him as a 
Traytor, was a Liar to his Face, and he would 
prove it upon his Body by Arms, when, and where 
{oeyer he ſhould be required to it. That do!], aid 
Igrim. Then there, ſaid the Fox, is my Gage to 
anſwer thee. Theſe naturally exchanged, where 
deliver'd to the King, who allow'd the Combate 
to be the next Nay, and took Sureties of them 


For the performing it. 


Dame Rukenaw underſtanding this. came to the 
Fox, and drawing him aſide, after ſhe had com- 
mended his Courage, as a Grace to his Family, 


Il 
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Revnatd the FOX. 


in Arms, at Home and Abroad, ſhe proceeded to 


li. . N [ 

2 give him ſome Counſel as to this particular Af- 

„für, ſaying, Good Nephew, be attentive to wy 

os | Advice, and then the Wolf ſhall not prevail again 

* 

e you. | | 

he Dear Annt, replied Reynard, your Love and 

theft Wiſe Countels have always been ſo available to me, 

let that I Rall not forget the leaſt of your Iuſtructi- 
ons, but, to the utmoſt, pur in Practice whatfos 

ige, ever you deſire. Then ſhe proceeded in this man- 

= ner: ine 8 re » X L | : 

2 You muft, to make you the nimbler, and not to be 


dier! kid hold on, have all your Hair fhav'd off, except 
chat on the Tail, which you thall reſerve to of- 


* fend your Enemy; then I wi J ileek you over witk 
- 7 an Ointment that ſhall harden your Skin, and yet 
iy make it ſo ſlick, that he can never lay hold os il 


ou. | 
* This 1 done, Reynard look'd very airy and 
gay, and ſo he went to Bed, in great Hopes of at- 
aud taining the Victory Many other Advices ſhe gave | 
him, too tcdious here to mention, and not much | 


1 to the Purpoſe of the Hiſtory; but one amongſt 
ez the reſt, was, That the next Morning he ſhould 

as f drink ſtoutly, the better to expel any Fear; and 
sud to pas upon bis Tail, and ſpriokle it as he ſaw Oc- 
e caſion, thereby to blind the Wolf, and hinder his 


Caid Purſuit. For this the Fox gave her infinite . 
Thanks, and kept her Counſals in his Mind, as re- 


** lolying to put them in Practice. | 
date! He flepr little that Night for thinking of his next 
ems Pays Enterprize; but the Wolf ſlept ſoundly, as 


fancy ing himſelf aſſur'd of the Victory; by which 
nel we may lee how Men are often diſappointed of 

their Expectations. In the Morning his Kinſman 
the Otter game to him, and brought him a young 
Duck, ſaying, Take good Heart, and eat this to 
ſtrengthen you, for great is your Undertaking, i 

| | D 4 and 


— 
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and requires your utmoſt Strength and Policy te 
acquit yourſelf nobly. 

TS Irthank you for your preſent Advice, ſaid the 
Fox, and ſo they breakfaſted together. 


MORAL. 


By the Wolf's Complaint, is Pewed an inſatiable 
Thirſt of Revengg for Injuries done him. By the Fox's 
accepting the H. linge, denotes, that politick Men, 
1% weak, are in Expectation te overcome the Strong, 
that are given up to unadviſed Raſhneſs.. The She- 
Wolf's Mis fortune, denotes Covetouſneſs, brings Dau- 
ger. Thc Fox's Eſcape that Way, Self. Preſervation. 
And the She- Ape's Cave, that good Words are better 
than ban, | C 
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te CHAP, VII, 


ho NY How the Fox entred into the Combate with the Wolf. 
and overcome him: And how thereupon he was a- 
vanced by the King to many Honours. 


Af this Refreſhment, Reynard went, attended 
| by a great Number of his Kinsfolks, to enter 
the Lifts, where the Wolf flood raving, and 
accuſing him as a Traytor ; and tho' he accepted 
the Challenge, he was ſo Guilty he durſt * 
pear; but when they ſaw bim 5 ſtate ly 


in that Trim, they ſtared on bim; whereupon the 

King faid, Reynard, I fee you more regard your 
Safety than your fine Apparel. But he only made 

his Obey ſance, and paſs'd on; then entring the Liſt, 

they were both ſworn by the Libard, appointed 
Mareſchal of the Field, that their Cauſes were 
right and juſt ; and every one, on Paint'of Death, 
except the Combitants, to avoid the Eiſt: And 

p now the King, Queen, and Nobles, Having taken 
their Places, the Trumpers WundeFthe Signal to 
begin the Combare, : Upon 
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Upon this the Wolf came towards the Fox with 
open Mouth and extended Paws, as if he would 
immediately have devour'd him; but Reynard 

nimblyleap d between his Legs, and when he curn'd 

again upon him, he piſſed on his Tail, and daſh'r it 
in his Eyes, which ſo blinded him, that it Bindred 
his Eurſuit; and in tha next. Courſe he caſt up the 
Sand with bis. Hind-feet, ,.wbich ſticking to they 
Urine, put him to more Pai, which whilſt he was 
clearing, he ſprung upqn him, and with his Claus 
271 the Skin off his Eye-Brow down to the Middle 
of his Face, whereupon his Eye hung out, and 
Blöd flow'd exceedingly ; but this inrag'd Sir 
Jerim the more, ſo that violently falling upon him, 
he cruſh'd him to the Ground, and whilſt he 1a- 
bour'd to get from under him, he catch'd ore of 
Reynard's Feet in his Mouth, whereupou he cry'd 
out, Now Traytor, thou art at my Mercy, conteſs 
thy gr gm all the Injuries done to me, before 
thou dieſt, for now thy End is come. 

The Fox finding himſelf in this piteous Plight, 
betook him to his Diſfimulat ion, humbly beſeech. 
ing Mercy, and for ſparing his Life, himſelf, his 
Family, and whole Eſtate ſhould be at his Service, 
to diſpoſe of as he pleas'd; that he would free'y 
confeſs his Guilt, and be at his Command to bring 
him Proviſions at all Times; that he was ſorry he 
had undertaken the Combate againſt him. 

O thoubaſe Diſlembler, replied the Wolf, theſe 
fair Speeches are made only to eſcape from the Ad. 
Vantage I have over you, and then you would ſing 
another Song to my Diſgrace ; but i have been too 
often deceiy'd, e're to truſt you more; but will Þ f 
now take my Revenge at full, for the Injuries Þ © 
done to my. Wife and myſelf, which cry aloud for b 
Vengeance. 7 
;, Reynard perceiving there was no Good to be 1 
done by Flattery, had by this Time bethoughs 1 
at himleft 


* 
r 


4A A 9 kt 


OO -»_ ca on 


n 


down his other Foot, between the Wolf's Legs, he 


catch'd him faſt hold by the Stones 
that his Friends beholding in what a fad Condition 
he was 


to loſe the Lives of any of his Subjects. 
Marſhal went to 'Reyyard, and told him, The King 


would ſpeak with him; and he muſt upon Pain of | 
high Dilpleaſure, deſiſt from any further Violence | 
towarcs the Wolf, for he would no doubt, decree | 


him the Victory. 
My Lord, 
pleates to command, I yield ready Obedience to- 


All his Kindred came running to him, and proffer- d 
their humble Service; nay, happy win he thin 
e 


could be od by him, as knowing he was now on 
the riſing Ground; tho? if he had loſt the Viftory, 
they for the moft Part, would have difown'd him 
to be any of their Relation; forſuch is the Faſhion 
of this World, ever to adorethe Riſing Sun; nay, 
many embrac'd him with diſſembling Affe ion, aud 


claim '2 Kindred of him, who before were his Ene= W 
mies; 19 much the Terror of this wrought in 
And thus with a ſtately Train of a- 


their Minds. 
bout a hundred, or more, he preſented himſelf be- 


fore the King, falling on his Knees ; but the King 


commanded him to fiſe up, fa\ing, Reynard, you 
have Cauſe to rejoyce at this Victory you have ob- 
tain'd, contrary to our Expectation, in which 
you have won much Renown ; therefore ſeeing 


Right and Juſtice declare on your Side, I acquic i 


you of all Things laid to your Charge, by 1/grimy 
1 & or 
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himfelf of a Stratagem'; and n putting i 


perition'd the King to cauſe the Combat 
to ceaſe, and take it into his own Hands for the 
Decilion; of which he accepted, as being unwilling 

h Then rhe i 


ſaid Reynard, whatever the King Y 


and made him by 
howl in a lamentable manner, ſo that the Fox had | 
an Opportunity to free his other Foot, when leaping 

upon him, he dragg'd him about the Liſt, as one half 
dead, biring and taring him in divers Places; fo 
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gor wy other s and as ſoon. as his Wounds be cur'd, 4 
he ſhall be try'd, if ou ſo pleaſe. -.. PINT. 
Upon this the Fox replied, My , Gracious Lord. 
J have no Malice againſt him, but him to me has Ir 
brought him to deſerved Punifhment ; yet, if your I 1. 
Majeſty pleaſes, I can freely pardon him, and theſe h 
my Enemies that ſtand about. you, who ſided with fa 
him when in great Fayour with your Majeſty, and I af 
eould-raiſe them to Promotion, but now they {hrick I h. 
from him, and are aſham'd to own him; they are || xe 
like the Kennel of Hounds, who waited for one bold 1 1 
Hound, who went into a Lord's Kitchen, to ſteal 
Proviſion ; he came out, indeed, with a fair-Rib ar 
of Beef, but the Cook running after him, threw he 
ſcalding Water on him, that took off his Hair be- an 
hind, which they ar firſt, not eſpying, began to || fe 
praiſe him for-his Venterſomeneſs ; but teeing how || be 
he had ſuffer' d, they flunk away from him, and ye 
would no more admit him into their Company, let de 
they ſhould be ſerved in like manner for partaking 
with him. Theſe, in like manner have left the C: 
Wolf in his Extremity, whom I, tho' he is my of 
cruelleſt Enemy, pity. Sy 
This diflembling of the Fox gain'd much Ap- v 
plauſe, ſo that he was immediately conducted to bu 
the Court, where a noble Feaſt was prepared for || wt 
him, with Muſick and Rejoycing, every one prai- Þ| fo 
ſing and extolling him for his fortunate Victory. v. 
So that now from the Depth of Miſery, he was | th; 
riſing to his Pinacie of Honour, every one crowd- | pr 
ing to offer their Service to him. Then he was exal- an 
ted on the King's Right Hand, who ſaid, Reynard, Þ to 
I expe& now you ſhould Redfaſtly keep your Al- Fri 
legiance, and not let my Ears be fill'd with any bel 
more Complaints of you; then ſhall you always go- u. 
vern in this high Station, and I win be guided by | 
your Wiidom; whilſt, at my exprels Command, I but 
all the Beaſts of che Foreſt bow as you pals by em p lre 
| | an 
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and if any do you Injury, I will highly revenge it. 


So appoint you Ch ef Juſtice of all my Territories, 


Reynard s Kinared as well as himtelf, upon hear- 


ing th's, return'd the King Thanks, who tola them, 


It was much ſhort of what he intended to do for 
him; deſiring them to admonith him, when they 
ſaw him forget himſelf as to be inclinable to go 
aſtray; which the She-Ape undertook to do for 
herſelf, and all the reit; ſaying, She, and all the 
reſt, would renounce him, if he ſhould fail in any 
Thing he had promis d. 

hen ſaid the Fox, My moſt Gracious Lord, I 
am altogether unworthy of the Honours you have 
heaped on me; yer will I make it the whole Study 
and Buſineſs of my Life, in joins Meaſutfe, to de- 
ſerve them; my Counſel and Diligence ſhall never 
be wanting, either to Adviſe, or Counter-plot 
your Enemies. This ſaid, upon Leave given, he 
departed with all his Kindred to Malepardus. 

Whilſt the Fox was led to the King, the Bear, 
Car, and Dame Arſewind, removed the Wolf our 
of the Field, he being through Pain, in a deadly 
Swoon, and laying aim on clean Litter, drelied his 
Wounds, and lent for Cordials that reyived him; 
but he no ſooner came to his Senſes, and remembred 
what had happen'd, but he howi'd piteonily, not 
ſo much for the Smart and Anoguiſh he feir, cho' it 
was great, as for the Ditgrace he had iuffer d; and 
that he ſaw his Friends, who flatter d bim in his 
proſperous Eſtate, had moſt of them forſaken him, 
and gone aver to the Fox, as thinking wich him 
to be in the warmer Sun. Jlowever, thoſe few 
Friends that were about him, comfortea him in the 
belt manner, and Cairied him into his own Houle, 
Purcing him to Bed in a high Feyer, occaſion'd by 

i» Wounds; of waick he was no bonner recover'd, 
bur, at the Fox's laſtigation, he was baniih'd into 
Ireland, Wich his Wits and Children, in which 
| Country, 


7. | | 
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Country, he and his Gzneration, have ever finee 
gone howling about the Bogs, Woods and Moun. 
tains, often ſcaring poor Teague out of his Senſes. 
Reynara, as I have ſaid, being on his Way Home- 
ward with a numerous Train of his Kindred with 
a Prom: ſe peedy ro return to Court, they petiti- 
on'd for Places of Honour and Truſt under him; 
to which, Courtier like, he made them a World of 
fair Promiſes, more than ever he pertorm'd: When 
be came in Sight of his Caſtie, he jaw his Wif and 
Children ſtanuing at the Gate, who were over- 
Joy d. at his Return, and haſted to meer tum, em 
racing and we'-oming vim, and all his Friends: 
Thea he told his Wife of his Succets, and the Kings 
Favour to him; how he was auyancd to the 
Height of all his Honours, to raiſe up and pui 


down whom he pleas d; commanding her inſtant!yp 


to prepare a ſumptuous Banquet; which the She 


Ape, and ſome others help'd her to do, the Ta 


being too great for her alone. | 
In two Hours Time the Table was ſpread, wi: 
Fow], Fleſh, Fiſh, and Fruits of all Sorts; ro whic! 
Reynard bid his Friends heartily welcome: So they 
feaſted together all that Day, and lay there «| 
Night; and the next Morning, Reynard, by thi 
Power the King had given him, Knighted his twe 
Sons, Reel and Reynardine; and in Honour © 
their Advancement, prepar'd another ſtately Ban 
quet, and then diſmiſs'd all rhoſe that came wit 
him: And thus, being high advanc'd, he kept h 
Station in Spite'of his Enemies, gathering gre: 
Wealth, and highly advancing his Children, livin 
many Years in much Fame and Renown ; in whic 
I leave him, and conclude the Subject Hiftory « 
this Book, which, if well regarded, may nor on 
prove pleaſant, but yery profitable to the Reader. 
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MORAL. 
The Wolf" s Fury here, ſignifies a Man deſperately bens { 


n Revenge, ſo that his Rage mikes him blind, aud 
eareleſs of h Safety, whereby he lies unguardsd to his. 


Enemies, who cunningly take Advantage over him ; | 
which had he ſiood upon better Conſitteration defend ed, 
they con id not have done. The Fox uſing his Tail, ſhews | 
that Policy often evercomes Strength. By the Woij's 
Eatching him by the Foot, is noted, hem many Men, not | 
knowing how to make Uſe uf their Auvantage, overſith 
it to their Misjoartwne. By the Fox s Advancement, we 


ſee Power comes ſwiftly when leaft expetfed. And by 


the Beaſis ſiding with him, fſhcws us, that Fear, or 
Hopes of Riches, will bring over event our Enemies to 
our Side; yet ought we not to rely on ſuch, longer than 
our Proſperity laſts. By the Walf s being leſt by all but 
a few, ſignifies, that none but Relations, er near 


; | Friends, who have a Feeling in dur Sufferings, will 
with ud by us in the Storms of Adverſity. From the Beaſts 


hich 
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Submiſſion and Earneſineſs to make Peace with the Fox, 
we learn, that tho our ſiding with @ miſerable Party, 


©) 4 ' . . 
Jer Canſe, be never ſo Fuft, it is better to foregs it, 
1,974 endeavour a Reconciliation, when we have 0 49 


ith a pcperſul Adverſary, . 


The. END of the Fiſt PART. 
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CHAP. 1. 5 


How Reynard ſending his Son away with his Riches to 
.* hide them, was himſe f taken and executed for his 
Treaſens. How the Riches were lo... Roſſel lain, 
with the Combat between the Boar, Panther, and 
Tyger, abeut the Spo'l, &c. 8 
— — ( K — 5 
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REIT ETN 4RD the FOX, notwithſtand- 
SEP ing the late Honours conferr'd on 
bin by the King, baving private 
Intelligence, by Means of the Brock, 
that the Cheats and Fallacies he had 
put upon the Royal Lion, were 6i!- 
coycried, he proclaimed a Traytor, and 2 

le- 
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Preparations made to apprehend him; doubt. 


ing his Safety in his Caſtle of alepardus, and 


being grown aged, and unfir for Travel, called 
to him Reynardine and Roſſel, his two Sons, to 
whom he communicated the State of his Affairs, 
bidding them take Lapre/ the Coney with them for 
a Guide, and carry his Treaſure with them into the 
Foreſt of Longwood, and there hide it in the Cave, 


Latrel would ſhew them, and remain there to ex- 


pet the Event of his Fortune, and to prevent a 


Diſcovery, they ſhoyld kill the Cony as ſoon as 


the Treaſure was Safely ſtow'd: So delivering 
to them his Riches, and ſending ſome Servants 
with them, to carry it to the Confines .of the 
Foreſt, the Sun was no ſooner ſet, but they de- 
parted with Tears, which preſaged they ſhould 
never ſee each other more. 
Reynard's two Sons had no ſooner lefr him, but 
his. Caſtle was beſieged by the Command of the 
Lion, and all his Starting holes ſo narrowly guard. 
ed, that attempting to make his Eſcape; he was 
caught by Sir Brain the Bear, his mortal Enemy, 
and dragg'd to the Court, where the Lion giving 
free Licenſe to all that would, to bring their Ac- 
cuſations againft him, ſuch great Numbers, whom 
he had injur'd appear'd, and their Complaints 
were ſo grievous, and apparently proved, that the 
Savage King, without giving Leave to make his 
Defence, as he had formerly: done, leſt his Flat - 
teries' ſhould again make him relent to pardon 
him, order'd him immediately to be hang'd ; ap- 
pointing the Wolf his Executioner. And rhus 
ended Reyrard the Fox, after all his Cunning and 
Policies, his Days by an untimely Death; which 
hews, however Men may : flatter themſelves, 
here is no State, how great ſoyer, or cunningly 
pparted, certain upon Earth. 
A LISS eee TE | : dow 
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bad ſent away the Servants, and lodged: their 
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- Now whilſt theſe things paſſed, Reynard"s Son 
Treaſure only with the Help of: Laprel the Cony, 


that no more knowing where:they had repoſed it, 


might, as they conceived, be the more aſſuredly 
fafe ; the which when they had done, the Coney 
for his Service:demanded his Reward ; but inſtead 


of a Recompence, met with Death, for, ſurpriſing- 


ly - picking a Quarrel with him, on the Ac- 


count of his miſtruſting their Bounty, they fell up- 


on him, flew him, and threw his dead Body out of 
N. Cave, thinking themſelves now ſecure, though 
t ſoon proved otherwile ; for having notice of 


their Father's Death, and that they were preſcrib- 


ed and baniſhed on Pain of Death never to return 
to their own Country; fearing leaſt ſome of the 
Servants, who had brought the Treaſure to the 
Confines of the Foreſt, might give notice of it, 
they reſolved to remove it to another Forreſt, and 
there to divide it into two Parcels, and live retire 
till they could diſpoſe of it to their greater Ad van 
tages, in buying honourable Places, or in purchaſ. 
ing their Peace, and Freedom of returning Home: 
But as they were doing this, Corbant the Rook, 


whoſe Wife Dame Sharpbeak, Reynard their Fatherſ ® 


had ſlain, allured by the Scent of the dead Cony, 
came flying thither, unſeen to them, whither they 
carried the Treaſure; and then, taking Wing 
flew'up and down» the neighbouring Foreſts till 
he found out Bruin the Bear, Truculem the Pyger 
and Yerſure the Panther, preparing early in th 
Morning to go a Hunting to theſe; with muci 
Joy, be revealed what he had ſeen, promiſing them 


for a tenth Part of the Riches, to ſew them thi]: 


Place where it was lodged. '' VO 
Io chis they eaſily and joyful conſented, deſit 
ing inſtantly to be conducted thither; Corbant de 
layed not to do it, and by that time they _ 
tne 
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a4 || there, the Sun was ſetting, when having N 

ir to the Places, by flying with his Beak againſt them, ' 

y the B ar immediately enter'd Reynardine's Cave, 

.- | which he perceiving, and finding not only his 

he Riches, but that allo his Life would become A 
! Þ Prey to that mortal and implacably Enemy bo!ted 

ad thro' a Retreating Hole, and fled with all Speed 

, poſſible for his Safety. 

c.. The Bear having ſeiz'd and brought forth the 

ay Treaſure here, he proceeded to Roſe/'s Cave; Who 


t af r the Bear's entering, being of a fiery Temper, : 80 


\oþ | and much leſs Cunning than his Brother, reſolved 
= to defend his Treaſure, or loſe his Life; ſo flying 
| at Sir Bruin with his ſharp Teeth, he caught him 
faſt by the Noſe, and bit him fo grieyoully, that 
theft he roared out terribly ; whereat the Tyger came 
ruſhing in, and immediately flew poor Refel, 
throwing his dead Body out of the Cave, and re- 
moving all the Treaſure to a diſtant Foreſt, where 
tl I αναν , ety -e rich Erown, ex- 
ceedipy bright, ſet withy Jewels, appearingamony 
Spal, very M cdtering fs bave it, anden 
e Serie Conteſt grew ſo hot, thats a blood 
oN bat enſued, with wild Dproär unf Neiſe 
that Nable, the Lion Prince, Son to the King, be- 
ingabroad with his Guard taking the Air in the. 
got, ee de, male iche, nd bee, by 
— nge and Commands, paxred the Eray 
en being informed of the Cauſe of their Aiffe- 
n told them, he would end the Caufergf 
ces Strife: and to taking up the Crown, ſet it eg 


Inis own Head, none daring to contradict it; th« 


t Fa large Gold Chain, -but it proved 
ineffectual, for he carried the Crown to the Court. 


and there preſented it to his Father, as will more 
| fully hearafter appear. e as 


MORAL 


the flattered him, in hopes to- have it again with ,Þ 


TH 
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MORAL | 
By*Reynard's being taken at laſt and execcuted, it 


appears that though evil Men may eſcape for a time, 


Miſchief will certainly overtake them in the End. The 
loſs of the Treaſure, ſignifies, ill got Gains proſper not, 
P * the Bear, &c. falling out in dividing the Spoil, 
; 1: the Lion teking the Crown, ſhews Covetouſneſs 
4 Ambition will in tht End moſt certainly bring both 
Sorrow and Strife. 


255 CHAP. II. 
He w Reynarè ine, in his Travels, met the Brock, and 
' what Counſel he gave him. How the Lion upon ſeg 


ing the Crown, preſaged the Ruin of his Family, 
which fell out. How the Fox entered into Religious 


n 


Orders. had a hard Penance ordered him for Thicv« 


ing, which made him run away. How he preached 
to 4 Flock of Geeſe. 
; "ol 
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RT as is ſaid, having eſcaped with 
Life, though he loſt his Treaſure, flying by 
man) obſcure Ways, coming into the Kingdom ot 
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Brock, whom he ſaluted, and making himſelf 
known to him, told him of the Loſs, and the Dan- 
ger he had eſcaped ; deſiring to adviſe him how he 
J | might be ſafe for the future. 
5 To this the Btock replied, Dear Couſin, you ask 
I proper Queſtion; for this Country being open 
and full of People, who take great Plaature in 
_ [| Hunting, and deſtroying us poor Beaſts, it will be 
I proper I ſhew you the Holes under Ground, that 
„Jou may eſcape upon any Purſuit, or elſe your 
Lite will be always in danger. Nay then, faid the 
Fox, I wiſh I had not come into this Country, but 
ſtill remain'd amongſt Woods and Foreſts, Places 
v. Jof ſureſt Retreat: but being here, I now ſubs 
mit to be adviſed and guided by you in all ings: 
: Hereupon the Brock ſhewed him many Sculk- 
ing Holes, and Places of Retreat ; yet Reynardine 
hearing the Cries of Hounds, and Shouts of 
Hunters from many Places began to tremble, and 
ſeemed, not to like them as 1ufficient Refuges in 
time of Danger; and therefore deſired his Kinſ- 
man to think of ſome other Way for his conti- 
nuing in Safety. Truly, replyed the Brock, 1 
know none, unleſs you will enter into Religious 
Orders; there you may live fat and plentifully a- 


he Auſterity of their Lifes, Alas, ſays the Fox, 
that I willingly undertake, rather than be every Mo- 
ment in Jeopacdy of Life. 3 
Upon this the Brock procured him a Pilgrim's 
eed, to paſs the better undiicover'd, and bid 
im follow him to the Abby of Alanton, where 
ie would interceed with the Prior to receive him; 


e- here 1 muſt leave them on tber Way and fol- 
> A ow.the young Lion to tlie Coui 9. 
— The young Lion hFving carried the Crown 


rich him, as is faid, the preſented it to his Fa- 
cher 


Zia, there met with his Couſin Grimbard the 1 


mong the Monks and Friers, if you can endure -- 


| 88 The HISTORY#f 
$ ther, whe looking wiſhfully on it, groaned with- 

zin himfelf, as calling to mind a Prophecy, that 
ſ when that Crown ſhould be found and preſented 
him, the Day of Death drew near, and ſoon after it 


his Poſterity ſhould utterly fail from the Kingdom; 
wheretfore he willed him to take it from his Sight, 
and lock it up in a ſecret Place, where none might 
ever ſee it, or come to wear it: This the Prince 


ceeded, as his eldeſt Son, King of Beaſts ; but his 
Brother Haughty, conſpiring with the Bear, Tyger, 
and Panther, its him, and ſoon afrer was {lain 
himſelf, and ſo ended that Race, as their Father 
had predicted. 

During theſe TranſaQtions, Reynardine was come 
to the Monaſtry of Manton, and there taking 


Leave of Brock, went to crave Admittance, and 


»ade his Apology ſo well to the Prior, that he 
'-4ly received, and admitted to enter on his 
„wherein he behayed himſelf fo modeſt- 


ly, ane agly Deyour, that the Prior highly ap* 


roved of him, and placed him under tbe Cook, to 
ſerve in the Kitchin, at which he greatly rejoyced, 
as knowing here he ſhould ſtuff his Gut well; but 
ſo many things were pilfred and ſtole, that he ac- 


cuſing others, was himſelf accuſed, who was, in- i 


deed, the Thief; yet he bore it out ſtautly, til! 


one Day he was catched by the Prior, who 


watch'd through a private Peep hole, going off 
with a Whole Carp in his Sleeve, yet upon his 
Submiſſion, his Penance was allotted to Faſt two 


Days, and to live in a loneſome Cell, without the 


Gates of the Monaſtry. 


This hard Ulage fo angered the Fox, that ſoon EU 
after he gave them the Slip with his Religious Ha- 


bit; but having trayelled far, and growing phe, 
\ | It, 


obeyed. and ſoon after his Father died, and he ſuc- 
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angry; at laſt he eſpied a Flock of Geeſe in a 
ond; where he could not come at them without 


1 ear of * drowning, and therefore to decoy them on 
1 and, in a demure Manner, begins to Preach ta 


hem; the filly Geeſe ſeeing him in that Habit, 
nd, to appearance, ſo devoutly penitent, had 
o Miſtruft of kim, left the Water, and came 

doliſhly gagling round about him, deſiring to ſce 
iis Book, that they might ſay an Ave Maria, 
rhich he willingly ſhewed them; but whilft th. 5 
rere por ing on it, at two Snaps he bit off two 


10 f their Heads, which fo affrighted the other 
-- hat they run ſcreaming into the Pond again, and 


ept themſelves in the Deep, till they ſaw him 
* 3 gorge his Paunch on their Fellows Car. 
ales. 1 
ad Well knowing now he ſhould he purſued, as in- 
he Reed he was, by the Monk and Owners of the 
eeſe, he left that - Province, and returned again 
dZatap : there he fell to ſhriving a Parcel of Fer- 
ets, for which they were to ſteal him a Neſt of 
labits; after that an Aſs, for a Bundle of Straw : 
ut the former were catched by the Warriner, and 
dut endemn'd to perpetual Impriſonment ; and 
Ide latter ſoundly drubbed by the Owner of the 
in. Nraw upon his entring the Barn to fetch it; whilſt 
tin de Fox laughed heartily, to ſee what Fools he had 
nade them, and into what Danger they were 
g Fought ; and after having ſhriven many others, 
nd got Store of Food from them, in Promiſe of 
ndulgencies upon his Return from the in Pope. 
ow as he travell'd he met the Brock, whom he 
ery kindly ſaluted, teltingehim,-all his- Ady et. 
wes, and what bad Feel him om theigBartiog,”. 
bb great was the-Fefyyein? Brecht hen 
avelling onward they came to the .Bakece de: 
pit, lf Firelapel the Libard, who lying ick,yand bay”. 
> IBS 2.26 ing 


* 
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ing Notice by his Servant, that a Prieſt approac 
ed, deſir d he might come and confeſs him; we 
in Confeſhion, 6 declaredhe had been chiefly in g. 
ſtrumental in bringing Reynard the Fox, to the | 
Gallows ; this Reynardine ſtomached exccedingly 
but concealed himſelf and his Reſentments to 
fitter Opportunity, which wrought the Libard 
Deſtruction. * 

Going from hence one Evening, intending t- 
rob a Farmer's Barn of a fat Pullet, the Train o 
his Gown was catched in a Trap, and upon ths 
Alarm it gave, he was forced to leave it bebind 
him, and flie for his Life, which put an End tc 
the Fox's Prieſthood ; who, by that borrower 
Shape, and ſeeming Sanctity, had deluded many 
ſilly Beaſts. 


MOR AL. 
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The Lion's Preſage of Deftruftion to his Family i ® 

Sight of the Grown, ſignifies, ws ought even to ſb#t EF 

the Sight of Things that threaten Danger, and nl W 
prove fatal to us. The Fox's taking on him a Reli 

gious Life, and his Proceedings therein, ſhews he ß 
crafty Men, under ſuch Pretences, delude the Ignorant, 
His lofing his Gown, ſignifies, ſuch Deceivers are a 

laſt laid ofen, and fad inte Diſgrace and Contempt, 1 
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Yi How the Fox flying, almofl ſlarved, by 4 Stratagem 
the cheats the Wolf of his Prey, then 1 and, 3 
ngly Aavvice of the Ape, turning Phyſician. poyſons Sin 
to Firelapel che Labard, to revenge his Fathers . 


Death; the Ape is hang d, but he flies; and, in 
Diſguiſe, endeavours by the Means of Grimlook 
the Maſti , to enter the Monaſtery of Manton, but. 
is diſcover'd by Brindle, 725 


* : 
HE Fox had no ſooner left his Religious Ha- 
bit, but he became deſpiſed and perſecuted” 
y thoſe that had ador'd him in that Diſguiſe 
ſo that wanting the fair Morſels they were wont 
to ſupply him withal, he grew in great Diſtreſs 
and Poverty, much bewailing the loſs of his Gown, 
which had he kept, would have been an Eſtate to 
him; for under that he deceived whom he liſt, 
but now he was deſpiſed by all, and threaten'd 
with Death, though he alledged he was their very 
Prieft, but that his Gown was ſtoln from him 
while he laid it aſide to 2 and Pray: But find- 
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ing this not believed, and fearing in a Mutiny, to 
loſe his Life, he gave thoſe that watched bim 
the ſlip, and wandred a long time, ſtarved almoſt 
in the Woods; when ranging one Morning, he 
eſpied, from a Hil, 1ſgrim the Wolf, who had 
quit killed a Pig; the Fox knowing the Enimty 
tween him and his Father, ſtood long muſing, 
whether he ſhould dare togo to him or not, and 
beg a ſupply; at laſt Neceflity urged him, rather 
to hazard, than certainly die by ſtraving ; and ſo i 
in a moſt humble Manner, though under a crafty 
Guiſe, approached Sir 1ſgrim, and in a fair Tone, 
faid; Dear Couſin, can you tell me where a Leech 
Lves, that I may go to him for Phyſick ? Couſin 
me, no Couſins, replied the Wolf fternly, I am 
no Kin to you, but ſcorn you and all your treache- 
Tous Race; however, III venture fo much Kind- 
neſs towards you, -to ask you what you ail. 
Alas, ſaid the Fox, meeting with s delicious 
Booty, I have eaten ſo much, that I am eyen ready 
to burſt. What delicious Booty was it ? ſaid the 
Wolf; I have been hunting all this barren Coun- 
try o're and could find nothing, but what I ven- 
tured my Life for, in leaping a Stye for this poor Ii 
Pig, fighting firſt the ſharp twang'd Sow, and, e're 
I could bear it off, the Farmer's Men, alarm'd by 
her Cries, fell on me, in my flight, and almoſt 
broke my Bones ; and you well know, could I have 
got any thing elſe, I would not have ventuted fo 
for Swine's Fleſh, which I leaſt of all eſteem. 
Truly reply'd Reynaraine, the Prey that I found 
were a couple of fat Lambs, whether dropped 
by chance out of ſome Cart that were carrying 
them to Market, or that they had ſtrayed thither 
I know not; bur ſure I am, I took them napping, 
and flew them both, then dragging them into a 
dry Ditch, undet a Quickſet-hedge, I ſo gorged 
myſelf with Blood, and ſome ot their TY 
that 
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im chat I am ſurfeited. Ah, ſaid the Wolf ſmiling, 
oft BFafting and Danger of being killed by a Phy. 
he cian. But Couſin, ſaid he, very lovingly em- 
ad J bracing him;*ſeeing you can eat no more of this 
ty Prey, before it may be tainred and ſpoiled, if you 
ig, would be ſo kind as to dire me to it, you will 
nd bind me to you for ever, and make me forget all 
ner the Wrongs your Father has done me, for there 
ſo lis nothing in the World that I like better than 
fry Lamb. | 
ne, The Fox finding he had work'd his Ends, dire&- 
>ch Jed him to the Place, with all the Marks and To- 
fin Ikens, where he ſhould find this imaginary Prey, a- 
am bout a League diſtant; the credulous Wolf, not 
ne- Iſcrupling the Truth of it, left his Pig half eaten, 
ad. the Fox feigning to ſleep till his Return, and poſts 
to the Place; in the mean while Reynaraine filled 
ous his hungry Belly, and then poſted away with ſpeed, 
dy Ncroſſing many ways, to avoid the Fury of the 
the [Wolf, who, having in vain ſought for the ſup- 
an- {poſed Lambs returned in great Fury to take Re- 
en- Jvenge on the Fox for deluding of Chas: and find» 
dor fling he had deyoured the Prey he left behind him, 
re he howled out many grievous Curſes againſt him; 
by but ſearching in all Places of the neighbouring 
of Foreſt dould not find him; for Reynardine fearing 
ave che Event, had earthed himſelf. - 
ſo The Fox having ſtaid in his Hole till it was dark, 
knowing the Wolf was then gone to reſt, crepr 
ind out and poſted with all, ſpeed to the Province of 
ped ¶ Ferraria, there early in the Morning, he met Grim- 
ing ard the Brock. and related to him all that had 
her paſſed, ſince they parted laſt, deſiring his Coun- 
ng, Nel to help him to fome buſineſs whereby he might: 
d 4 ſuſtain himſelf ; but thinking of none, he recom» 
ged mended him ro Dame Arſwmd the She ape, who 
ils, ved in a Cell near adjoyning ; ſhe immediately i 
perſuaded him to turn Phiyfician, ſince Dr. Sim- | 
E 2 pleteꝝ F 
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the Money ſhe left him, and diſcovered the Mur 


pleren. the Als, had taken up that Profeſſion and 
got great. Gains by it ; And. ſo, habiring himſe 
accordingly, he throye mightily upon it, which 
made Simpleton repine; but the Fax, being muc 


Pric 
ted 


; 


kim 


the cunninger, encreaſed in Fame, ſo that Sir Fir 2 


lapel heard of it, and ſent for him; but the mali 
cious Fox, remembring his Father's Death, hay 


.ivg got a great Reward, gave him ſo great a Dol; 
of Opium, that it made him ſleep his laſt; but bis 


ſoon after the Ape and he falling out about parting 


ther, but not being able to prove it, yet confel; 


ſing herſelf acceſſary to it, the wae hang d Then 


Reynardine choſe bert the Cat for his Aſſociate, 


and got great Gains by it; ſo that Sin pleten the 
3 by this new De dor 


Aſs, finding himſelf d e 
who pretended he came out of a far Country, and 
his Trade falling off, in dif Air banged himſelf 
at which the Fox laughed heartily; as now 


having all in his own Hands, ſo that he got 


Pre Gains; but being at laſt diſcovered not tc 


e 
bees 


we 


"TM 
ban 
the 

ol 


T, 


Ous 1 
ILA 
ove. 
man 


e Doctor Pedanto, as he gave out he was, but 


Reynardine the Fox, being in the midſt of all his 
Pride and Succels, Jooked on as an Impoſtor and 
Cheat, Notice was given of it to the King, 1o 


is 60 


that he was proclaimed a Traytor, for, now the 


Murther of Sir Nrlapel appeared againft him ; and 
in flying to Manton. he was, by the way, ſet upon, 


robbed of all his Treaſure, becoming again very 


Poor, ſo that to free himſelf from the Danger that 
threatred, he procured a Mountbank to cut off his 


Ears and Tail, ſo that being altogether diſguiſed, - 


he hoped ro get into the Monaltry again, fron 


whence you have heard he fled. 
Coming near to the Monaſtery, he met Grimlel 


the Maſtiff, whom he knew to have been Porter 


of the Gate when be left the Place; him he falutes 
and entreats to do bim the Kindneſs to ſpeak 3 the 
1405 


Reynardine the FO X. 10 


ted; to this Grimlook told him, he could not, far 
he was out of his Place, bur he would recommend 
im to his Cauſin Brinadle, who was then Porter. 
his he did, but though Repuardine had changed 
This: Name to Shifter, Brindle knew him, though 
. ic. faid nothing, aad pramiſed to do what had 
\V been propoſed, but fearing at laſt it was a Plot be- 
00 ween Grimlok and the Fox, to work bim out of 
butſſhis place, he diſcovered all to the Prior, who not 
lcu'y refuſed Reynardine's Atmittance, but for ever 
Sbaniſhed Grimloek for having any Entrance into 

the Monaſtery, which before he had, by a private 
ole, which on this Occaſion was ſtopped up. 


the MORA L. 


and The Fox's being deſpiſed upon the Loſs of hi; Religi- 
ſelf us Habit, ſhews, that Hypocrites and Diſſembler's when 
OWE und out, are hated, though never ſo much praiſed be- 
Bote. His cheating the Wolf, ſhews, that Policy, in 
© LON any. Caſes, is more aduant ageous than Strength. 


hig, be deluded by fair Pretences. 


Prior and Senior Monks, that he might be admit- * 


His turning Phyſician, denotes, ben eaſily People are 
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| CHAP. IV. | 
Wow the Fox is, in the Habit of a Stranger, entertained 


by Lord Verſute the Panther, and by what Mean 
he poiſoned him, to revenge his Brother's Death; 
and then, for the diſſembling Sorrow he expreſſed, 
the King made him one of bis Purveyors. How, leſt 
he ſhould be diſcovered, he made away the Brock, 
the Cat, and Grimlook the Maſtiff. How he i; 


| known by Brindle, and accuſed to the King, &c. 
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[@Enardine now again put to his Shifts, gets 

privately into the Foreſt,of Ferraris, and put- 

ng on a Caſt Habit he found there, went to the 
Palace of the Lord Yerſute the Panther, and, by 
many fair Words, got to be entertained in his Ser- 
vice, pretending he was a Stranger well born, but 
travelling, had been robbed of all his Wealth; 
telling him many ſtrange Stories of his Travels, 
partly True, and partly Falſe, too tedious here to 


be recited ; and here the better to diſguiſe him {el 
* . 8 


* 
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he went by the Name of Crabren, and ſo infinuated 


into the Panther's Favour, that his chief Servant, 
who waited on hum, being called to ſerve the King 


ina very eminent Station, he was preferred to that 


Place, uſing great Diligence to pleaſe his Lord, 
though Revenge was his Aim, for the Death of his 
Brother Reſſel, and rhe Loſs of his Father's Trea- 
ſure, which, as you have heard, the Panther was 
mainly inſtrumental in: Nor was it long e're an 
r was put into his Hands, to execute his 
Deſigns; for the Panther falling grie vous Sick, 
Dr Aſino, Brother to Simpleton, the Aſs, was ſent 
for, who had ſupplied his Brother's Place, and was 
no wiſer than himfelf. This Aſs-Do&dr gave his 
Patient many Potions, but to little Purpoſe ; for 


the Panther being grievouſly ſurfeited, by devour- 


ing a Stag he had run down, and withal his Body 
very foul, his Stomach was ſorely affli&ed and tors 
mented ; Aſino not now knowing what further to 
do to give him Eaſe, or any Ways to relieve hims 
The Fox underſtanding this was exceeding joyful, 


and coming into the Preſence of the Panther, while 


the Aſs-DoQor was gone to take Care of the Medi- 


cines, leaſt any ſhould play ſome evil Trick in 


his Abſence. But the Fox's Deſign being Miſchief, 
and Deſtruction, he in the Night- time, infuſed a 
deadly Bane into it, which, upon taking, ſoon kil- 
led the Panther, who died in great Torment ; and 
though they were both of them vehemently ſuſpec- 
ted, yet according to the common Rule of pre- 
rendirg ignorant Quacks, they ſtrongly alledged, 
That the Panther being old, his Time was come, 


which had it not a Medicine ſo excellently pre- 


pared, had wrought his Recovery; uſing man 
Allegations to prove it by the Rules of Phylick an 
Nature. And the Fox, the better to excuſe him - 
ſelf, lamented his Death extremely, to Appearance, 
ofcen going to the Graye, ww there ſhedding feign- 

viz "HE ed 
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ed Tears, ſo that at length he was not only conchu* | Y 
ded Innocent, but much commended for the great I br 
Love they ſuppoſed he bore his deceaſed Lord“ 
and the King hearing of it, ſent for him to Court' I} CC 
and made him his Puryeyor. 
The Fox thus raiſed, begins to fear every one || h 
that had formerly known him in Diſguiſe, leſt they of 
mould betray him, and therefore reſolved, as faſt n 
as he could to make them away, that they ſhould J e 
tell no Tales: His firft Proje& was to betray the K 
Cat to a Place, where, in Hopes of Mice, ſhe was he 
ſtrangled in a Snare, and when Dead, the Fox bu- lic 
ried her privately, that the Thing might not be J hi 
known, nor inquired into. Grimlook the Maſtiff, | Þr 
who knew him, as having diſcovered himſelf ro e. 
him in Hopes of getting into the Monaſtery, , was ki 
the next whole Life he aimed at, and thus he con- 
rived his Death, having found a deep Well in the J fo 
Poreſt, with much Water in it, he laid Reeds and | m. 
rotten Sticks acrofs it, and upon them Earth, and 
then green Graſs and L:aves, as a Carpet; thither | wt 
he conveyed Marrow. Bones, and one, above the Þ die 
reſt, with much Fleſh on it, and invited Grimlock | ye 
ro Dinner; who overjoyed at the Opportunity, as | 
being ourof Place, and very hungry, accepted the 
ſuppoſed kind Offer, and being led by Reynardine 
to che Place, he had no ſooner leaped on it with 
all bis Weight, as greedy to catch the Prey, but . 
down ſunk he and the Banquet together into the | 4 
Well; where, bowling tor Help in vain, the Fox | 37, 
tum bled great Stones upon him, and drownedhim ; | Gr 
then covering the Pace, returned to Court, rejoy- we 
eing, as now ſuppoſing he was rid of all thoſe that Þ »/z 
could any ways impeach him, or bring him into 
Danger; but whilſt he was hugging bimſelfin this 
god Luck, Brinale for Theft, being expelled the. 
; Monaſtery at Manton, came into the Foreſt to 
| ſeek his Living, and finding the Fox high in Fa- 
ME your, 
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vour, would have ſcraped Acquaintance with him» 
but he utterly denied ever to have known him 3 
which ſo incenſed Brizdle, that he reſolved to diſ- 
cover his true Name to the King, and accordingly: 
did, with all the Cireumſtances, how he had eauted 
himſelf to be diſguiſed, and came to the Monaſtery 
of Manton, and how he was known there, and de 
nied Admittance. Upon this Crabron, the diſgui_ 
ſed Reynardine, was ſent for, and charged by thẽ 
King, on the Words of Brindle, as a Traytor; bu* 
he ſtourly denied all, alledging, That it was Ma- 
lice in the Maſtiff, becaule he. had not preferred 
him, according to his Defire. This ſo enraged 
Brindle, that without conſidering he was in the Pre- 
tence of the King, he fell upon the Fox, and had 
killed him, had he not been taken off. 

For this Inſolence he was committed to Pri- 
ſon, during his being there, the Fox deviſed to 
make him away, and habiting himſelf like a Lord's 
Servitor, he brought him Food, as from his Lord, 
which the Maſtiff, without Suſpicion, eating, ſoon 
died; with all the Symptons of Poiſon, but none 
yet knew who did it: 


MO RAT. 


Tie Fox's entering into the Panther's Service, and 
poiſcning him, denotes a revengeful Perſon; wha, un- 
der the grea teſt Shew of Friendſhip, hides his Malice 
ii he can execute his Vengeance, His betraying. 
Grimlook, aud poiſoning Brindle, denotes, that when 
we ſuſpe# our Guilt will by diſcovered, baſe Means are 
ſed to prevents it. 
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The Fox was gain queſtion'd,.. found Guiity, and con- 
demned ; but. reprievgd_ upen Promiſe to diſcover 3 
waſi Treaſure : How. the Lurc her is ſen? with him 
40 fetch it, but the Fox gives him the Slip, and flies 
Again te Zalap. | 
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| HE Fox, by this Time, well knowing that 
[ Brindle was dead, appeared early in the King's 
'* Preſence, and deſired, that now what he had to 
fay, in Excuſe of his Yeſterdays Accuſation, might 
be heard: The King told him it ſhould, when the 
Witneſs appeared, who was immediately ſent for ; 
bur, inſtead of bringing him, the Jailer came to 
excuſe his Death ; ea By he was poiſoned, and 
that he verily believed, by all Circumſtances, he 
had been the Occaſion of it himſelf : For, ſays he, 
I offered him Food Yeſterday, but he would eat 
none, raving at a ſtrange Rate, till a Stranger 
came, whom I ſuppoſe was his Confederate in the 
| Miſchief, and from him he took Food and ear it 

| greedily. | Ths 
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perplexed, and ſhrewdly ſuſpected his Servant Cra- 
bron had a Hand in it, but having no Proof, he 
held his Peace for a Time. 


The Fox now ſuppoſing he was ſafe, all being 
deſtroyed that could accuſe, or diſcoyer him, in 
the Midſt of all his Jollity, was daſhed by the Ar- 


rival of Lightfoor the Greyhound, who had lived 
in the Monaſtery of Manton ; of him the King 
enquired, Whether he ever knew one Reynardine, 


that had been an Officient in the Monaſtery ? To 


this he replied, He had, indeed, heard of ſuch a 
one's being there, and of the Pranks he had plaid 3 


which agreeing with what Brindle had ſaid, in- 


creaſed the King's Suſpicion, eſpecially when con- 
firmed by Quicłſcent the Lurcher, that came from 
the ſame Monaſtery ; ſo, that whatever Excuſes 


Crabron, or the diſguiſed Reynardine could make, 


the King's Anger increaſing, he reſolved to extort 


a true Confeſſion out of him, which he ſeemed to 


decline, by racking him. Crabron hearing this De- 
cree, begged heartily ro have it excuſed, and 


greatly urged his Innocency ; but could not pre- 


vail, for the King's Suſpicion more and more in- 
creaſing, he ordered four ſtrong Beaſts to take him 
up, and draw his Limbs divers Ways, and not to 
leave off till he plainly confeſſed the Truth. 


This Puniſhment being immediately put in Exe- 4 


cution, Crabron crying out very grieyoully, as if he 
had been torn in ſunder, though, to ſay the Truth, 
he was little hurt, yet his Tormentors not leaving 
off, thinking he ſhould at laſt be killed in Earneſt, 
with a mournful Voice he begged to be delivered 
out of their Hands, and he would freely confels all. 
This being ordered, he, inſtead of performing ir, 
proceeded only to excule himſelf of not knowing 
bis Accuſers, or ever being in the Country where 


King 
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The King hearing this ſtrange Story, was much 


the Monaſtery ſtood ; . much inraged the 


by 
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King, but for that Time he thought it ſufficient to 


commit him to a ſtrong Ward in Priſon, and on 


. 
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che Morrow cauſe him to be racked again, till he 


vlearly confeſſed the Truth of the Matter. 


Upon this the Fox was carried off, grievouſſy 
complaining he ſhould die with the Anguiſh of his 
Tortures, for his Limbs were all disjointed, bur this 
Terved only as a Pretence to make his Guards the 
more careleſs of him, that he might the better 
make his Eſcape, which accordingly he did; for 
being lodged in the Ground-Room of the Priſon, 
and — locked and bolted in, whilſt his Jail- 
ers flept, he dug a Hole under the Foundation of 
the Wall, and creeping through it, fled ; but they 
for their Drowſineſs paid very dear, the incenſed 
King cauſing them, the next Day, to be executed 
as Traytors, for conſpiring with Cralron, and 
furthering his Elcape to plot new Treaſons againſt 
his Royal Crown and Dignity ;. all they could al- 
ledge not availing them 

The Fox having eſcaped thus luckily, travelled 
all.-Nighr, till he came into the Foreſt of Pirwoods 
where Sir Chanticleer the Cock, with his numerou 
Progeny, held his Reſidence, of whom he made 
grievous Spoil, till at laſt, the old Cock ſuſpecting 
who he was, haſted to young Sir Firelapel, and made 


_ himacquainted wiah his Thoughts, this young Gal- 


lant knowing the King's Proclamation was out a- 
ainſt the Fox, with Promile of a great Reward and 
2 to thoſe that ſhould apprehend him, 


acquainted the King with it, and under took to ſeize 


him. and bring him to Court with him; yet Quick- 
ſceut following his Footing, after a tedious Race, 
run him down and took him ; at this the Libard 

rinned, knowiog his Honour was eclipſed there» 
ay therefoſe he took the Fox by Force from the 


| Lurcher, and made him his Priſoner ;. but the 


Bear, Wolf and Henna enyying him that Advan- 


tage, 
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tage, fell upon him to take the Priſoner from him; 
but the two laſt of theſe he ſlew, and put the firſt, 
ſore wounded to flight; in the Mean while the 
Fox had eſcaped, had not the Lurcher had a watch- 
ful Eye over him, and taken him on freſh purſuit. 
Then was he brought to Court, where the King 
upbraided him with his Father's and his own 
Tkreacheries, and ordered him immediately to the 
Gallows, placing a Writing on his Head of his ſe- 
veral Names he had gone by to deceive and be- 
tray the Beaſts of the Foreſt. 

When he was aſcended the Ladder, he made 3 
free Confefhon of all the Crimes he had commit- 
ted, except the Murthers, which he luboured to ex- 
cuſe; and then inſinated himſelf with the King, 
in expettation of Pardon; he made a long feign- 
ed Story of an infinuite Maſs of Treaſure not yet 
diſcovered, giving a large Catalogue of Jewels, 
Rings, Gold Chains and Money; then ſeemingly 
offered himſelf to Death, without telling the place 
where they lay: To this the King began to hear- 
ken attentively, yet douhting it was a diſſembling 
to fave his Life; yet Covetouſneſs prompting him 
eargerly to thriſt after ſo great Riches, he upon 
Crabron's ſolemn Oath that all was true, cauſed 
him to be taken from the Gallows and returned to 
Pri ſon, till he had conſidered the Matter, whether 
it might be true or not; and demanding if it 
could not be taken up without him, he being. 
kept as a Pledge for the Certainty of its being 
there : No replied the Pox, for it was ſecured by 
one Aariman an Inchanter, who is now dead, and 
the Spell is ſo ſtrong, that without ir be diſſolved 
by Sacrifices, which I muſt offer, it cannot be 
taken up. | | 

The King hearing him name Adriman, and that 
he was dead, reſolved for a Letter Confirmation 
of the Truth of the whole Matter, to know * 
cher 
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ther there was ſuch a Perſon, and thereupon ſent 
with Speed to enquire, which proving ſo, and that 


he was dead, made him the eaſier credit the reſt; 
then calling the Lurcher, he commanded him to 
go with the Fox and ſee the Treaſure, but be 
ſure to watch him narrowly, leſt he gave him the 
Slip; This he undertook, and ſo away they tra- 
veled, earl) in the Foreſt of Long weed, and the Fox 
pretending to be near the place, made a Circle, and 
prepared his Sacrifices, which were to be offered 
up unto Fortune, Venus, Mercury and Plate, five 


ſeveral Days in five ſeveral Circles; but on the. 


firſt Day Lurcher being tired out by walking ſo 
long to watch the Fox, who himſelf {lept ſound- 
ly a Nights, could hold up no longer, but falling 
aſleep, the Fox took the Advantage he had looked 
for, and ſecretly ſtole away; which when the 
Lurcher, ftarting from his ſleep, found, he hun- 
ted and beat the Foreſt abour, but all in vain, for 
Reynardine, was got beyond his Reach; ſo that af- 
rer a tedious and fruitleſs Search, with Fear, 
Sbame and Anger he return'd again to the Court 
at Sanden. 


MOR AL. 


By the Fox's feigning hidden Treaſure, denotes, crafty 
Men by Policy, ſcape Danger, when Strength fails them. 
The Lion giving Credit ti it, and ſaving his Life, 
denotes Covetouſneſs over-ballances Juſtice, and cor. 
rupts the Judge. By the Fox's pretending to Sacrifices, 
ſbews that Religion, a Cloak, is often pretended to, 


to cover intended Frauds, and notorious Villanies, &C. 
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be Þ How the Lurcher's returning without the Fox, angers i 

he the King, and cauſes him to put out his Proclama-„ 

tion apprehendaing him. How many Beaſts went in 
Search of him, and the Miſchief that befel them 6 1 


the Means of the Brock Here the Fox is taken by 
the Aſs and eſcapes leaving him in Slavery, and 
what after befel on that Account. In what man- 
ner the Fox lived till he was again taken by the 
Larcher. ' 
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e H E King finding himſelf thus deluded by the 
r. Fox, was exceeding angry, blaming much 
5. the Lurcher but more himſelf for crediting ſo 
„„ | cunning a Deſſembler; yet reſolving to be reveng- 
g. Jed, he pur out his Proclamation, encouraging the 
Purſuit of him with promiſed Regard of Ho- 
nours ; ſo that a Number of Beaſts haſted to the 
Kingdom of Zalap, whither they ſuſpe&ed him 
to be gone; each poſting ſeveral ways to gut- 


{trip 


he IE ETES 
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ſtrip each other, as fearful, by coming too late, 
to: loſe this Honour; and with them went the 


Brock, the Fox's Friend, to give him private no- 
tice of the Dangers if he wick 


t find him out with- 
out any others knowing it; and indeed he had 
the Luck to do it, as knowing well what kind cf 
mos he uſually lurked in ſuch eminent Time of 
anger, and gave him notice of all that paſſed, 
and what Beaſts were come out in Search of him; 
as the Tyger, the Boar, the Horſe, Goat, Bull, 
Camel, Witleſs the Aſs, Brother to the Aſs-Doc- 
tor, and many others, . 


Io this Reynardine, for ſo now I muſt call hi 

again, replied, I fear not all theſe dear Cou- 
ſin, ſo much as I do Ruickſcent the Lurcher, if he 
be notwith them to ſcent me out, Iam ſafe enough. 
Indeed, ſaid the Brock, I had forgot him, he is 
here; bur LH quickly ſend him upon a falſe Ru- 
mour, I II raiſe a great way off, that he may not 
get the Scent of 
travel abroad; and fo contrive it with the reſt, 
that molt of them ſhall repent their coming in 
{earch of you. 

The Fox bereupon heartily thanked him, and 
brought ous a youug Pheaſant he bad newly taken, 
on which the {upped and were merry, and alittle 
before Day they Brock left him, and laboured to 
draw the Beaſts far from his Hole, and by crafty 
Devices, ſent them to ſuch Places to ſearch, that 
they either fell into Snares, Slavery, or were 
many of them ſlain by the Country People. 

However, the Fox hearing more were coming 
and being ſcanty of Proviſion, went to the Pa:- 
lace of Squire Carleſt, and entertained himſelf a 
Servant to him, upon Condition he might have 


- bur Liberty to walk about the Houſe, and not be 


chained as many of his Kindred were. 


This 


ou, when you are diſpoſed to 


{| Skies ; ſo that the Als thinking all real, proteſted 
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This being agreed on, having made Friendſhip 
with the Maſtiffs of the Place, he lived in great 
Plenty for a time; but one Day as he lay basking 
in the Sun in the Court- yard aſſeep, the Dogs be- 
ing likewiſe aſleep in their Kennel, after full Bel- 
kes, Witleſs the Aſs coming by, and peeping over 
the Wicket, eſpied the Fox; then ſerfing, his Arſe 
againſt it, he forced it open, entring, ſurprized 
the fleeping Fox ; running away with him, ingreat 
haſt, in his Mouth, unſeen of any Body : The Fox 
finding himſelf thus tricked by the Aſs, began 
gently to flatter and intreat him, ſaying he was 
exceeding glad, ſince it muſt be, that he was fallen 
into the Hands of ſo courteous end generous a Per - 
ſon, to Whom, when he firſt heard the Proclama- 
tion, he would willingly have ſurrendered himſelf 
could he have conveniently found him, praiſing 
his Underſtanding and prudent Conduct to the 


he was forry now he had taken him, and would let 
bim go, were it not that he expected to be made 
a Lord for taking him; which Honour he had along 
nmeextreamly coveted, that he might out- brave 
his Kinſman the Doctor, who, being rich, looked 
ie, and ſcorned him for his Proverty. The Fox 
heartily thanked him for his good meaning to- 
wards him deſiring to know how they ſhould do- 
to ſhifr for Proviſion in their way to the Court, 
conſidering it would take them up eight Days. As 
for me, {aid the Als every Lane will afford Thiſt- 
les and Boughs ; but for you, who are wont to live 
on Fleſh, I know not how you will fare, unleſs 
you make Proviſion to carry with you. That 1 
have done, faid the Fox, for about a Mile in our 
Way, TI bave a Store houſe, where I have laid up 
Proviſions againſt any time of Neceſſity that might 
fall out; and if you will be pleaſed to carry ſo 
much is needful for me, your will exceed ingly 

| | oblig 


5 
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| oblige me. Yes, ſaid the-Aſs, with a very gr od 
Will; come, let us haſten our Journey, and will I do 
you all the Service I can; nor would I have been 
Inſtrumental in this your Misfortune, had it ut 
been in hopes to have been a Lord. Upon tis 
they ſet forward, diſeourſing together on the r 


with high Pails, the Fox eſpied a convenient Hole ; 
then ſaid he, glad of the Opportunity. In this 
Place is my Proviſion, Ihave it in a Waller, ſtay you 
here and I will fetch it inſtantly. The Aſs was 
loath to truſt him at ſuch a Diſadvantage ; but be- 
fore he could reply, the Fox nimbly whipped in, 
and then it was to no Purpoſe to argue. 
However the Aſs in expetation of his Return, 
which he intended not, ſtood waiting, reſting 
his Noſe on the Top of the Pails. which was as 
much as he could reach when he ſtood on his Hind- 
feet, ſo that it was impoſſible for him to leap 
over : now the Mean while the Fox haſted to the 
Wood-man, that was lopping in the neigh bouring 
Foreſt, ſaying, Sir Woodman, I bring you the 
rareſt News you can wiſh for. What is that? 
ſays the Woodman, Why, replied he, yonder is 
a ſtrange wild Aſs without an Owner, fat, luſty, 
and of a large Size, that will, if you take him do 
you great Service in carrying Wood, or other Bur- 
thens, much to the Eaſe of your own Labour. 
Where is he? ſaid the Wood- man. Let me but 
ſee him, and I'll halter him, I'll warrant you, and 
ſoon make him tame : And for your Kindneſs in 
ſhe wing me himwhenever you chance to be hunted, 
make 1ato this Foreſt, and I will do my Endea- 
vour to ſecure you from the Fury of the Hounds. 
The Fox thanked him immediately, led him to 
the Place where the Aſs ſtood Braying, or in Aſſes 


Journey. The 


Way of divers Matters, till walking by a Park. ſide Bf 


Language, calling out, Sir Reynardine, Sir Rey 
nardine, make haſte, that we may proceed on our 


The Wood-man, upon this, coming ſtily behind 
him, creeping under the ſhelter of the Bank, ſo 


that he could not be ſeen of the Aſs, all on a ſud- 


den, to rhe Alſs's great ſurprize, clapped a ſtrong 
Halter about his Neck, faſtning it immediately 
to a ſtrong Poſt that upheld the Pails, and though 
the Aſs ſtruggled, and brayed hideouſly, all was 
in vain, the more he ſtruggled, the more the Wood- 
man cudgled him; till quite tired and ſore bruiſ- 
ed, he was fored to lie down, and, ſubmit hime 
ſelf to his Mercy. 7 
The Fox ſeeing this, Jaughed heartily, to think 
how he bad taken his Taker ; yet not appearing 
in ſight, he lay cloſe ro fee the Aſs carried away, 
and then poſted back to *Squire Careleſ;'s Houſe, 
arriving there before he was miſied ; and ſoon 
after he bad the Pleaſure to ſee Mitleſs, with other 
Aſſes, come laden with heavy Bundles of Wood 
on a Pack-ſaddle, into the Court-yard ; the Wood- 
man ſerving the Squire with Fuel 
Coming to him, he thus ſalured him; My Lord 
Witleſs, Tam glad to ſee you inveſted in your new 
Honour ; your Coat of Arms, methinks, ſuir you 
rarely well, and your other Accoutrements are ve- 
ry ſplendid : I have ſeen many, but none like it 
for Beauty and Gayneſs. Hah ! the Packſaddle and 
Croſs-ſtick in a green Field, emblazoned with a 
Halrar and Girths ; "tis all admirable! above 
what your Lordſhip's Anceſtors durſt pretend to. 
The Aſs hearing theſe Taunts, verily believed 
he had betrayed him into Slavery, and therefore, 
ina fury, run at him to trample him under his 


Feet, with loud Brayings ; but the Fox, being 


nimble, skipped into the Hole of his Kennel, lay 
cloſe, ſaw the Aſs ſeverely banged for —_— 
his Girths in ſtruggling, and letting the Woo 


fall about the Yard; and though the Aſs la- 


boured hard to excule it, and accuſe the Fox of 
; f 4 Treach « 
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& Treachery; yet the Wood Man not underſtand- 
ing bis Language, exaſparated by his Braying, 
bear him but the more; fo that finding himlelf 
in a piteous plight, he was forced to be mute; and 


upon his return, grievouſly complained to his. 
Fellow. aſſes of his hard Ulage; who bid him bo. 


of good Comfort; ſince he was not yet acquain- 
ted with their Maſter's Humours, which when 
he was, and he knew how to pleaſe him, his Con- 
dition would be more tollerable, as themſelves 
they ſaid, had proved; For ſaid one of them, 
though he be a little rough, he is a careful Provi- 


der for us ; for in the hard Times of Winter when 


there is nothing growing that is pleafant to feed 
on, he will rob all the Brans and Stacks in ten 
Miles, to get us Provinder, and load us home 
with it, to our great Sttisfaction, when other 
Alles, turned to ſhift on a bare Heath or Com- 
mon, are roady to periſh with Cold and Hunger. 
This Diſcourle a little comforted Wirleſs, and 
made him bear his Slavery the better, which he 
did not ſo much ſtand upon, as that he had being 
made a Lord. 


MORA L. 


Py the unfortunate ends of the Fox's Purſurers, for 
the moſt pirve, ſignifies, Men that are tos forward to ſeeł 
the Ruin of others, fall into Ruin themſelves. By the 
Brock, is ſignified, that among many Enemies, one 
may find a true Friend. The Asi taking the Fox, fig- 


wiſtes Ignorance aided by Strength. may on a Surprize,. 


evvercome the Witty ; by the Fox's deluding the Aſs, 
and bringing him into Slavery, ſignifies, in the end, 


that Policy is better than Strength, and ever a ſe- 
cure Foundation te build on; for without the lat ter, 


the former ſlands not long. 
CHAP. 
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How Squire Careleſs Breaking, the Fox entered inte 
the Service of one Gripe penny, a miſerable Miſer; 
the Argreement he made with him, in what Manner 
they lived together, till the Fox was accidentally - i 
diſcovered, and ſeized on by Quickſcent the Lur® 
cher. en ü 1 


ble, to fcape through his Hole, had fallen into their 
Clutches, and been a Slave, or his Skin, perhaps, 
{old to the Furrier, to pay partof his Maſter's Debts. 

The 
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The Fox thus luckily eſcaping at breaking up of 


” Houſe- -keeping, was however, pur to ſhift for a 


new Maſter, not daring to venture mnch abroad in 
the Day time, as knowing the Lurcher and others 
were yet abroad in ſearch of him: and therefore 
caſting in his mind whither to go, at length he 
bethought himſelf of an old Miler, called Gripe- 
penny, who lived a miſerable covetous Life, thought 
the Egx, the Income. J. all-bri 


t will uke this Fellow enterfa With 4 

his Ml 100 Go ares e halted, 

en the Mifer 
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is Language, pegel. 
to int rest him, aying, have Patience a lirtle-and 
I wy unh e As how? as how 7 
8 wickly Gripeptnn 
rend dir, fald the Fox bug erb wit Squire 
Careleſs, yet I eat not of his Meat, nor drank of 
his Cup; all I had of him was but a little Lodging, 
and for that I greatly recompenſed him, for few 
Nights paſſed, but ranging abroad, I brought him 
either a Pig, Goole, Turkey, Pullet, Cock, Capon, 
Duck Rabbit, or the like; which might have ſup- 
plied his Houſe in a great Meaſure, had not his 
riotous Way of Living been ſo exceflive. 
This made the Miſet rejoyce, and thereupon re- 
queſted him to come in; then he demanded if he 


would ſerve on theſe Terms; Yes, ſaid the Fox, 
with all my Heart if I may have my free Liberty | 


to go and come when 1 pleaſe. That you ſhall, 


{aid the Miter, it I find you faithful and diligent 
in 


pe. 5 
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Jia what you have promiſed. Doubt not that, ſaid 
a the Fox; but then I muſt have Holes to go in and 
n out at my Pleaſure, to fetch in Proviſions That 
s Bou ſhall have ſaid the other. And fo all things 
e vere accordingly prepared, and he ſhewed to his 
e Lodging, ina convenient Hoyel in the Back- ſide, 
and tome Scraps of mouldy Bread and Cheeſe 
iven him for a preſent Supply; which he but 
badly reliſned; yet being hungry, and in hopes 
of better Chear when he went abroad at Night, 
ie ſeemed contented with it, that his new Maſter 
might not think he was over fine mouch'd. 

No ſooner was the Night come, but he went a 
forraging in the Neighbouring Hen-roaſts, and 
having ſufficed himſelf with Pullen, he brought 


y is Maſter Gripepenny home a fat Gooſe, he catch- 
a kd napping, under a Hovel in a Farmer's Yard : 
This pieaſed the old Miſer wonderfully ; but being 


00 covetous to eat ſo dainty a Morſel, he pluck- 
dit, and ſold it in the Market, buying Neck- 
beef with Part of the Money. And thus they liv- 
d together, Reynaraire frequently ſupplying him, 
ill an unlucky Accident happened. 

The Lurcher being ſtill on the Search, and ha- 
ing made a Vow never to return to Court with- 
g, Put the Fox, rambled over many other Kingdoms, 
nd ſcented all the moſt likely places to find him, 
m fut met with Diſappointments, when being about 
1, $o leave off ſeeking any further, difpairing of Suc- 
p- eſs, and yet reſolved to keep his Vow, and not 
is Feturn to the Lion's Court, being tired and oyer- 

eated, he lay down on the backſide of Gripepenny's 
e-Houſe, in a dry Ditch, cloſe under the Pails ; yer 
he long he had not been there, careful and penſive, 
x, put, to his great Joy, he elpied the Fox coming 
ty hut at his Hole, but it being yet Day, and he ſud- 
U, Jenly popping in again, he thought it not fit to 
nt leite 
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ſeize him hut for fear of I 
to a neighbouring Wood till Night, into which 
he doubted not but the Fox wou'd come for hi 
Prey. ö 

In this the Lurcher was not miſtaken, for i 
the Dusk of the Evening he came ranging, afte 


his accuſtomed Matter, to ſee if the Coaſts wer 


clear; for about this Wood were many Farm 


bouſes : and fo cloſe the Lurcher lay, that he cam 


very near him before he ſtirred, then whilſt th 


Fox was ſcenting the Wind, to know which waz 


nis Game lay, he ſuddenly leap'd on him carry 
ing by the Nape of the Neck into the middle o 
the Wood ; the ſurprized Fox, all the way cry 


ing piteouſly out for help; and it being then daikf 


the Lurcher bound him for that Night, and not 


withſtanding bis Flattery and Entreaties, early th" 


next Morning, forced him to go along with hi 

to the Court: where being come, the Fox w: 
immediately committed cloſe Priſoner, and Quick 
ſcent the Lurcher for this Service got great Credi 
and Applauſe, the King giving him the Tirl: 


of Lord Quickſcent, and cauſed the Honour to b 
proclaimed, and as a Reward, pur a Golden Col 


Jer about his Neck. 
MORA L. 


By Gripepenny's entertaining the Fox, when » 
heard his Story, ſignifies that covetoue Men for thei 
own Advantage, care not how thieviſh, or wicked: 
their Gains are come by. By the Lurcher's taking . 
Fox at laſt, denotes, that wicked Men, how cunning j 
ever they be, do not always eſcape. 
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7 C:H AP. II. | 

cn Fox being impriſoned, meditates his Eſcape ; gen 
tl bis Irons taken off by fair Promiſes to his Goaler, 
| then puts a Trick uten him; and attempting te 
i e/cape, finding it difficult, earthed himſelf in the 


10 Priſon ; and upon Enquiry, not being found, the 
er Goaler is hanged. | 
m 


HE Fox lying Penſive in Priſon, expecting 
the Time of bis approaching Dea th, and not 
Poping for Mercy, had many ſerious Thoughts 
pon him; but the chiefeſt was, if poſſible, to 
nake his Eſcape; but then conſidering how ſtrong- 
jy he was iron'd, and that his Guards were vigi- 
nt, if he ſhould attempt ir, and not ſucceed, 
is Death would be the more ſpeedy, and that not 
&ithout Torments : However he often caſt it in 
is Mind, but finding it in a manner impoſſible, 
oncluded himſelf overtaken. 

Yer penſive in theſe Thoughts, at length over- 
oming in his Mind all ſuppoſed Difficulties that 
Food in his Way, he reſolved to try if any Stra- 
Koem might free him: Firſt he flatrered, with 
romiſe of great Reward, his Goaler, if he would 
ake off his Irons, which he ſaid, being too ſtrair, 
reatiy pained him, hoping it he wera eaſed of 
at Incumbrance, he might be in à fairer Way to 
ſcape; but this he found very difficult: For, 
id he, if this were known, I ſhould loſe mv 
Lace, if normy Life; eſpecially ſhould your Eſ- 
pe be furchered by it: For I well remember, 


Pu, were without Mercy, put to Death. Ah! 
id the Fox, I know it as well as you, and mourn- 

| their Misfortunes much, and often wiſhed, L 
ing Guilty, had died, rather than thoſe Inno- 
nts ſhould vave ſuffer'd in my Place, but now 
have repented me of my Sins, which then 1 
pid not done; which * me fcarfyl of D 
| UT 


Shen you eſcaped before, thoſe that guarded 
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but now my Thoughts are fully prepared for! 
and I am ſo weary of Life, through the man 
Troubles and Fears I have undergone, that I a 
40 far from thinking of making my Eſcape, th 
would the kirg grant me bis Pardon, it would 
little welcome to me. a 


Nay, taid the Goaler, if to take off your Irons 


in Way of Courteſie to eaſe you, might do vo 
a Kindneſs, could J do it, I ſo much Hono 
your Race, that I would do you ſuch a Favour 
But bow fſhail I come by my Reward, if youa 
executed ; have you any Money about you? T 
Reward, ſaid the Fox, you ſhall te aſſured e 
though I have no Money about me; for when 
know I muſt go to the Place of Execution, 1 wi 
privately whiſper in your Ear, the Place whe: 
1 have hid ſo great a Treaſure, as will enrich yo 
and your Kindred all your Days. 

The covetous Goaler believed this, promiſe 
him to take off his Irons, ſo that they might 
put on again when he was carried before th 
King, or to the Place of Execution, if his har 
Deſtiny decreed him to ſuch a Fate. 

The Fox's Irons were no ſooner off, though h 
pretended himſelf crippled with them, but he be 
gan to rejoyce, hoping now to have, anothe 
Trial for his Eſcape, to defear his Enemies « 
their Expettations; but his main Buſineſs u. 
how to get the Goaler out of the Way, who ha 
ſtrict Command, on Pain of Death, narrowly t 
watch him Day and Night, till he was delivere 
into the Executioner's Hands | 

Whereupon, after he had complained a Whi) 
his Head aked, he fell a reaching and vomiring 
deciaring he was piteous lick, and deſired to hav 
a thyician.and a Confeſſor ſent for, fearing 1 
the Cale of the latter, he might die before Se 
tence was pals'd upon him, and be was willio 
£0 make Peace with his Conſc.ence before he oe 

Parte 


Moarted. The Goaler, who had ſtrict Orders ts 


Ipretending boaſtingly of his own Parts and Ac- 


Irox was glad to hear this, and defired, in the firſt 


beat large diſcoyer to him his Treaſure he had hid, 


# nels, as being, he ſaid, far too much for a ſick 


- with ſome of it, he proceeded to mix what Drugs 
ind he pleaſed, ſecretly conveying the Opium into the 
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jet none come at him, without they brought the 
King's Signet, ſaid, he could not ds this, deſi- 
ring him in theſe Extremities, to make uſe of him, 


quirements, to be both Prieſt and Phyſician. The 


Place to know what Drugs he had; For, ſaid he, 

this Diſeaſe has before ſeized me, but never ſe 

violently, and threatned me very near with 

Death; and knowing what J formerly uſed, if I 

ſee your Drugs, I will chuſe out the moſt proper 

for my Purpoſe. 8 4 
The Goaler readily obey'd, and fetch'd a con- 


Jfaſed Medly of ſuch Things as he ſcraped toge- 4 | 


ther, to give his Priſoners when ſick, Hab Nab 
at a Venture, either for Killing or Curing ; and 
the Fox having tumbled them over to his great 
Satisfaction, found a good Quantity of Olum, 
which his Goaler being ignorant of, auong o- 
thers, he choſe, and deſiring him to fecch him 
ſome Wine to mix them with, the better to take 
them: The Goaler flattering himſelf, if he plea- 
ſed him well, and he ſhould naw die, he would 


a Swe. 


_ 
FT TTY 
- 


and no Body beſide ſhould know it, ferched a whole 
Quarr. The Fox reproved him for his Laviſh- 


So uo XX ane ES 43. 
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Perſon. O, reglied the Goaler, you may well 
enough uſe it, or if you do not, I can well enough 
diſpenſe with it, 

This was to the Fox's Purpoſe, and thereupon, 


reſt; then feigning to be much better, heartily 
thanked him, and told him, he might rake it 
away, and, for his Confeſſion, he would defer it 
till he {aw how he ſhould be, if he thought he 
ſhovid liye, he would reſerve is to be made ar the 
F a Galows, 
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18 where his own Confeſſer was to atten; 
him. 
The Goaler ſeemed ſatisfied, and gulped dow he K 
the reſt of the Wine, to the good Recovery offan« 
the Fox's Health, and his finding yet Favour witMant 
the King; and fo fitting down, immediately ftelÞput b 
into a profound Sleep: Then the Fox took thqtom 
Keys, and opened the inner Door, in hopes tqthem 
open the other, and eſcape ; but there, contrar "ng 
to Expectation, he found a Guard, who it ſeems Bf | 
watched Night and Day; this much ſtartled him this, 
wherefore he returned, and attempted the Win eke 
dows, but the Bars were ſo cloſe he could not geo C 
his Head through; but then a Proje& coming inꝗqtbey 
to his Mind, he pulled off ſome of his Wool, andi 99 
ftuck it on the Gates, that however, when Searchlaid 
was made, they might think he had eſcaped thatling 
Way, as being grown thin and lean by his longſit * 
faſting; and then give over in that Place, and notſthe 
miſtruſting him there, the Doors being left open, [A ece 
he might eſcape unſeen. Upon this he went andſbe r. 
Fed luſtily on ſuch Proviſions as he had, that heſeion. 
might thereby ſubſiſt the longer, and ſo under an but. 
old Pair of Stairs in the Paſſage, earthed himſelf, Ithey 
drawing in the Earth, and covering himſelf ſob ! 
cloſe, that he had only a Breathing-Place, and whe 
fo he continued as long as might be. Now two 1 
Days being paſſed, his Execution was deſigned gat 
the next Morning, and a great Guard came to Ang 
receive the Priſoner, but inſtead of him, they Ito! 
found the Goaler awaked from the Effects of bis 
Neepy Doſe, in great Perplexity, and about to 
hang himſelf through Fear of worſe Puniſhment 
for Pris Neglect, ang the Anger, that at the lame 
Time pofleued him, for his giving Credit to the Th 
Fox's Flartecjes and Diſſimulation, wavin he, at [great 
the ſame Time, knew had often deceived wiler I fore/ 
than himſelf. | bring 
Of him they required the Priſoner, ſhewing 
| ths 


Len 


wrallhe King's Order for him to deliverhim into their 
ol Hands; to which he anſwered, in a diſtracted 
rieffManner, he knew not what was become him; 
te but believed him to be the Devil, for he had got 
throm him inviſible, the Doors being ſhut, telling 
hem the Story of his pretended Sickneſs, but no- 
arhing of his taking off the Irons, nor that him- 
ma elf had profoundly flept. The Fox heard all 
im his, and could not forbear laughing; then they 
in eked avout to fee what Place poſſibly he might 
geo Our at, and finding no Suſpicion of any, till 
ingthey came to the Window. where tkey found his 
ndl ol (ticking on the Iron- Bus; whereupon ſome 
rchlaid be was gone that Way, but others, conſider- 
natling the Narrownels of the Spaces between, ſaid, 
ngffit was impoſſible. However, they commanded 
jotlthe Goaler to go along with them, and give an 
en. Account of it to the King, that the Matter might 
nd be rightly underſtood, and they freed from Suſpi- 
he lcion and Blame. This Fear made him loath to do; 
anlbut they told him; if he would not go willingly, 


If, they would compel him, and then it would look- 
ſo las if he had purpoſely permitted the Eſcape ;- 


1d {whereupon he accompanied them to Court. 

ro The King hearing the Story, and bow he had 
ad Jagain been deluded, groaned within himſelf for 
to Anger, immediately cauſing the Goaler to be put 


„Ito Death with Torments; putting out a freſh: 
is Proclamation, and ſending Purſuers again in 


o Search of the eſcaped Fox. 
i MORA L. 
elf The Fox's difſſembling with the Gealer, and promiſing 


t great Rewards, denotes Covetouſneſs blinds Men 


r Foreſight, ana makes them do Things that will certainly 
bring them to Deſtruction. The Fox's taking this 


emitted, that carries with it a Shadow of Safzty. 
CHAP. 
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x | Courſe, denotes in a deſperate Caſe, nothing is to be. 
2 
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* * 


CHAP. IX. 
Reynardine attempting to eſcape, is prevented, and 
brought before the King, and boldly confeſſes his 
Crimes, then being ordered to the Gallows, he, by a 
Stratagem, hangs the Executiener, but is after ward 
hang d, and quarter'd himſelf, 


OOO A IS Oo 


1 


n 0 
HE Fox, in his cloſe hiding, being driven to 
great Straits for want of Proviſion, and al- 
} moſt ſtifled, began to contrive what Way he might 
Jet take to make his Eſcape ;_ he attempted there- 

fore todig a Hole under the Priſon-Wall, and el 
cape that Way, but found it ſo rocky, after he had 
digged Half a Fathom, that he could go no fur- 
ther; this put him into a pitiful-Plight, where- 
upon he con-luded to lie privately behind the 
Qutward- door, and when it was opened, ſteal out, 
if he might, unſeen. 

This he attempted, but without Succeſs ; for 
ſcarce had he got our the Court-Yard, but be was 
eſpyd, and fo furiouſly purſued by many Beaſts, 
that he, in the Chaſe ofa Mile or two, was 2 
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and immediately dragged to the Court, with great 
Shouts and Acclamations. 'The King hearing the 
Noiſe, demanded the Cauſe, and being told that 
Reynardine was retaken, he greatly rejoyced, com- 
manding he ſhould be brought before him, which 
he was, with a ſorrowſul and dejected Countenance, 
then he commanded Manacles ſhould be put on bim, 
to prevent his ſtarting for the future. 

This done, he laid, Reynardine, thou Traytor, 
vou ſe even Deſtiny itleif has deſign'd you for a 
ſhameful Death, from which all your Wiles cannot 
free you : What can you now fay to the man, Mur— 
ders charg'd againſt you 7 Hold up your H ad, 
and, ik Shame and Horror will permit you, clear 
your Conſcience, by a free Conte flion. £4 

To tais the Fox replied, Dread Sovereign, T own 
myle:f worchy of Death; for indeed I have griev- 
ouſty offended your Highnets, and hurt moſt B:aſts 
in the Foreſt; man I hnve murthered in Revenge 
of my Father's Death, and others to prevent be- 
ing dilcover'd; as to the firſt, I poyſon'd the 
Leopard and Panther, who, I was inform'd had 
ierray'd my Father, and brought him to a ſhame— 
ful Death, and thereby puli'd down your Wrath 
upon ine. and his whole Poſterity : Grimicok the 
Maſtiff, Brindle and Jlert the Car, I mace away, 
Jeſt knowing me in my Diiguiſe, they ſhould dif. o- 
ver me, and fo betray my Life to your Anger: 
And the like I would have done by others, had 1 
not been prevented; for Self- Preſervation is a 
powerful Thing, and would make any one, as 1 


think, prefer his own Lite before the Life of ano- 


ther. As for the Injury I did to Chaonticleer's Ta- 
mily, I own I am ſorry for it; but Neceſſity, that 
has no Law, drove me to it: You, in Part, was 
the Caule of ir, by banithing me, and forcing me 
into thoſe Straits, which, for the meer Support of 
my Life, made me commit the Crime, wherein I 


had no Malice, nor received no Injury, My Hy- bl | 
F 4 poerity of 
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ten that Habit, and under a Veil of SanQiry, cheat · 
ing many, I repent me of it; yet are there many 
worſe Hypocrites than I, that wear them, ma- 
king Religion a Trade and Gain, more than a real 
Profeſſion. That I turned Phyſician I own ; that 
in meer Emulation to ſpoil the Aſs-DoQor's Trade; 
though ſince, I think, there are ſo many Preten- 
ders, as skilful in Phyſick as himſelf, that few but 
Aſſes turn Phyſicians ; and as I did a little purpo- 
Ted Miſchief, they do a great deal; mine was on 
a juſt Revenge, purpoſely, whilſt rheirs is igno- 
rantly for Lucre and Self-intereſt; for were they 
ro be paid if the Patient lived, and not il he died, 
they would be more careful, or their Trade would 
be of little Value ; but dic or die not, it being 
all one many times when the Patient's Money is 
UW extauſted, and rhe Diſeate grows tedious to them, 
and they know not what to make of it, they try 
Practices at randon, if he lives ſo, if not, why 
then, rruly his Time was come, and who could he'p 
it: And therefore for this, I think, I ought not to 
de {o much blamed, as ſcme, who ride in Coaches, 
and Ga/aſhes, to make Work for Sextous and Grave- 
3 d gew. 

| Tre King hearing him ſpeak thus boldly. and 
in ſame Meaſure, juſtifiy Part of this Proceedings, 
W_ wondred at his Impudence, and demanded where 
the Treaſure was, he pretended to be hid by Aati- 
man the Enchanter ? Oh, replied lie, that was an 
Eſop's Fable to gain Credit, that I might get time 
to eicape; and my intended Sacrifices, be Popiſh 
Miracles : Nay, now if I thought, as I believe 
they will nor, ſmooth Flatteries would paſs upon 
vou, Iam not willing to Die, ſaid the King, un- 
i leſs you uſe Witchcraft to vaniſh into Air; 
# whereupon he ordered him to be immediately car- 
Fried into the outward Court, where a Gibbet was 
WereQed, and there to be executed; an 
the 
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{ pocriſy in pretending to be a Monk, having got-if 
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the Lurcher to do that Office, who ſeem'd very 


unwilling ; but the King's exprefs Command com- 


pelled him to it ; Then were his Manacles taken 
off, and he mounted the Ladder, afrer the Lur- 
cher, having the Halter about his Neck ; being 
mounted, and the Rope faſtned to the Gibber, he 
deſired time to prepare himſelf, deſiring them that 
were SpeCtators. to joyn with him in ſinging Maſs- 
which when they devoutly were doing, poring 


upon. their Books, he flipped the Halter off his 
Neck, and caſt the Noole about the Lurcher's, 


throwing him off the Ladder, ſaying, Harm watch, 
Harm catch ; and immediately leaping down, nar- 
rowly was prevented by the young Libard, from 
eſcaping, which, whilſt they were doing, and not 


minding the Lurcher, he hung ſo long till he was 


uite dead; then they bound the Fox Hand and 
Per, carried him up the Ladder, and taking the 
dead Lurcher out, thruſt his Head in, and by hard 
pulling his Legs, immediately Hang'd bim. And 


the King hearing wha: he had done, cauſed him to 
be quarter'd, and they ſer up in the Places where 


he had done the mot Miſchief. Then went the 


Poets to work on his Laſt Speech and Confeſſion, 
to the Tune of many doleful Ditties, which got 


them a comfortable Penny in hard Times. 
MON AL. 


The Fox's endeauouring to ejcaps, and being prevent - 


ed, acnotes however wicked Men mny eſcape, at length ' 


their Cunning fails them. His Conſeſſion denotes, that 
thoſe who ao wick-a'y, will excuſe themſelves on the 
wicked Deeds of others. He hanging the Lurcher, jhews 
that Malice and Revenge is net overcome by the Fear 
of Death, 
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Aſſembly of BIRDS. 
With the feveral Speeches they made to the 

Eagle, in Hopes to have the Government in his 
Abſence: How the Rook was baniſhd ; with 
the Reaſon why Cr-fty Fellows are called Rooks. 
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Jlew tre Eagle, Kins of Birds, ſummoned all þ:: 
Minged Salfecta to his Royal Palace of Sylvia, Ofc. 


N the Heat of Summer, when the Woods 

8 were lined with pleaſant Shades, and 
filled with the chrarfu! Muſick of rhe 
Feathered Querriſters, it happened that 
the Royal Lag C, King of Birds in- 
tending to lay akde his Government for a while, 
and to rerire into the. folitary Deſarts of Aral lia, 
cauied the following Proclamation to be publiſhed. 
F 6- 47 
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That ſeeing he propoſed for ſome wiiehty Rea« || we 
| ſons beſt known to himſelf, to retire fats he Ara- kane 
bian Deſart, and for ſome few Months to liy I By: 
afide all Rule and Dominion ; he therefore tendring the | like 
Welfare of his Subjefts, and being careful they might | fea: 
not want one in his Abſence to adminiſter F»flice unte out 
them, thought geod to ſignifiy his Royal Will and ted 
Pleaſure, which was, That all the Birds of what hin 
Name, Colour or Degree joever, ſhoald repair ante his pid 
Royal Palace of Sylvia Mood; and that there pur- wit 
poſ ed to cauſe one amonſi them to Rule the re, who could 

declare himſelf to be moſt Worthy of Merit and Deſert. 


The Proclamation being written, was Subſcrib- 1 
ed, Aquila Rex Avium; which is in Engliſh, I 
The Exgle Ring of Birds. 4 


man 
This was ſooner made known thro? all the Hed- mo 


ges, Thickets, and Woods, where Birds do re- Th 
tort, but that preſently their Hearts were inflam- , 
ed. with Ambition, every one deſiring to prove 
himſelf worthy of the Vice-Regency, or Gover- | 
nour, during the Retirement of the King: So ;!“ 
that in. a ſhort time there were come unto the 
Court of Sylvia, Rupert the Robin, Mavis the (| — 
Magpye, Philip the Sparrow, the Blackbird, Ster- 
ling, and Jack-daw, with Phi/owel the Nightingale, 
Tomtitmouſe, Parvis.the Wren, Spinke the Finch, 
Columber the Dove, and Mazbira the Cuckoo; with Hos 
many others, which came with prepared Speeches F 7 
to, make. known their owa Worth and Me- t 
rit. Bnt now the Eagle having ſeated himſelf on 
ahigh Cedar-Tree, began to leok down. upon the 
Aſſembly of Birds, who ſar upon the lower 
Boughs round about him; and by the pierceing 
Quickneſs of his Eye, he ſoon perceived that his 
Couſin Rapax. the Hawk, who was ſomewhat a- 
kin: unto him, and likewiſe Cawwoed the Rook; | Iy | 
? . were 
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were only abſent; So that before he could make 
known his Mind unto them, he ſent Fhwel the 
Buzzard for his Couſin Rapax the Hawk, and 
likewiſe for Cawwood the Rook; and withal, 
fearing that his Coulin Rapax the Hawk, kept 
out of the Way, becauſe he had formeriy commit- 
ted many Outrages upon the ſmaller Birds, ſent 
him a free Pardon for all his former Offences, 
bidding Flywel to command him to come away 
with all Speed. 


MOR ATL. 


There is no Man hath ſe mean Conceit of himſelf, but 
he thinketh he deſerveth Honour and Preferment , 41 
may appear by the Wren, and the other ſmall Birds, 
who all reſorted to the Court npon the Eagle's Proclama- 


tion, to make the moſt worthy Viccgerent in his Abſence. 


The Hawk and the Rock keeping themſelves away from 
the Court, doth ſhew that a Guilty Conſcience is a Self» 


accuſer, and maketh Men afraid to come in Sight, e« 


pecially at any Publick Meeting, 


CHAP. IL 


How Flywel the Buzzard, carricd a Pardon to Rapax 


the Hawk ; and how the Hawk and the Rook requi- 


ted him for his Pains. 


O ſooner had Fylwel. the Buzzard tied the 
Pardon with a String round about his Neck, 

but ſtraitthe took Wing, and flew away to a Wood 
ſome three Miles off, to which he knew the Hawk 
and Rook did ule to reſort; and there accoruinge 
ly he ſoon met with. them, and deliyered the or 
on- 


- 
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don to the Hawk, telling him, that the King 
(out of his free Mercy) had vouchſafed to ſend 
him a Pardon for all his former Crimes, wiſhing 
him to obey the former Proclamation, and to 
make all haſte that could be, to come unto the 
Court. The Hawk took the Pardon, and having 
read it, he gave F/ywel the Buzzard many Thanks, 
for that he being io ſhort of Wing, had took the 


Pains to bring vim theſe good 'Tydings ; and ſo 


walking aſide with Cawwood the Rook, as if they 
had conſulted about going to the Court; the 
Hawk told the Rook, That this Bnzzard [albeit he 


was akin unto him] was a Shame and Diſgrace” 


unto all Hawks, being a Coward, and not daring 

io ſeize on any thing but dead Carrion, or ſome 

| ſcattered Guts, or take Childrens Bread and But- 
ter out of their Hands ; all which doth plainly 
ſhew the Baſeneſs ot his Breeding, and that he ne- 
ver came our of a true Neſt, or Airy of the 
Hawks; and therefore, Fiiend C-wwood, ſeeing 
thou haſt been accounted a cunning Politician all 
thy Days, I would intreat thee at this time: to 
inſtruct me in ſome Device how we may make 
him away, and yet neither of us be known to have 
any Hand in the Matter. The Rock fctatching 
his Head with one of his Claws, and ſtanding ftill 
a while, as in a Maze, at laſt turning to the Hawk, 
witha ſerious Look he told him, That there was a 
new Invention came into Brains how to make a» 
way the Buzzard, and to ſet him going with a 
S Powder. After this they returned again unto 
vel the Buzzard, who never ſuſpected what 
they had contrived againſt him, but complained 
unto them, that he had gotren a great Cold in his 
Head, by flying ſo far in a Rainy Day, he being 
only uſed to haunt Warrens, and fo fly from one 
old Tree to another, But no ſooner had the Rook 


heard 
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heard him ſay that he had gotten a Cold, but 
he preſently took hold of the Occaſion, telling him, 
that there was no better Medicine in the world 
for a Cold than Warmth; and therefore, it he 
would but tye his Head about with a Cloth, he 
mould find that the Rheum would preſently void 
it ſelf and run out of his Beak in great abundance. 
The Buzzard being full of Pain with the Head ach 
conſented thereunto ; fo. that the Rook very care 
fully and cunningly tyed a Clout round abour his 
Head, and ſo bid him fly to the next Tree: The 
fooliſhBuzzard thinking he could find out the Way 
for all he was Blind fold, took Wing, and flew 
directly againſt the Body of a great Oak, which 
beat him back ſo violently, that he came fluttering 


caught hold of one of them wich his Talons, and 
ſo having Perched himſelf, he thought to fit 
there, till the Hawk and Rock, bis Learned I hy 
ſicians did come unto him, but they flew to ano» 
there Tree hard by, from whence they might be- 
hold the Buzzard fitting very demurely by him- 
ſelf. But he bad not ſat there long, when it kap- 


pened that one came by witha Fowling-piece, and 


perceiving ſo fair a Mark, went towards him, and 
raking his Alm, gave Fire, and ſhot the Buzzard 
that he- came tumbling dow ſtark dead, which 
when the Rook and the Hawk perceived, they flew 


away towards the Court, the lawk being very 


glad that his Couſin the Buzzard was deprived of 
his Life, and fo giving the Rock many. Thanks 
for inventing this Device, which had fo .luckily 
took Effect, they both flew together to the Court. 


MORAL 


to, and through the Boughs, till at laſt he accidently |} 


* | 
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Some are ſo blinded that they cannot diſcern Danger 


136 


| before it comes upon them, as may appear by the 


Buzzard, who ſat blind. folded in the Tree, till the 
Fowler came by and fhot him. The Hawk bringing his, 
Couſin Buzzard te an untimely Death, jheweth, chat 
the Rich do deſpiſe there poor Kinared, and ſo do expoſe 
them to Danger. 


CHA FP. HL 
How Rapax the Hawk, and Cawwood the Rook came 


to the Curt; and how the Eagle declared unte the 


Birds, the Reaſon why he called them together. 


T H E Eagle being, as befote, mounted upon a 
Cedar, all the Birds in a Circle ſat round about 
him, making ſuch a Charm of ſeveral Notes, and 


Tunes, and Ditries, that if you had but heard 
them, you would have ſworn you had never heard 


the like. As they were thus fitting together, in 
came the Hawk and the Rook, and tobk their 
Places among the other Birds, and ſo the Hawk 
having made Obeiſance to the King, began in an 
eloquent Speech, ro amplify the King's Mercy, who 
had not only granted him a free Pardon for all his 
former Offences, but alſo ſafe Protection to come 
unto that Place. But the Eagle cut him off in his 
Speech, ſaying, Couſin, I hope my Mercy ſhall 
find that Reward which Texpe&, which is, That 
you will amend your Life, for that is the beſt Way 
to give me Thanks, and ſatisfy the whole Com- 
monwealth cf Birds, who elſe; tho' they dare not 
ſpeak ic openly, yet in their Hearts, they — 
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demn me of Injuſtice, for remitting the bloody 
Murthers and Slaughters of m Subjeds which you 
have daily committed. But [ have other Matters 
to declare unto you, and therefore I would have 
you give Attention; and ſo with his Scepter, 
{which he held in one of his Talons,) making a 
Sign for Silence, he began h's Roya] Speech in this 
manner: My loving Subjects, from the Higheſt to 
the Loweſt ; Ido therefore here confels, that all my 


Subjects are equally dear unto me, ſo that my Cou- 


fin, the Hawk, is no more dear unto me than the 


little Wren. It behoveth me therefore, that as - 


have. made known my Purpoſe unto you by my 
Proclamation, which is, To leave my Court of 
Sylvia, and flye into the ſolitary Deſarts of Ara- 
bia, io it is neceſſary for the eſtabliſhing Peace 
and Quiet in my Abſence, I leave one to Rule and 
Govern you; and to this End, I have called you 
to this Aſſembly, that whatſoever Birds among 
you can prove himſelf to be the worthieſt, either 
by Parentags, Merit or Deſert, orany ether Way, 
him will I make King in my Abſence : . Therefore 


let every one ſpeak boldly in Behalf of themſelves, 
and urge what Reaſons they can in their Behalf. ' 


he Birds hearing this, began to clap their Wings, 
and with ohiruping and chattering, gave a great 
Applauſe to the Eagle's Spcech, 


MOR Al. 


That when a wicked. Offender receives. Mercy, either 
om the King, or a Magiſtrate, be cannot ſhew more 
Thankfulneſs, than by amending his Lie; for ſo the 
Kingly Eagle told his Couſin Rapax-the Hawk ; Kings 
ght to take Care of their Subjects in their Abſence, 


* appears by the Eagle's Speech to the Commenaliy of 
rds, whoſe rejoycing thereat, doth ſbew how accept - 


ble the gracious Speech of a-King is. to his lowing 


ubjectss - 
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How Parvis the Wren, made a Speech to the Eagle. 


HE Wren all this while ſat upon Thorns, tho” 
indeed ſhe were now on a hizher Tree than 
ever ſhe was in her Life before, being always us'd 
to creep and peep in the Hedge Bottom; and there- 
fore it ſeems that the height of the Tree had put 


high Conceits in her Head; ſo that perking up 


herſelf, and getting upon a ſmal}- Twiz, from 
whence ſhe might be ſeen of all the Company, ſhe 
began moſt earneſtly to deſire the Kingly Ea le to 
make her his Subſtirute : For, ſays ſhe, though 1 


am but a Wren, and of a fmall Body, yet my Heart 


is as Big as the beſt, and for my Wit and Policy, 
you may ſee it in building my Neſt, and the Work- 
manſhip thereof: And therefore, tho' I am the 
leaſt of Birds, yet if you pleaſe, I think myſelf 
worthy to bear the greateſt Authority among the 
Birds. The Wrenwvould ſtill have gone on, being 
all Heart and Tongue, bur that the Ea,le com- 
manded Rupert the Rebin to ſpeak next. 


MORAL. 


This ſheweth that Men of leaſt Deſert, will put them- 


4 ſelves mot forward; as it is ſeen by the Wren, prefer. 


ing herſelf above all other Birds; and the Reaſon 1g. 
becauſe thoſe that. have the leaſt Worth, have the great. 
eft Opiuion of themſelves. 


How Ruper the Robin ſpake to the Engle. 


. * 

Y Lord the Eagle, IJ hope Rupert the Robin 
is not unknown ro you, whom Men, Wo- 
men, and Children do Love, Honour and Reſ- 
pet; no Pieces are diſcharged againſt me; no 
Snare is ſer for me, ſo that I flie with Safety into 
' Houſes, 
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Houſes, Butteries and Cellars, becauſe no Man 


will hurt a Robia. The Reaſon why I am belov- 
ed, is for my Courteſie and Familiarity towards 
Men : for if I find a dead Body in the Woods, I 
and the reſt of my Fellows do bury it with Moſs 
and Leaves, and for this J am called the Sexton of 
the Woods: Beſides, I ſing in Winter; neither 
can the coldeſt Froſts put me down, when all the 
other Brids, like Cowards creep into Buſhes : 
I therefore have the better Heart, and being ge- 
nerally belov'd, do know no Reaſon why I may 
not Govern the Common-wealth of Birds in your 
Abſence. 


MORAL. 


It is fome Argument of Worth in ourſclves, when 
we are beloved of others, as appears by the Speech of 


Rupert the Robin, who urges it as a Praiſe unto 
himſelf, to beloved of Men. 3 
The Owl'; Speech, > | * 


* * 
* 0 


HE Owl being not in thoſe times afraid of the 

other Birds, but eſteem'd as, a grave Coun- 
ſellor, began to ſpeak next; but with ſuch a hollow 
Voice, as no Man could underſtand him; yet ſome 
of his Words were to this Purpoſe. May it pleaſe 


your Royal Eagleſhip, the Owl was beloved of 


Pallas and the Lacedemonzans did Coin the Money 
with the Stamp and Picture of an Owl, fo much 
did they love me, . But the Birds hearing the Owl 
ſpeak of the Lacedemonians, they fell all into a 
contufed Chirupping, or Laughter, fo that — 

4 5 OW 
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Owl, without taking ny Leave, flew away ; and 
ever ſince that Time hath hid his Head in an 
old Ivy-tree, being aſham'd of Day-light, and 
munning the Company of other Birds. 


MORAL. 


That when Men will firive to ſhew Learning at un- 
reaſonable times, it makes them prove ridiculous, as ap- 
pears by the Owl, who was laughed at for his learncd 
Speech of the Lacedemonians. 


| | The Speech of Philomel the Nightingale. 


1 A the Owl was Jaughed out of Counte- 
nance, the Nightingale began to delight 
their Ears! with her harmonious Noiſe ; and 
no ſooner had ſhe framed herfelf to ſpeak, but 
the Birds were ready to give Attendance to her 
Speech, which was in this manner, Moſt Royal 
Sovereign, if I ſhould declare all my Sorrows, 
which I record by Night, making the Thorn my 
Song-Book, I know it would move you to com- 
paſſionate my unjuſt Raviſhment; for know 
that I was Daughter to a King, and raviſhed by 
my Siſter Progne's Husband, called Tereneus, and 
& afcerwards by ſome ſtrange Power we are all chang- 
dd into Birds, Tereneus into a Lapwing, my Siſter 
Progune into a Swallow, and I Philomel into a Nights 
+ 3/gals, who ſtill in lamentable Tunes, ſetting 
my Breaſt againft a Thorn, I warble forth my 
own Grief ; and ſeeing every Bird hath free Bi- 
berty to praife herſelf, I may boldly ſay, that I'm 
the Honour of the Woods, the Darling of the 
| ; Spring 
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Spring, the Lover's Joy; for Young Men and Maids 


will walk together to hear my Notes, and if they 
hear me before May Bird the Cuckoo, they are in 


good Hope they ſhall enjoy their Sweethearts that 


Year. I am called Philowel for my melodious 
Strains; my Body is little, my Voice is loud, ſo 
that one ſaid of me, Yoces preterea nihis; That 1 
was only a Voice, and nothing elje, If therefore my 
great Birth, former Wrongs, or pleaſant Tunes 
ha ve any Power to declare my Merit, I hope the 
Crown and Scepter may be worthily reſigned un- 
to me, having been ſometimes a King's Daughter, 
and therefore fit to be made Queen of the Woods. 


MORAL. 


Firtue is pitticd of all Men, which made Philomel 
declare the Story of her Raviſhment ; and by the Birds 
giving ſo diligens Attention unte her, 1s fſhewed that 
a well delivered Speech hath a great Power over the 
Minds and Affections. 


. The Cuckoo's Speech. 


AY Bird the Cuckoo, having heard the 
ſweet Speech which Philomel had made, 
thinking he could have made as good himſelf, for 
yet he had not ſuckt ſo many Eggs to make him 
haarſe, and therefore getting upona bare Bough, 


he began to wipe his Beak, and rub it upon the 
Tree, after wards he fluttered his Wings, and at Fe 
laſt ferching his Breath, as if he meant ro make 
a long Speech, began in this Manner, Great King, 


oo, and ſo he couid go no 
1 am the OI Cuck 2 2 


142 De HISTORY off 


further, but ſtill crying, Cuckoo, Cuckoo, where- 
at all the other Birds laughed, and the Cuckoo 
was much diimayed, and ſince then he will never 
be (een of the Birds but only in May, and for 
that Realon he is called the May Bird . 


MORAL. 


This. ſhews that great Preparations have ſmall 
Performances; and that thoſe, whoſe Brains ſeem 
to he in labour with a Mountain, do at laſt bring 
forth a Mouſe, as may be perceived by May-bird the 
Cuckoo, who made them believe, that he had great 
Matters to ſpeak, and at laſt sould ſay nothing but 
Cuckoo, Cuckoo, and jo was laughed at for his Pains. 


__ the. — 


The Speech of Coryino the Crew. 


HEN the Cuckoo had ended with Shame, 
as ſhe began with great Oſtentation; then 
Corvino the Crow ſtood up, and told them, he 
was a great Aſtrologer, having Knowledge in the 


Influences of the Stars, the Shiftings of rhe Winds, 


the Change of the Weather, all which he made 
known unto Men by_ Voice, ſo that the Shep 
herds are wont to ſay, J 


When the Crow doth cry amain, 
Then you may be ſure of Rain, 


Beſides my Craft and Cunning it is} ſuch, that 
Jam .(eldom inſnared and brought ro Ruin, an 
therefore I ought for my Policy to be perfered 

I a Horſe chance to die, Iam preſently won hit 
: | Ohe; 


ſome ignorant Fellows, who will pretend te have Skill 


{ome of wy Verics; Although 


* 
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Bones; or if a Lamb or Sheep be weak, I pick 
out his Eyes, and afterwards do flye to ſome 
Tree, and from thence do hear how the Shep- 
herds curſe me, but yet for all that, I thrieve the 
better. If therefore Policy or Knowledge in Af. 
fairs may enable me for Publick Government, you 

may make me your Subſtitute, and deliver the 
Crown unto the Crow, for to him it belongeth, ?! 
if Deſert may bear it away. 


MORAL. 4 


Theſe that have uo Knowledge will preſume many 
times to be Profeſſors of Arts, ſo that every Art hath 


t heren, as Mountebanks will needs be Phyſicians ; and 
Fillows with a little Latin, will needs be Scholars, 
as the Crow, becauſe he cries ſometimes before Rain, 
would therefore needs be an AFrologer. 


2 | | 


The Speech of Mavis the Magpye. 


H E Magpye after this began to chatter out 

her Mind, ſaying, he was once a King, 
and ſo was changed to aPye, and therefore he 
might now again be changed from a Pye into a 
King: Beſides, ſaith he, I have been always 
eſteemed as a Poer, for I can make Verſes, and 
chatter the mout ſo faſt that you would wounder at 
it; and I can tell you, the Commonwealth of Brids 
have much delighted in my Songs and Ditties 
being excellent Rhyme with ſome Reaton ; and 
therefore I think chey have Reaſon to applaud 
me: And for Proof of my Skill, you ſha:) hear 
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A'though I am no Fack-daw, 

Nor Reuſe-crow, that cryeth Caw ; 
Yet I am a Magpye 

That can make ſweet Meledy: 

And Sing ſo in my Mother's Tongue, 

Then all Birdy ſhall admire my Song. 


No ſooner had the Magpye ſpoke theſe Verſes, 
and ſeeing the Birds laugh at him, he ſwore they 
were very good Lines. and that they had no more 
Wit than Woodcocks, or elſe they would have 
prais'd them, 5 


eo ' 


Becauſe this Moral will offenſive be to ſome Magpies 
in the World, I will deliver the Moral into Verje out 
of Perfius, theſ Poet, treating of the ſame Matter; 


Corvos Poetas, & Poetrias Picas, 
Cantare credas, Pagaſcium melos 
Crow Pocts, and Poetick Pyes, 

Do think they make ſweet Melodier, 


— 


T— 


The St eech of Anſer the Gooſe, 


having by Chance heard the Proclamation 
as they were ſtanding under a Hedge, they came 
flying thither, but being not able to light upon a 
Tree, the Gooſe and rhe Cock ftood ar the Bot- 
tom of the Tree; which when the Eagle. perceiv- 
ed, he came down-ro them, and all the Birds ſat 
round about upon the Ground, Then the Gooſe 
began 


AMR this, AnſertheGooſe, and Coby the Cock, 
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began to ſpeak in this Manner : Albeit I am e- 
ſeemed a cowardly Bird, becauſe when I go un- 
der a Barn-door, I ſtoop down my Head, yer I can 
ſpeak much in my own Behalf : For to begin with 
former Times, I only by my gagling Voice ſaved 
the Capital of Rome, from being taken by the 
Enemy, as I e Eagle ſhip hath read in 
Hiſtories; Beſides, if I come unto theſe Times, 
how could the Lawyers, Clerks, or Scriviners 
make the poor Countrymen pay for their Law, 
unleſs I lend them Quills to write their Bills and 
Bonds. So that I think the Gray-Gooſe-Wing may 
be as much feared now, as in the old Time when 
they headed Arrows with my Feathers, for then 


many Times they loſt their Lives, and now their 


„Land, while the Sheep affords the Parchment, 
and I afford the Pen, with which the Prodigal ſets 
his Hand to the Seal of Mortgage of his whole 
Patrimony. Befides I have many Two legged 


us 


Kindred in the World knows them to be Geeſe : © 


And therefore conſidering how neceſſary I am, 


hope you will give me the Preheminence abore 
the other Birds. | 


MOR AL. 


It appears by this, that every Gooſe thinks himſelf 

the wiſet; and i he add} but any Aſſiſtance te another 

unthinkingly, and againſt his Will, he magnifics it 

with þ s peculiar Deſert, and requires Recompence 4» 
nee his Merit. 


- | a Coby 


2 


The HISTORY 


146 


— 
56 . ä * — 4 


—ũ—— 


Coby the Cock's Speech. 


J Am Co4y the Cock, or the Bird of Mars, I fight 
& ſingle Combats, and from the Cockpit I bear 

away the Bloody Victory : I am the Coun» 
try Clock, and tell the Maids when it is Time to 
Tile, I call up the Labourer to work, and pow 
claim Daylight over the whole World. I am lov- 
ing to my Hens, reſpected of my Dame that 
keeps me, and fed with the beſt Barley ſhe can get, 
and in Requital I tread her Bens tuſtily, and 
make them lay Eggs. To conclue, I am come of 
a generous King, being the true Emblem of Valour, 
and ſo neceſſary that the World cou'd not tel how 
to do for Eggs at Shrovetide, if the Cock ſhould 
Fail. And therefore, if the Matter be decided by 
Voices, I know the Country Wives would defare 
to have me made King, for they do ail love a good 
Tread ing Cock. 


MOR Al. 


The Cock here proclatming his Valour and Utility, 
ſignifies, quarrelſome Men would be praiſed for the 
Miſchief they do their Fellow Creatures, and bear that 
#ur with ſomething that has a Shew of Good in it. 


* 
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The Tach Daw's Speech. 


| Hough I am laſt to take the Boldneſs to 

(peak, yer I hope you will conſider that 1 
ant an excellent Linguiſt, and have the Know- 
zedge of many Languages, ſo that when we 


Jack- 


— 
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Jack-daws are got togethet about a Steeple, wo 


make a chattering Noiſe like fo many Welthmen, 
Beſides, I have rich Treaſures which lies hid in 
the Crown of a Tree, as namely, Beads, Tags of 
Points, Pewrer Spoons, and divers other things, 
which I mean to preient unto your Eagie- 
ſhip ; for it is my Nature to hide whatever ! 
ſind. Beſides, for my Langue (as [| ſaid before) 
can fpeik Larfu, Greek, Hebrew, French. Ita- 
lian as eaſily as my Mother Jongue; but indeed 
few can undeiſtand me, and therefore J do loſe 
that Praiſe which I delerve. However, I hops 


you will conſider my Worthinets, and Place me as 


your Subſtitue, during the Time that hour Royal 
Majeſty ſhall be sb'eat in the Deſart of Arabia. 
And to ends the Jack-daw, praying for your Jong 
Lite, and to give you a Taſte of my Languages, 
Levai le Roy, Felic fſimum. 


MOR ATI. 


Thoſe that make the leude ſt Noiſa, think they ſpeak 
moſt Senſe, when indeed they are troubl:ſome to t 
Hearers, though many times it takes with Fools, and 
gets their Treajure from them uns wares. RY 


. 
— 


CHAP. VIII. 


How the Eagle having heard the Birds ſeveral Speeches, 
aid make a Speech to them again, and at left made 
his Couſin Rapax the Hawk, Viceregent in his A. 


ſeuce. g 


FER Eagle, like a wiſe King, having all 
this while collected the chief Matter of their 


Speeches, he began to ſpeak unto them in this 


manner: My loving yea J have aflembled 
| *. 


vou 
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| you in this Wood, where I uſually have held my 
eſidence, to know which of you are moſt wor- 
thy to hold the Scepter in my Abſence, and rulc 
with a juſt and ſteady Sway: To encourage thic 
(zood and Royal, and ſuppreſs and keep under, 
with due Puniſhments, ſuch as our Laws can in- 
Aid, thoſe that ſhall prove reſtleſs and trouble- 
tome in the Commonwealth of Birds, to th: 
Diſturtance of their ſweet Peace, that they may 
gather their Food undiſturbed, hop and fling in 
every pleaſant Grove without Fear or Danger: e- 
ven ſuch a One that will be vigilant and quick- 
ſighted to prevent the Miſchiefs that ſo often 
befals the airy winged Legions ; that knows what 
Snares and Traps are, and if of Policy and Strength 
of Mind ſufficient how inſtrut&t my SubjeQs rc 
svoid them; or if entangled, the beſt Way to 
break thro and eſcape; and having weighed whs: 
every ore Nas ſais, | nnd not any that has fpo- 
ſten of ſufticient Parts of Ability for ſo weighty 
a Charge. | 
s for the Wren, his Wzakneſs, and Hedge and 
Hovelbrecding. promiſes no Atility of Poay, ot 
Haring Mind ſufficicut to overcome the Power- 
ſul, or aſſiſt the Weak, but the Fear of the great- 
er, muſt compel him to ſubmit to what they 
pleaſe, and wink, for his own Safety, at their 
opprefiing the Meaner of my Subjects, or a was 
ing Contention with each othe- : And fo, as 4 
Hedge bird, I decline him. 

As tor you Rupert, the Robin, though you arefa— 
miliar with them, yet theSrain you bear upon your 
Breaſt is the Badge of a Murder, as ancient Stories 
tells us, when you was transformed into a Bird, 
which makes you fear the open Air, creep itito 
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vou | 


your 


Houſes to hide you, and by flattering Songs de-ſmay, 


ceive People, who, ignorant of your Fact, take 
you to be innocent and harmleſs, and ſo they ſpare 
yo! 


— 


you; And to be plain, you are too weak and 
r- lazy for this Government, for whilſt you are 


nel ſinging in Hovels and Houſes for Crumbs, how 


ic} can you mind more weighty Affairs abroad? As 
Tf for your Charity in burying Bodies with Moſs 
nf and Leaves, tis for your own Advantage, that 
le. putrefying whilſt ſo hid from the other Brids of 
nue Prey, they may breed Worms and Maggots for 
ay your Food; ſo tis not Charity, but cunning Self- 
1:'] Intereſt ; and fo you are not fit for publick Good. 
As for you. Sir Ow), your hooting Noiſe fs 
%-I troubleſome to your Fellow-Subje&s ; and tho' 
ef your Countenance looks ſomewhat grave, yet 
Atl Wiſdom is not always a Companion to Gravity, 

thy which more is ſer on wordly Intereſt than pub 
th jick Good; for when you ſhould be relieving my 
to oppreſſed Subjects, or defending them, admini- 
„ ſtring Juſtice, or the like, they muſt go ſeek you 
out in Barns; where, for your own Advantage, 
TY] you are catching Mice, and run the Hazard, in 
iuch private Places were no other Eyes fee, to 
NUI derect the Crime, of becoming your Prey them— 
Oſffelves; beſides, the Owl is held by all to be dim 

er-JSighted, apt to fee double, and therefore cannot 
at-Jmake an impartial Juſtice ; for which Realons I 

1eYIrejett you. | 

eir As for you, Mrs. Philomel the Nightingale, you 

af fare rather ſi for our Miſtieis than our Viceic- 

aAlgent, rather to ſing us to Bed, than ſway our 

Sceprer in our Ablence, for your endleſs Song 
fa during the Seaſon will admit, it ſeems no Leu- 

durſſure tor other Aflaits Days nor night; and in the 
rie Winter, or | efore, if any come to demand Juſtice, 

rd,lvou are not to be found; Nor couli you defend 

ntofyourteif it jeems from being ravithed when a Wo- 

de- man. how much more, now changed into a fee- 

ake GG 3 | 7 bls 
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ble Bird, can you protect others from Rapes, or 
Violence? So being molly a Non-reſident, I can. 
not approve your Requeſt. Y 

As tor the Cuckoo, he ſpeaking only Welch, as 
you hear, and not capable of any other Language, 
nor to make any Speech intelligible ro the reſt, 
except his own Country Birds, alſo being an Ene- 
my in deſtroying the Airy Progeny by his inſa— 
tiable Thirſt of ſucking Eggs, and then flattering 
to mock Citizens, and offend their Wives, in mak- 
ing their Husbands fancy he has more Tales, to tel! 
of their Lightneſs, than he is able to utter; and 
moreover, becauſe he is but a Mouth-Bird, or 
little moxe, and ever in one Story of Cuckoo, Crckeo, 
for that time diſcovering the Diſgrace of others, 
and yet hiding his own ſcabby Nakedneſs by 
creeping into a hollow Tree, and lazily fleeping 
there the greater Part of the Year, rone can con- 
clade him fit for this great Employ, and ſo I here 
ſet him aſide. g 
As for the Crow, I have conſidered what he has 
faid, all the Streſs he lays upon his Merit, is, that 
he is Weather-wile, as every fooliſh Stargazer 
pretends, though he knows no more than a ruſty 
Weather-cock which has ſtood at one Point of the 
Compats for ſeven Years, and deceived the Igno- 
rant, ta make them conceit the Wind always blows 
one Way, becauſe, perhaps it being a Steeple-wea- 
ther. cock, they look upon it as infallible, tho' Rea- 
fon ſhould tell them the contrary ; all the reſt he 
boaſts of the gorging of his Guts on Carrion, 
which makes his Breath unſavory; and being 
adapted to ſuch Food,” he will not ſtick to do 
tnjuſtice for a Fiece of Horſe-fleſh ; nay, he brags 
that he pulls out the Eyes of Juſtice: for his own 
Advantage, and have noother regard bur Profit. 
As for the Magpye's propoſing to ſing and 

| rhime, 


| 
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Lime, ſhe miſtakes, for it is nothing but meer 
Gibberiſh, Noiſe, and Chatter, as many who ac- 
count themſelves excellent at Sonnet, calling it 
Poetty, when indeed it was neither Rhime nor 
Reaſon; what tho' he brags from a Faction of 
Poets, he was changed by Circe's Charms from a 
Man to a Pye, this alludes only to-a talking chat- 
rering Fellow without Senſe or Reafon ; and fo 


this Pye is not fit for any great Truſt, becauſe 


high Chatteting would betray it, tho' tome Nick- 
named ſo, are found wiſer. 

As for the Gooſe, though many ſuch think them- 
ſelves wiſe in this Age, that never ſaved the 
Captital from the climbing Gaul, by their acci- 
dental Cackling, yet I cannot fee any ſuch thing 
zn this Gooſe, as may recommend her to what 
ſhe deſires ; for as the old Proverb ſays, 4 Gooſe 
will be a Gooſe fill, and never changes for the 


wiſer; as for her Quills, tho' ſometimes they do 


Good, yet we know witl: the Slip of a Pen, or 
People being too buſy with it, many have been 
ruined; and therefore that but little commands 
her to Advancement. 

As for the Cock, he is always quarrelſome and 
leacherous, a Dunghill-ſcratcher, and a. Diſturber 
of Mens Reſts, not uſed to Woeds, and therefore 


not fit for Sway, who knows not to how diſtin- 
I guiſh Things as they ought to be valued, which 


appears by his prefering a Grain of Barley, before 
s rich Jewel, and therefore it is only throwing a 
Pearl before Swine, to exalt him to this Dignity, 
and to hinder old Wives of the Profit of their 

Fggs, by raking him from their cackling Hens. 
As for the Jackdaw, his Noiſe and Prattle 
was troubleſome, and a Diſturance to a well go. 
verned Commonweal:h, given only to Cant and 
Prate by Rote, having acknowledged W 
nie 
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Thief, he was not allowed any other Preferme c, 
than to hover about Churches, to be a diligent 


Oblervator of Sextons and Grave-Diggers, leſt 
they ſhould pillage the Dead, for their Coffins or 


Shrouds, 
MORAL. 
The Prudence of the Fagle here appears, in rejef- 


ing Flatterers, and Praiſers of themſelves, who would 
many times alleage their Crimes for Merits, and trouble 


and moleft, rather than wiſely erder Affuirs to the | C 


Advantage of ſuch as they dejire to be ſet aver. 


» 
nn. 


— 


GH. 
Of the Hawk's Promotion, axd the Miſchief he and 
the Rook did, with their Puniſhment ;, alſo the Rea- 
fon wy Crafty Fellows are called Rooks. - 


H 5 Hawk having all this while heard the 


reſt de jected, conſulted the Rook, who ad- 


viſed him to ſpeak, when, advancing briskly, he 
ſaid, Moſt Royal Sir, I, the Hk, am one of 
your Lineage, and have often taſted of your Grace 
and Bounty, and therefore am moſt highly obli 
ged to ſerve you faithfully, to that it may blot 


out my f#rmer Failings, wherein I have offended 


you in keeping Things in ſuch Security till your 
Return, in the Commonwealth of Birds, as may 
be pleaſing to you. | 


The Eaz2!e hearing this, and deſirous to perform 
his airy Voyage, to ſcent the fragrant' Spices of 


Arabia the Happy, and bring rhence the Sounding 
Stone to lay in bis Neſt, to prevent Sickneis, or 
any Misfortune that might befal him, and the 
powerful Perfuaſion of the crafty Reck, conſented 
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to inveſt the Hawk as his Vice-Roy in his Ab- 
ſence, with a ſtrick Charge to uſe Mercy with 
Juſtice. Whereupon the Aſſembly broke up; and 
ſo after ſome Time, he left his ſhady Palace, and 
winged the pathleſs Air to the purpoſed Place. 
No ſooner was the Eagle departed, but the Hawk 
— Rook held a cloſe Conſult, how they might 
enrich and gorge themſelves on the Spoil and Car- 
caſes of thoſe they were to protect; for the Rook 
was left as Counſellor to the Hawł, being of known 


his wingleſs Lrethren are, of the ſame colour. 
td Karb. ; 

in Order to this, a Feaſt was ptoclaimed, to the 
Joy oft the Eagle's Succeſs, and happy Return, to 
|. which Numbers of Birds reſorted of all Kinds; 
the Rook not failing to have many of his Kindred 
there, to ſeive & Cocks, Butlers, Purveyors, 
and Entertainers of the Gueſts ;. and at firſt great 
was the Cher:ippirg and Singing, with extraor- 
dinary Merriment, and the Egle“, Healthy went 
1o often round in the Juice of choice Fruits and 
Berries in Acorn-Cups, and they were ſo ply'd 
with it by the Rook and his Attendants, that they 
ſcarce knev- where they were; which was no 

ſooner brought to paſs, but the Rook brought ina 
[101 Bill of Fate, which al their preſent Wealth 
could not ſatisfy; whereupon he ordered his Reoks 
to ſtrip them of what they had about them, for 
what they expected they ſhoald have received 


daſhing all their former Mirth. 

This was no ſooner done, but the Hawk pre- 
tending an urgent Neceſſity, demanded a Supply 
of them out of their Hoards, and Winter- Stores 
abroad, and impriſoned fuch as pleaded Poyerty; 
or Negligence in gathering it, whoſe Bones he 

. | 2 picked 


Cunning, and over- reaching Policy, as many of 


G#atis ; which made them look very melancholy, 
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ſently ſend for Security, to engage for the Per for FINE 


icked vp at Leiſure Now ſuch as could not pre 


— 


mance of what was demanded, to be made over t 
the Rock, were turned out naked, by which Mean: S: 
they became-a Prey for want of their Wings, rolls 
Voracious Creatures; or having parted with All 
were ſtarved in the enſuing cold Winter. And 
from this Stratagem of the Rook, ſuch Men a © © 
draw in the Ignoraat to their Ruin, are fac nd 
called RO OKS. R. 1 
The Eagle by this Time having viſited the Placey ang 
he deſigned, returned, and finding the Diſſolation _ : 
and Diſtreſs of many of his Subje*.s, and the Cauſe 714 
of it, committed the Hawk for his ill Manage 
ment, to the Cuſtody of a Faulconer to Mew him 
up, and keep him in Priſon, and carrying him, 
when nin) o blinded with'a Hood, unleſs for the A 
Charge of his Keeping, he was ſometimes let to 
Flight. The Regk, who timely eſcap'd, hearing 


Lf. this, and that he was preſcrib'd, left the Woods, 


"and ever ſince, built his Neſt in Elm. Trees, art 
moſtly among Ol Miſcrs, and Crafty Rookers, they 


being ſo ſhelter'd, by their Cawing, they might 
mind them of this Trick, that ſo they may Reet 
the Poor and Ignorant out 6f their Subſtance, or A ] 


draw them into Securities and Moragages. Tru 

F x mer 
MORA TL. __ 7 

e utu: 


We fee by this, Wiſe Men may be deceived in the 
them they truſt, ans that Strength and Policy has Chas 
Power to over reach the Weak ; alſo the (Juſtice of the] T 
Eagle in puniſhing Offenders.. Mu 


| > #5 0, the 
and 


EN 8 =. 


23 020K s Printed for J. Betteſworth, 
e nd C. Hitch, at the Red. Lyon in Pater- niſter- Row; 


R. Ware, at the Sun and Bible in men. Corner, 


and James Hodges, at the Looting-Glaſs on Lenden- 
| Briage. 


11 

N Juſ Pub lid, 

mn, 

A Compleat MELoDY: 
38 OR, THE 

ts armony of S TO N. In I hree Parts. 
* CONTAINING, 


or} A New, and Compleat IntroduQion to all the 
True Grounds of Mufick, both Vocal and Inftru- 
mental, by Way of Dialogue, in a New and 
Eaſy Method. With an Explanation of all the 
uſual Terms uſed in Muſick. Coleced from 
zul the Greek, Latin, French, Italian, &c. in Ten 
has| Chapters. nn, 


the]. The Pſalms of David New Tun'd : Which 
Mufick expreſſes the True Senſe and Sound of 
the Words, more than any ever yet publiſhed. 
With an Alphaberical Table of all the Tunes, 
and what Plaims are proper to each Tune. 
Alſo a Table of Plialms ſuired to the mens 
an 


4 PO 
— — en — — 


BO ORS lately PublifPd. 


and Faſts of the Church of England, and other 
' Varieties of Life. With Fourteen Gloria Patri e, 
# ſuited to the True Mealure of every Plalm in 
ts. the Book. F 


III. A New, and Select Number of Goat 


ts Hymns, and Eaſy Anthems, on ſeveral Occaſi- 
. ons; with ſeveral Canons of Two, Three, and 
Tour Parts in One. 


The Whole is Compoſed in Two, Three, and 
Four Muſical Parts, according to the moſt 
Authentick Rules for Voice or Organ. \ 


By WILL IAM TAN'SUR, of Ewell, (near 
Epſom,) in the County of Surry. 


Thro' all the Chang ing Scenes of Life, in Trouble and 


in Joy ; 3 
Tie Praiſes of my God, ſhill flill my Heart and Tungu: 
empley. Pialm xxxiv. 1. 


7 — = — — 7.4 — . me 4 3 — wo — 2 
1 * 


a. 7 om 
is £ pl 


NEWREMARKS of London: Or, A 
Survey of the Cities of Lenden and Weſtminſter, of 
Soxthwark, and Part of Middleſex and Surrey, viith- 
in the Circumference of the Bills of Mortality 
Containing all the Streets, Lanes, Allies, &. 


Price Bound 2 &. and 6 440 117 3 6; 


0 Sir Samuel Moreland's V ADE MECU M: 
WW: Or, the Neceſſary Pocket Companion. Price 
| | * Bound, 24. a 


— * = 
* — - 

* * - 

- 


ICE 


K TEETER 


